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PROFESSIONALLY 
SPEAKING

Core and More

I 
have no doubt you and your teachers are stressed to some degree by the challenges 
of meeting Common Core Standards while reaching all students.   At the same 
time, you need to discover new ways to make your program even more effective.  

Use some of your summer downtime for personal professional development and 
becoming a supportive and instructional partner for your teachers.

Reading, Writing, and the Core
Developing K-2 students writing skills and expecting them to deepen their 

thinking as part of it seems daunting. Connie Campbell Dierking comes to the 
rescue with Linking K-2 Literacy and the Common Core:  Mini-Lessons that Work. 
(Maupin House, Capstone Professional, 2014, 210 p.  978-1-62521-508-6). Read 
the explanation on how to use the book before plunging into the heart of it.  Teachers 
(and you) will learn much from the fifty-six mini-lessons divided into four areas: 
operational, print awareness, foundational, and craft.  She explains the distinctions 
among them while constructing the lessons on the same template containing: 
Connection, Teach, Active Engagement, Link to Picture Work, and Follow up 
along with illustrated student handouts.  Final Thoughts gives “Common Core State 
Standards Correlations Charts” and a very helpful bibliography of “Literature that 
Supports a Writing/ Reading Connection.”

What is strategic reading and how can students be taught to read closely?  Elaine 
Weber, Cynthia Schofield, and Gerri Newnum explain and provide a wide range of 
examples and resources to deal with the question in Reading to the Core: Learning 
to Read Closely, Critically, and Generatively to Meet Performance Tasks (Maupin 

House, Capstone Professional, 2014, 
157 p.  978-1-62521-522-2).   Five 
questions guide the process: What does 
the text say?, How does the author say 
it?, What does the text mean?, What 
does it mean to me?, and What insights 
can I now gain? Chapters address Close 
Reading, Author’s Craft, Reading Visual 
Texts, Reading for Argument, and The 
Power of Many and Depth-of Knowledge.  
With rubrics, charts, activities, and 
questions to use, among other tools, the 
authors give teachers a resource to help 
their students succeed with the more 
rigorous standards.

Connecting with Students
Whether in the library or the 

classroom disruptive, disinterested, and 
disorganized students wear down adults, 
detracting and distracting from working 
with other students.  Jeffry Benson 
recommends Hanging In: Strategies for 
Teaching the Students Who Challenge 
Us Most.  (ASCD, 2014, 189 p. 978-1-
4166-1755-6).  If you are looking for 
simple solutions, you won’t find them 
here. Instead Benson offers thirteen 
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FROM THE EDITOR
Winding Down, Revving Up

The long school year has wound down once again.  Time to wrap up, take stock, 
and after a pause, use vacation to re-energize and focus on your own learning so 
that you return in the fall excited and ready to go.  While your district probably 

provides some form of professional development, little if any of it is targeted to 
your needs  in creating a strong school library program. You must take charge of it 
yourself.  If you want to be a leader, you have to be responsible for your own growth. 
And being a leader is no longer an option, it’s a job responsibility.

To help you along, this last issue of the year always features s a column 
spotlighting professional books for you and your teachers. This one is focused 
on addressing the Common Core. The Tech Talk article suggests “6 Ways to Use 
Google Forms in a Library Program,”   To improve your leadership skills, the Web 
Cites column is filled with sites for you to explore and Taking the Lead shows you 
how to impress administrators (and possibly the Board of Education) with your 
annual report.

Since many of you are on vacation or soon will be, other features are to be saved 
for when school restarts, however if you have the opportunity share the Primary 
Source Connections column on Yosemite which is celebrating a big birthday. Just 
as some students have birthdays over the summer, this national treasure does as 
well. The Information Literacy Unit serves as good way to end the year or as an 
orientation for elementary and middle school students.

I am still looking for questions for the Ask Hilda, “advice” column.  It’s my 
way of being your “silent partner.”   Please join the rapidly growing members of 
the School Librarian’s Workshop Facebook page. (http://www.facebook.com/#!/
groups/57409801076). You can also follow me on Twitter @hildakw and search 
on #slworkshop.  Check out my weekly blog on our website at http://www.
slworkshop.net.   s

Enjoy your vacation,
Hilda K. Weisburg
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case studies showcasing students 
with a range of traumas and histories 
manifesting in assorted behaviors.  He 
explores how to analyze the problems 
and develop a plan to help those students 
become comfortable with learning.  

Each case lists the student’s challenges and the adults’ challenges before describing 
the behaviors and strategies for dealing with them. He cautions that these are not a 
quick-fix and will take time and repetition. You and your teachers will find at least 
one of your problem students here.  Identifying the issues and his recommendations 
with colleagues and support personnel should help make a difference.

Teachers and librarians are expected to differentiate learning activities for 
students and are becoming increasingly successful at it, but developing appropriate 
assessments is more elusive. Carol Ann Tomlinson and Tonya R. Moon guide readers 
through the both aspects of effective instruction in Assessment and Student Success in 
a Differentiated Classroom (ASCD, 2013, 156 p. 978-1-4166-1617-7).  Following 
an overview of differentiation and another on assessment, the authors explore pre-, 
formative, and summative assessment, the latter including grading report cards with 
strategies for each.  They give multiple examples from real-life situations and provide 
scenarios and rubrics as appropriate. All are viewed through the interconnectedness 
of the five elements of teaching and learning: curriculum, instruction, assessment, 
learning environment, and classroom leadership and management.

Reading and Research
Students become engaged with literature when librarians bring stories to 

life.  Janet M. Del Negro coaches you in how to become an expert storyteller with 
Folktales Aloud: Practical Advice for Playful Storytelling (ALA Editions, 2014, 212 

mailto:slworkshop@hotmail.com
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p. 978-0-8389-1135-8). Not limiting her guidance to elementary grades, the chapters 
move chronologically from ages 3-6 through ages 12-14. A theme sets the tone for 
each level, for example ages 6-9 focuses on Cooperation and Community while the 
folktales for the oldest students are about Intensity and Honor.  Chapters begin with 
a discussion of the nature of children at that age followed by “Storycoaching” – her 
advice interspersed with her adaptations of the spotlighted tale. Four additional stories 
she has adapted follow.  Del Negro gives tips for handling your nerve, dealing with 
reluctant listeners, and includes a bibliography of recommended print and online 
resources.

Students think they know how to search. You know it’s far more complex than 
they know. No matter how skilled you are, the latest edition of Phil Bradley’s Expert 
Internet Searching (Facet, 2013, 272 p. 978-0-85604-605-3) needs to be on your 
professional shelf.  Most of you are familiar with different types of search engines 
including meta-search, and deep web search engines, but he goes even further with 

social media search engines and more.  
Bradley devotes a full chapter to the ins 
and outs of searching Google with other 
chapters on Visual Searching, Finding 
People, and Multimedia Search Engines.  
He details strengths and weaknesses of 
various search engines and intersperses 
short “Did you know?”’ boxes. His 
final chapters deal with Hints and tips 
for better searching with sample search 
examples, Search utilities and resources to 
make life easier, and The future of search.  
The index is a guide in itself to the 
realms beyond Google.   s

INFORMATION 
LITERACY UNIT

Choosing, Analyzing, Setting Criteria

F
or those of you who have several weeks of school remaining, prepare students 
for a summer where many of them will be choosing books and accessing 
the Internet on their own.  If vacation has already begun, save this as an 

orientation when school resumes.  Becoming conscious of why they choose 
one book over another, recognizing what content is being delivered (whether 
in print or online), and the importance of setting criteria are vital information 
literacy skills.  

The Project – Part One
This project is designed in three stages.  In the first, students analyze a 

picture book.  Since most of them are past this stage, the task seems easy at first.  
In advance, review the criteria for selecting Newbery Award winners (see the 
suggested websites) as a guide for suggesting criteria students might set.  The 
Information Sheet has specific questions to help them make their analysis.

Hand out only the first part of the Information Sheet and divide students 
into pairs to analyze a picture book of their choice.  When everyone is finished, 
have the groups share their analysis.  Discuss what they learned from their work 
and how they might use it in the future.

The Project – Part Two 
If class time only allowed for students to complete part one, review it before 

going on to part two.  Explain having had the experience with analyzing a 
picture book, they are now going to use what they learned by doing the same 
thing with a fiction or a nonfiction book.  Discuss the word “criteria” as it might 
be the first time students have seen it.

Once again, have students work in pairs but set it up so fiction lovers are 
together and nonfiction fans are together. Depending on available time, either 
allow groups to find their own book to analyze or have a selection from which 
they can choose. Distribute the second part of the Information Sheet.  When 
they have completed the assignment, have them share what they learned.  
Discuss why it is important to set criteria for selecting books for pleasure or 
research.

The Project – Part Three
Before starting part three, go to Kids.gov: The U.S. Government Official 

Web Portal for Kids http://kids.usa.gov  and select a variety of sites likely to 
interest your students. Also, check suggested websites on website evaluation. 
Most are from colleges and universities but these will help you in working with 

students.  You can also print out the 
PDFs Kathy Schrock has on selection 
at her website and give it to students 
either in place of the Information 
Sheet or as a “take home” for when 
they go on the web on their own.

Ask students how they find 
information online.  Do they set any 
criteria for choosing a website to use 
for their personal or school needs?  
Remind them of what they have 
learned from analyzing books, and 
then hand out part three along with 
one of the websites you pre-selected 
for them. If necessary, explain the 
domains as they might not understand 
their meanings.

Critically Thinking Students
When students have completed 

evaluating their websites, bring them 
together to discuss what they learned.  
What did they find interesting  
about the sites they visited? Were  
all sites accurate?  How did they know? 
Were they equally helpful?  (Some 
may have a too difficult reading level.)

Talk about the challenge of using 
web resources.  Remind students 
when they do research, their sources 
must be authoritative—and when 
they are looking for their own interest 
having sites be accurate and relevant 
is also important.  What will they 
most remember from the activity?  
By starting them questioning and 
thinking, you have put them on 
the path to be the critical thinkers 
necessary not only for Common  
Core but also for their success in the 
digital age.   s

www.slworkshop.net
http://kids.usa.gov
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Information Sheet

Analyzing a Picture Book
1.  Who is the author? _____________________________
2.  Who is the illustrator? ___________________________
3.   Are you familiar with their books?  ________________ 

(Check the book jacket for more information.)  
4.  Have either or both done other picture books?   ________
5.  Who is the audience? (Age/grade level)   ____________
6.   Is the subject appropriate for the 

audience?  Why or why not?
7.   Do the illustrations support the 

story?  Add more information to 
the story?  Explain.

8.  Does the ending make sense?
9.   Would you recommend the book to a young student? 

What would you say?

Analyzing/Choosing a Fiction or Nonfiction Book
1.   What criteria do you use for choosing 

a fiction book? Which of the picture 
book criteria apply?

2.  What criteria do you use for choosing a nonfiction book?
3.   Compare your criteria with others in your class.  What 

changes do you want to make to your list?
4.   Choose a nonfiction or fiction title meeting your criteria.  

Read first five to ten pages.  Would you want to borrow 
it?  Why or why not?

Selecting a Website
1.   What is the URL for the site you were given. 

____________________________________________
2.   Using the criteria your class created, what indications 

do you have as to whether this website is “authoritative?”
3.  Would it be useful for a report?  Explain.
4.   Do a search for a website on the same topic.  What is 

its URL?  ____________________________________
5.   What evidence do you have that this website is or isn’t 

authoritative?
6.   Which of the two  websites on the topic would you 

choose to use and why?

Websites 
Critical Evaluation—Kathy Schrock’s Guide to Everything -- http://www.

schrockguide.net/critical-evaluation.html - check the Critical Evaluation Survey 
–Elementary Level PDF or any others you find appropriate

Evaluating Web Pages: Techniques to Apply and Questions to Ask - http://
www.lib.berkeley.edu/TeachingLib/Guides/Internet/Evaluate.html 

Evaluating Web Sites - http://www.libraries.iub.edu/?pageId=1002223 
Evaluating Web Sites: Criteria and Tools  http://olinuris.library.cornell.edu/

ref/research/webeval.html 

Evaluation Criteria - http://
h i g h e r e d . m c g r a w - h i l l . c o m /
sites/007312298x/student_view0/
chapter5/evaluation_criteria.html - 
How to evaluate a picture book from 
McGraw-Hill

Newbery Medal terms and 
criteria - http://www.ala.org/
alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/
newber ymedal/newber yterms/
newberyterms 

TAKING THE 
LEAD

Rethinking the 
Annual Report

by Elissa Malespina
South Orange Middle School

South Orange NJ 07079
emalespina@gmail.com

I
t is that time of year again when we break out our statistics and write up our annual 
report. We all do it and we all know not many people read it.  But why is that? We as 
librarians need to rethink how we do our annual reports so that more people see all of 

the great things we are doing in our libraries. 
This is a call to action – instead of a boring statistic filled, bullet point document, 

change things up! I did it and so can you!
Reflection and Promotion

I have to admit it I like writing my year-end report because it gives me a chance to 
look back on the things I have done with my students. It is amazing to see how much 
you accomplish in just 10 months! 

For years, I would write up my report in Word and maybe add a picture or two 
before handing it to my supervisor. A few years ago after attending a library conference 
where we discussed ways to promote ourselves, I decided to start publishing my 
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Dads Are Special
Loving dads have special relations 

with their children.  For Father’s Day, 
celebrate the unique way Dads interact with 
their sons and daughters.  Dan Andreasen 
presents the joys of Saturday with Daddy 
(ChristyOttavian Books, Henry Holt, 
2013, unp. ill. 978-0-8050-8687-4). A 
little blue elephant wakes his parents early 
on Saturday enjoying going to the market 
with his father and singing along to songs 
on the radio. They shop for items to use in a 
cookout, go to the hardware store for a grill, 
and work together to assemble it. For the 
cookout the little elephant wears the same 
kind of apron his father does. Afterwards 
they play Frisbee together and both pile into 
the hammock for a nap. It’s the best day of 
the week. Kids will smile along with the blue 
elephant. (Gr. PK-2)

According to Doulas Wood, When 
a Dad Says “I Love You.” (Ill. by Jennifer 
A. Bell, Simon & Schuster Books, 2013, 
unp9778-0-689-87532-8) it’s not always 
the words but the actions. He might say 
it by making pancakes—if a bit crispy, or 
helping you do chin-ups. It could be racing 
you around the yard with a stop for cookies 
and milk, or singing the same song three 
hundred and sixty-nine times in a day. He 
says it by calling you silly name, carrying you 
on his shoulders so you see better, and by 
answering all your “why” questions. The list 
of how dads say “I Love You” goes on with 
different animal fathers and children—until 
the end when he just might say the words. 
A gentle, delightful tale. Have kids share the 
many ways to show love. (Gr. PK -2)

Award-winning illustrator Alan Say’s 
tribute to the relationship between a father 
and The Favorite Daughter (Arthur A. 
Levine Books, Scholastic, 2013, ill. unp. 
978-0-545-17662-0).  When blonde 
Yuriko comes to stay with her Japanese dad, 
she asks for a picture to use in a class album.  
She chooses the one where she is wearing a 
kimono, only to report she was laughed at 
because Japanese dolls have black hair, and 
her new art teacher called her Eureka which 
the kids picked up. Yuriko decides she wants 
an American name.  Her father doesn’t 
argue, but takes her for sushi at her request. 
When she complains of a boring art project, 
her father says coming up with a cool 
solution will make it fun. The next day at the 
Japanese Garden at Golden Gate Park, she 
connects with the heritage of her name after 
it’s done in Japanese ink painting. Before 
the weekend is over, she creates a unique 
approach to the art project, impressing her 
teacher.  A picture of Say’s daughter Yuriko 
in a kimono when they took a trip to Japan 
is at the end.  (Gr. K-3)

report on line. I started with Flipsnack (http://www.flipsnack.com/). You can 
take jpg, Pdf or jpeg files and convert them into great looking flip books which can 
be embedded on a website. It is free for up to 15 page documents. I love Flipsnack 
and have also used it for our school’s newspaper which you can view here. https://
southorangemiddleschoollibrary.wikispaces.com/School+Newspaper 

Doing It Even Better
Last year I decided to change things up again.  Using iBook author, which I 

downloaded onto my Mac from the iTunes store, I redesigned my entire report and 
made it very interactive. Now the report includes embedded pictures, videos and links 
to websites and more which I would not have been able to do with Word or Google 
Docs. Doing it as an iBook allowed me to highlight all the great things that I lead in 
my library this year. 

It is also easy to upload your iBook to iTunes and other ebook sites like Bookry 
(https://bookry.com/).  Bookry is a great site not only for uploading your report but 
it also makes remarkable widgets which make your ibook more interactive. They have 
Puzzle, Twitter, YouTube, Flicker, scientific calculators and more. I highly recommend 
the Bookry widgets.

Another reason for using ibooks is even if you don’t have an ereader, ibook author 
allows you to make professional looking PDFs which you can put on Flipsnack or 
Issuu. They don’t have the videos or website links but they still look impresssive!  

IBook author is not that hard to use, and I easily taught myself how to do it. You 
can also find many great tutorials on YouTube. 

More Ideas
Your report does not need to be a book like mine it could be an infographic. 

For example, you can use Pictochart (http://piktochart.com/). Here is the link for 
one Robbins Library did http://robbinslibrary.wordpress.com/2013/05/09/2012-
library-annual-report-highlights-infographic/.

You can also choose to make a video with highlights from the year like Sue 
Fitzgerald did using Animoto (http://www.animoto.com). Sue did a great job mixing 
pictures and statistics to make a very memorable year-end report. I love this idea 
and might make one myself! You can view Sue’s at http://unpretentiouslibrarian.
blogspot.com/2013/05/annual-library-reports.html.  Or you can use Thinglink 
(https://www.thinglink.com) to make a really impressive interactive pictures with 
“touches” that have information about what happened at the library during the year. 

These easy to use tools can breathe new life into your year-end report and make 
your contribution to your school system stand out. Your library program deserves to be 
noticed!  If you try one, please send me your examples. I would love to see them.    s

PUZZLER
Summer Reading

S
ummer reading lists turn what should be fun into a school activity to be resented 
for interfering with vacation.  With this activity encourage them to create a list 
of what they want to read.  Place a broad assortment of titles on table tops and 

let them browse through your selection or wander the stacks in search of whatever 
appeals to them.

Although the directions allow for authors as well as titles to be used, you can 
limit the activity to one or the other.  Remind them to put authors’ names after titles 
to speed searches.  The books given in the Sample Answers are from this year’s list of 
Newbery winners and Notable Children’s Books which can be found on the ALSC 
website (http://www.ala.org/alsc). 

Have students put their names on top of the activity and copy their lists. Tell 
students you will bring the copies to the public library in case they leave theirs at 
home.  Ask them to try and remember to bring their lists with them when they 
return to school so you can share with them which ones they liked and which ones 
they didn’t.   s
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Directions

• What do you plan to read this summer?

•  Make your reading list by fitting in the authors’ names or titles into the spaces below.

•  The letters can come at the beginning, middle or end of the names or titles.
 

 

 

1. ________________________________ S 
 

________________________________ 

 

2. ________________________________ U 
 

________________________________ 

 

3. ________________________________ M 
 

________________________________ 

 

4. ________________________________ M 
 

________________________________ 

 

5. ________________________________ E 
 

________________________________ 

 

6. ________________________________ R 
 

________________________________ 

 

7. ________________________________ R 
 

________________________________ 

 

8. ________________________________ E 
 

________________________________ 

 

9. ________________________________ A 
 

________________________________ 

 

10. ________________________________ D 
 

________________________________ 

 

11. ________________________________ I 
 

________________________________ 

 

12. ________________________________ N 
 

________________________________ 

 

13. ________________________________ G 
 

________________________________ 

 

 

Puzzler
Summer Reading
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Summer Reading
Sample Answers

Flora & UlySses: The Illuminated 
Adventures (Kate DiCamillo)
Battle BUnny ( Jon Scieszka)
The Year of Billy Miller (Kevin Henkes)
One Came HoMe (Holly Black)
PapErboy (Vince Vawter)

MisteR Orange (Truus Matti)
MonsteR on the Hill (Rob Harrell)
Tamera Will WissingEr (Gone Fishing: A Novel in Verse)
SugAr ( Jewell Parker Rhodes)
Katherine RunDell (Rooftoppers)
LIncoln’s Grave Robbers (Steve Sheinkin)
EruptioN: Volcanoes and the Science of Saving Lives (Elizabeth Rusch)
How to Catch a BoGle (Catherine Jinks)

WEB CITES
Leadership and Leadership Styles

by Dawn Ganss
School Library Consultant

Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania 19010

I s it easy for you to identify leadership styles? What is/ are yours?   How would administra-
tive, principals, teachers, and student leaders be defined and then identified? The column 
this month focuses on answering those questions and how leadership and leadership styles 

are seen in Education and other fields. 
Wikipedia Encyclopedia.  LEADERSHIP STYLES.
Leadership style conceptualizes how a leader provides direction, implements plans, and 
motivates  people.  The six styles identified are: Authoritarian, Paternalistic Leadership, 
Democratic, Laissez-Faire, Transactional, and Transformational. Examples and further 
details are included
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leadership_styles
Forbes. TOP 10 QUALITIES THAT MAKE A GREAT LEADER 
The 10 qualities named and described are: Honesty, Ability to delegate, Communication, 
Sense of Humor, Confidence, Commitment, Positive Attitude, Creativity, Intuition, and 
an Ability to Inspire. 
http://www.forbes.com/sites/tanyaprive/2012/12/19/top-10-qualities-that-
make-a-great-leader
Open Source.com. GREAT LEADERS ARE 
COMFORTABLE WITH WHO THEY ARE  
According to Jim Whitehurst, CEO and President of Red Hat, “True leadership is based 
on respect, not titles, and can be shown at any level of an organization.” Among his words of 
wisdom are: “[N]obody respects a position. People respect people.”   And “To earn respect, 
leaders need to do three things: show passion, demonstrate confidence, and engage their 
people.”
http://opensource.com/14/3/leadership-tips-red-hat-earn-respect 
ASAE. ASSOCIATIONS NOW- 8 COMMON LEADERSHIP 
STYLES.
Good leaders use a mix of styles. Read about the winning formula and the eight examples 
that follow. Each example contains the Icon (who), the Behaviors, When to use it, and Impact 
on others---Charismatic, Innovative, Command and Control, Laissez-Faire, Pace Setter,  
Service, Situational, and Transformational.
http://www.asaecenter.org/Resources/ANowDetail.cfm?ItemNumber=241962
Bright Hub.   FAMOUS EXAMPLES OF DIFFERENT 
LEADERSHIP STYLES
The article discusses and analyzes 7 different leadership styles—charismatic, participative, 

situational, transactional, transformational, 
servant, and quiet leadership with at least 
one example of each provided. The styles 
prove effective depending on the given 
circumstances, attitude, beliefs, preferences 
and values of the people involved.  A 
discussion follows with examples of 
important leaders in their fields; and 
illustrates the fact that different kinds 
of leaders can implement the same kind 
of leadership.  Links within the style 
descriptions lead to more articles, materials.
http://www.brighthub.com/office/
home/articles/76450.aspx
Bright Hub. ANALYSIS OF 
LEADERSHIP STYLES  
When is one leadership style more 
appropriate than another? Various 
leadership styles are discussed” 
Autocratic Leadership, Democratic 
Leadership, Laissez-Faire Leadership, 
and Transformational Leadership; all 
answering the questions: What is it? When 
is it appropriate? When is it inappropriate
h t t p : / / w w w. b r i g h t h u b. c o m /
o f f i c e / h o m e / a r t i c l e s / 7 4 9 5 6 .
aspx?cid=parsely_rec
Mind Tools. LEADERSHIP 
STYLES: CHOOSING THE 
RIGHT APPROACH FOR 
THE SITUATION
Leaders as disparate as Mahatma Gandhi, 
Winston Churchill, Martin Luther 
King and Steve Jobs, illustrate there are 
as many ways to lead people as there are 
leaders. Using frameworks developed 
by businesspeople and psychologists 
describing the main ways that people  
lead helps one to determine his/her 
approach to leadership, and become a  
more effective leader. 
http://www.mindtools.com/pages/
article/newLDR_84.htm 
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Education Leaders and Specifics

Education World. 
ADMINISTRATORS: WHAT 
WORKED BEST THIS 
YEAR? 
Each year Education World asks several 
school administrators about their most 
successful strategies during the past year. 
These are the great ideas they shared in 2011-
`2. Some involved students, but principals 
also struck gold by focusing their efforts on 
staff: such as, Boosting Morale  by serving 
breakfast at monthly faculty meetings and 
rewarding teachers/staff with a “Reward of 
the Month” (Clay Hill Elementary School, 
Fla.); Putting Instructional Strategies 
into Overdrive  (Mentone Elementary 
School, Cal.) trained the whole staff on 
Orchestrating Student Success (OSS), also 
known as Direct Interactive Instruction , to 
use during “Highly Structured Practice” to 
increase student success using a variety of 
activities; and Carving Out Planning Time 
(S&S Middle School, Texas)  Principal Dr. 
Yeager, “Each six weeks I hired substitute 
teachers so that teachers could meet for 
half-day sessions to plan and discuss 
instructional strategies “– had luncheons 
for staff, sent positive  notes on successes in 
the classroom, served , provided chocolate 
at meetings….most important developed  
personal relationships letting them know he 
was interested in their professional lives as 
well as their personal lives..” 
http://www.educationworld.com/a_
admin/archives/what_worked_
in_2011.shtml
Education World. 
PRINCIPALS IDENTIFY 
TOP TEN LEADERSHIP 
TRAITS
Education World recently surveyed 43 
principals to learn what they consider 
essential traits of successful school leaders.  
Vision, trustworthiness and credibility, 
daily visibility, and a sense of humor were 
among the ten traits that topped the list! 
Included: Principals comment on the 
most important characteristics of strong 
leadership!  See the informal survey results 
taken by the School Leaders containing a 
list of 15 leadership qualities (http://www.
educationworld.com/a_admin/TM/
WS_leadership_survey.shtml). Read 
the brief commentaries on: A Vision and a 
Plan, Walk Around Management, It’s All 

About Trust, Include Others in the Decision-Making Process, A Good Laugh Can’t Hurt, 
That’s Not All!  and It’s All about Learning, After All!
http://www.educationworld.com/a_admin/admin/admin190.shtml
Teacher Leadership Exploratory Consortium. 
TEACHER LEADERSHIP: EXPLORING THE CONCEPT 
AND SETTING THE STANDARD
This document addresses the following topics: Why we need teacher leaders; Defining 
teacher leadership; What is the difference between effective teachers and teacher leaders; 
How teacher leaders fit into the education continuum; Forming a consortium; Developing 
domains to define teacher leaders; and Moving forward.  The PDF of the PowerPoint hits 
on many important points as relevant to librarians as to teachers.
http://www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2011-04/2011-04-2h-
presentation.pdf
Wallace Foundation. CONNECTING STUDENT 
LEARNING TO LEADERSHIP PERFORMANCE -- 
Delaware establishes standards and assessments for 
exemplary leadership 
This is a WOW site!! Take the time to read all the wonderful opportunities available 
 to help the entire education community through the generosity of the Wallace Foundation. 
The report showing the standards and assessments developed by Delaware to strengthen 
the connection between leadership and learning is one in a five-part series by journalists 
describing strategies tested by states and districts in Wallace’s education leadership  
initiative. Read the entire story. Use the links on the right side to find the details of each link, 
all with a major introduction and additional resources on every page. They tell the story of 
exemplary leadership and also related details and activities. The site will supply the tools for 
any creative idea to improve learning opportunities. The Foundations makes things happen 
especially for the disadvantaged students in urban areas. 
http://www.wallacefoundation.org/knowledge-center/school-leadership/
state-policy/Pages/Connecting-Student-Learning-to-Leadership-
Performance.aspx?mkwid=swXXGIj3C_dc&pcrid=20992077529&pmt=p&p
kw=educational%20eadership&gclid=CJapvurhiL0CFahlOgod2G4Arw 
Book Review: I’M IN THE PRINCIPAL’S SEAT, NOW 
WHAT? THE STORY OF A TURNAROUND PRINCIPAL 
(by Allan R. Bonilla. Sage, 2013).
This title offers a wealth of concrete strategies for school leaders, based on successful 
practices from the business world. These strategies include being visible, delegating tasks, 
collaborating and more. Each chapter presents examples, stories and hands-on activities. 
Based on the premise that a school turnaround does not have to involve closing a 
school or firing faculty, the book offers solutions to common challenges such as teacher 
retention, professional learning communities and teacher observation.  Bonilla believes  
that “team building and relationships form the foundation for what will bring about  
student achievement and teacher effectiveness.” The author spends the rest of the book 
explaining how to achieve that vision. …., he simply focuses on what works…., Bonilla’s 
strategies involve little, if any, cost.
http://www.educationworld.com/a_admin/book-review/school-reform-
climate-turnaround-strategies.shtml 

NOTE:
Sites are in Bold Caps
Underlined Italicized Words refer to Pages/Links within the Web Site
Underlined words are Titles/heading
Sites were last visited March 20,2014
Before using with students, always check!   s
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TEACHING 
TOGETHER

The Heart of Art

A
rt may be in the eye of the 
beholder, but it permeates all 
cultures and civilizations.  It 

enriches the lives of everyone, even 
those not conscious of it, and it provides 
a window into what people value and 
consider central to their well-being. 
Increasingly it’s being added to STEM 
studies, making the acronym STEAM.  
With that as an incentive, more teachers 
will be interested in doing art projects.

Since you rarely collaborate with 
art teachers, file this for an opportune 
time and discuss the possibility.  As an 
alternative, you can suggest it to World 
Cultures and/or Sociology teachers. No 
matter which department you work with 
the Essential Questions will need little 
tweaking.  You want students to look at 
why humans create art?  What does the 
art reveal about their lives? What does 
it show they value?  Students can also 
explore whether the artist was as valued 
as the art.

Why Art?
When the class arrives, have art 

books opened to photographs of the 
art of the different civilizations students 
will be exploring.  Without saying 
anything, give students a few minutes to 
leaf through the pictures.  Observe what 
they do, and what seems to catch their 
eye.

Ask them to take seats and talk 
about what they saw.  Guide them 
to observe that art is a constant—at 
all times and all places.  Why do they 
think that is so?  What could they tell 
about the life and times of the people 
who created the art?  If they could, 
what might they ask the artist? What 
questions do they have about the culture 
that produced the art?

Bringing Beauty to Life
Hand out the Information Sheet 

and discuss the project.  The first step 
is for students to choose a topic. To do 
so, they need time to look at books and 
websites to get an idea of which one is 
most interesting to them.  Depending 
on the topic, have them form groups of 

three to five.  For huge topics, such as Ancient Egypt or India, suggest those interested 
meet and break it down into time periods with groups focusing on different ones.

Create a wiki or another shared resource so students can post good websites they 
have found as many cover multiple cultures and periods. Move among groups to 
ensure they have developed a research strategy and are clear as to what they are doing.  
Ask them questions about what they are discovering to see how they are progressing 
and as feedback to learn what is capturing their enthusiasm.

Art on Display
As students prepare to create their own museum exhibit, point them to online 

examples such as the ones on the Smithsonian American Art Museum site http://
americanart.si.edu/exhibitions/online. This will give them some ideas for how they 
want to structure their presentations.  You can have each group do its own exhibit or 
representatives from each group can meet and design a large one encompassing the 
work of everyone.

Post the completed exhibits as part of your website or however you communicate 
projects and successes to parents and the community.  In the final wrap-up, turn back 
to the Essential Questions.  What are the Enduring Understandings students will 
take away from the project?  s

Information Sheet

Topics
• Paleolithic, Mesolithic, and Neolithic ages
• Ancient Africa
• Ancient Egypt
• Ancient Greece
• Ancient Rome
• Central America
• China
• India
• Islam
• Japan
• Medieval period
• Renaissance (Add modern periods as desired)

Directions
•  You are preparing a museum exhibition on the topic you selected. Include the 

following in the exhibit:
• Representative examples of the art of the people/location/time period
• Where known, identify the artists
•  Explain what is revealed about the people and the time period (their lives, what 

they valued, etc.)
• Give the reasons for your conclusions
•  Explore the value/ purpose of the artists to the people and time period with an 

explanation of the basis for your conclusions
• Research other aspects relevant to your presentation as appropriate
• Cite all sources
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NOTEWORTHY 
NONFICTION

Playing the Game

O
ften students are labeled 
“nonreaders” when they don’t like 
fiction or narrative nonfiction. 

One way to reach them is through 
books about sports.  Get them started 
with informational texts and gradually 
offer biographies.  Once they begin to 
enjoy the stories of athletes, suggest 
sports fiction.  You won’t reach all of 
them, but you will change the lives of 
some.

The Game in History
In 1891, James Naismith took over 

a gym class that had forced two previous 
teachers to quit. Students were bored 
with gymnastics and drills.  He tried 
indoor football, but it was too rough. 
Indoor soccer and lacrosse didn’t work 
either. Recalling one of his childhood 
games, Naismith came up with a game 
with a goal off the ground.  He took a 
soccer ball and when the janitor offered 
two old peach baskets instead of the 
boxes Naismith originally wanted, 
basketball was born.  Coy, John. Hoop 
Genius: How a Desperate Teacher and 

a Rowdy Gym Class Invented Basketball. Ill. by Joe Morse. Carolrhoda Books, 2013, 
unp.  978-0-7613-6617-1 (Gr. 1-3)

Two famous players confronted each other in 1936.  Satchel Paige was recognized 
as the best pitcher ever, but because he was black he couldn’t play in the major 
leagues. To see how good Joe DiMaggio, a young, Yankee prospect was, a game was 
arranged between the Satchel Paige’s All-Stars and Dick Bartell’s All-Stars, another 
barnstorming team.  Four thousand fans came to watch as Paige threw his amazing 
pitches. Di Maggio grounded out and flied out. The game was tied 1-1 going into the 
tenth inning when DiMaggio connected and the winning run scored.  DiMaggio 
went on to a great career with the Yankees. One year after Jackie Robinson broke the 
color barrier, Paige became the oldest rookie at forty-two.  Skead, Robert. Something 
to Prove: The Great Satchel Paige vs Rookie Joe DiMaggio.  Ill by Floyd Cooper. 
Carolrhoda Books, 2013, unp.  978-0-7613-6619-5 (Gr. 2-5)

Talking about Baseball
For the very beginning readers, the Sports Are Fun! series explains the games 

they love.  While many may be familiar with the basics—the equipment needed, 
tagged out at first, getting on base, and scoring, being able to read it by themselves 
will make them proud and launch them on the reading habit. The book concludes 
with “Fun Facts” and a “Glossary” of words highlighted in the text and an index.  
Nelson, Robin. Baseball is Fun!  Lerner, 2014, 24 p. photos, 978-14677-1101-2 
(Gr. PK-1)

These stories of five baseball players reveal how they triumphed over difficulties 
to become champions.  Babe Ruth got into so much trouble as a kid his parents had 
him committed to a home for orphans, juvenile delinquents, and other neglected 
children. There he learned discipline and baseball, both of which changed his life. 
When Jimmy Piersall was finally diagnosed with a mental condition and received 
treatment for it he went on to have an outstanding major league career. Ron LeFlore 
was given a chance to play baseball after being released on parole, and Joe Torre had 
to get past insecurities he developed as the result of an abusive father.  Torii Hunter 
grew up poor with a crack-addicted father.  The stories are inspirational.  Stout, 
Glenn.  From Hardships to Championships. Sandpiper, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 
2013, 127 p.  978-0-547-88735-7 (Good Sports) (Gr. 4-7)

Websites 
Art History Timeline for Dummies -- http://www.dummies.com/how-to/

content/art-history-timeline.html --From cave paintings to Post-modernism and 
Deconstructivism

Art of India-- http://arthistoryresources.net/ARTHindia.html - Also links 
to other art in other locations

Art Smarts 4 Kids: Timeline-- http://artsmarts4kids.blogspot.com/2008/04/
timeline.html - From cave paintings to modern times – Eurocentric

Chinese Dynasty Guide: The Art of Asia- History and Maps-- http://www.
artsmia.org/art-of-asia/history/chinese-dynasty-guide.cfm - Click on a dynasty 
or time period; includes illustrations of art created in that period

Guide to Japanese Historical Periods: The Art of Asia- History and Maps-
- http://www.artsmia.org/art-of-asia/history/chinese-dynasty-guide.cfm - Click 
on a dynasty or time period; includes illustrations of art created in that period

Heibrunn Timeline of Art History: The Metropolitan Museum of Art-- 
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah - Comprehensive, click on previous or next to 
arrive at desired culture and time period.  Thematic essays are also helpful

Movements of Art History Timeline-- http://www.preceden.com/
timelines/67474-movements-of-art-history - No links but good for identifying 
periods (Indian art only Asian represented, no African, Native American, South 
American)

Paleolithic Art of the Old Stone Age -- http://arthistory.about.com/cs/

arthistory10one/a/paleolithic.htm 
- Good overview with lots of links 
including ones to the Mesolithic and 
Neolithic periods

Periods of Art (Slideshare) 
-- http://www.slideshare.net/
coleseth88/periods-of-art  --66 
slides from Paleolithic, Mesolithic, 
and Neolithic to Pop Art (no Asian, 
Africa, or South American, or Native 
American art) 

Timelines of World Art: Africa 
-- http://www.oxfordartonline.com/
public/page/timelines/30000africa 
- Very brief overview (for more a 
subscription is needed); timelines are 
available for other locations as well

Western Art Timeline – Artists 
Movements and Styles-- http://www.
artyfactory.com/art_appreciation/
timelines/western_art_timeline.htm 
- From 1150-1600
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From the layout of the field to a pitcher’s ERA, baseball is all about math. 
Statistics are kept on just about everything in the game from a batter’s slugging 
percentage to WHIP (walks + hits divided by innings pitched).  Trends and 
predictions are based on math.  Lovers of the game will eagerly devour the 
information on how to more fully appreciate a player and a team. Along the way, 
they will also realize the many applications math has to their life.  Photos and 
tables fill the pages.  Adamson, Thomas K. Baseball: The Math of the Game. 
Sports Illustrated KIDS, Capstone Press, 2012, 48 p. 978-1-4296-6569-8 (Sports 
Math series) (Gr. 5-7)

Rough and Tumble
Football is a highly physical game.  Injuries are inevitable, but concern is 

rising over the long-term effect of multiple concussions sustained by so many of 
the players.  The issue is not new as Carla Killough McClafferty chronicles. She 
tells of a player who died after being injured in 1897.  With nineteen deaths in 
1905, the game reached a crisis forcing rule changes.  Today once again people are 
wondering if the game is too dangerous. Explaining concussions and what it does 
to the brain, the author details what is known and what is yet to be learned, making 
it more real with stories of players and what playing football cost them.  Additional 
information is given at the end. Interested students can research what is currently 
being done to support players who develop various life threatening illnesses due to 
their injuries. McClafferty, Carla Killough. Fourth Down and Inches: Concussions 
and Football’s Make-or-Break Moment. Carolrhoda Books, 2013, 96 p. photos. 
978-1-4677-1067-1 (Gr. 6-12)

Mixed martial arts (MMA) grew out of a long standing curiosity as to who 
would win in a match between a boxer and a wrestler. Combat sports have been 
in existence for centuries and interest in combining several began in the early 
1900s eventually leading to the Ultimate Fighting Championship in 1993 with 
an Octagon cage and the tagline, “there are no rules.”   Eventually some rules were 
established, but the cage continues. Once the history is complete, readers learn 
about what happens in the cage, the stories of great fights, the contributions of 
leading fighters, memorable moments, and a where the sport is going. Fans and 
potential fans will love it. Jones, Patrick. Ultimate Fighting: The Brains and Brawn 
of Mixed Martial Arts. Millbrook Press, 2013, 64 p. photos. 978-1-4677-0934-7 (Gr. 
5-12)

Way out Sports
Pool fun often includes seeing how much you can splash, but is “splash 

diving” a sport?  What about pillow fighting? In Japan, snowball fighting, called 
Yukigassen, is a competitive team sport. Then there is cheese rolling and watermelon 
skiing.  Roller soccer sounds normal after chess boxing, ditch vaulting (big in the 
Netherlands) and kiiking—standing on a swing while attempting to go over the 
bar (from Estonia).  Readers might come up with some strange sports of their 
own.  Just remind me them about safety.  Rosen, Michael J. and Ben Kassoy. Wacky 
Sports. Ill. by Doug Jones. Millbrook Press, 2014, 32 p. 978-0-7613-8982-8 (Gr3-6)

Be amused, shocked, or possibly horrified by these fifty sports that will 
probably never be telecast. Divided into five chapters (Going Solo, Go Team; Off 
to the Races; Wet, Wild, & Weird Water Sports; and Catch a Chill), the collection 
includes racing rubber ducks, toilet bowls, and woks.  Harry Potter fans will love 
learning to play Quidditch without having to fly.  Among the traditional sports with 
an unusual twist are underwater wrestling, swamp soccer, ice golf, and slamball—
basketball on trampolines.  For the adrenaline junkies there is Zorbing—rolling 
down a hill while inside a giant plastic ball, and Volcano Surfing—exactly what 
you think it is. This will definitely grab attention.  Birmingham, Maria. WeirdZone: 
Sports:The Strangest, Funniest, and Most Daringest Events from the World of 
Athletics and Beyond! Owlkid, 2013, 128 p. ill. 978-1- 926973-60-9 (Gr. 3-7)

Three Cheers
Cheerleading was once meant 

solely to boost the spirits of the athletes 
on the field and rally the spectators. 
Today it’s a sport in itself encompassing 
synchronized cheers, jumping, 
tumbling, dancing, and stunting. 
Training is designed to develop 
strength, flexibility, and balance. Hunt 
takes hopeful cheerleaders through 
it all, explaining hand and arm 
movements, proper use of face and 
voice, jumping techniques, and getting 
ready for tryouts.  She encourages good 
nutrition and body care, and ways to 
spruce up looks from decorating water 
bottles to making “cheer bows” and the 
perfect ponytail. Hunt, Sara R. You’ve 
Got Spirit! Cheers, Chants, Tips and 
Tricks Every Cheerleader Needs to 
Know. Ill. by Lisa Perrett.  Millbrook 
Press, 2013, 48 p. 978-1-07613-8634-6 
(Gr. 3-6)   s

Ask Hilda

H
ave question about 
managing your library 
program?  Demonstrating 

leadership?  Reaching out to 
teachers?

When you want answers, 
email hilda@slworkshop.
net and I will send a reply 
within 48 hours. I want to be 
your “silent partner” keeping 
you informed, inspired, and 
invaluable.

www.slworkshop.net
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RESEARCH 
TO GO

Getting Down to 
Business

F
inancial literacy, an increasingly 
curricular focus, and entrepreneurship 
go hand-in hand.  Innovation is 

a result of critical thinking which is 
interwoven into the Common Core 
and is a basic element of entrepreneurial 
skills.  With student interest growing in 
running their own business, the topic is 
one which gives you a great opportunity 
to collaborate with Math (or Business—
if it’s a subject in your school) teachers. 
By making some slight modifications, 
you can also ask Technology/Computer 
teachers if they would be interested.

Although students will be doing 
most of their work in developing their 
product or service, they will need to do 
research in preparation.  The Essential 
Questions for the project are, “What 
does it take to create and run a small 
business?” “What are the advantages/
disadvantages of being an entrepreneur?” 
and “What are the benefits of learning 
entrepreneurial skills?”

The Lure of Entrepreneurship
Engage students’ interest by 

asking them what they know about 
entrepreneurs and their success stories.  
Many will be familiar with Mark 
Zuckerberg from Facebook and Google 
founders, Larry Page and Sergey Brin.  
Point out that across the country 
young people are starting their own 
business. Teachers and students might 
want to investigate the National Youth 
Enterprise Challenge (http://www.
nfte.com/what/national-challenge). 
At the finals, the top three young 
entrepreneurs present their business 
plan with the winner earning $25,000.  
This year’s competition is on October 9, 
2014 in Mountain View, California.

Guide them to the task at hand 
and bring the discussion to a close. 
Point out that an idea doesn’t make 
money unless the creators know how to 
turn it into a business.  Hand out the 
activity and have pairs of students locate 
information about two of the items on 

the list.  When they are finished, the pairs working on the same term share their 
findings.  In the process, they will become familiar with websites (see list) which will 
help them in the next phase of the project.

Getting Started as a Start-Up
Distribute the Information Sheet and do a brief overview of what is involved.  

Point out that in order to complete the assignment students should spend some time 
in determining what product or service they want to bring to market.  What problem 
or challenge does it solve?  Is it a new use or a modification of something that already 
exists?  

Give students time to form their business team.  When groups are ready to go, let 
them know they may want to add more questions or steps depending on what they 
have decided to develop. Move between groups monitoring their progress.  Have 
them keep track of ideas as a means of preventing them from spending too much 
time on the third step.  Are they dividing out responsibilities?  Who is managing the 
team?  All these are skills needed for creating and running a business.

The Presentation
Have the class serve as the bank officers who will determine whether the new 

business is funded.  If you know of any bankers who would serve as guest “judges” 
feel free to invite them – connecting with the community outside your school is a 
great way to bring attention to your program. Use or modify the rubric to guide the 
decision process.  The presenters must leave the room while a decision is made. If 
necessary, the “bank officers’” requests for additional information should be specific. 
All comments must be substantiated by what was stated in the presentation.  

After all presentations are complete, engage students in a closing discussion.  
Which of the ideas would they really like to see brought to market?  Does any team 
want to pursue their concept further?  What was the biggest lesson they learned while 
doing this project?  What are their responses to the Essential Questions?  It’s quite 
possible, the assignment will be the spark of a future business and new entrepreneurs 
either for now or the future.   s

Information Sheet

Project Directions
1.  Form a group of 2-4 of your 

classmates with similar interests.
2.  Research possible small business 

ideas.
3.  Decide on a business you would 

like to develop.
4.  Explain why you chose this 

product or service.
5.  f possible, locate a source or 

person to get advice on bringing 
this idea to market.

6. Create a business plan
 • Identify your target market.
 • Consider how much 
financing you will need.

 •  Make realistic projections 
as to how long it will take 
before you begin making a 
profit.

 • Determine pricing for your 
product/service.

 • Develop an advertising/
marketing strategy.

7.  Prepare a presentation for a bank 
officer to get additional backing 
for your business.
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continued on page 14

Bank Accepts Proposal Bank Accepts Proposal- 

with Minor Reservations 

Bank Rejects Proposal 

or Requests Additional 

Information 

Business idea Innovative, exciting idea, 

novel solution for existing 

problem and/or makes new 

use of an existing 

product/service 

Fresh idea, solves existing 

problem and/or makes new 

use of an existing 

product/service 

Idea similar to others on 

the market, not clear as to 

problem it solves  

Reason for concept Well thought out, shows 

enthusiasm of developers 

Well thought out Reason for concept not 

clear 

Mentor/guide for 

concept 

Authority on subject Acceptable background for 

the concept 

No mentor/guide 

Business Plan    

• Target market Markets specifically 

indentified, funds to 

purchase product/service 

not a problem,  large 

market a plus 

Market generally identified 

and likely to have funds to 

purchase/service 

Hazy identification of 

market, uncertain if have 

enough funds for 

purchasing 

product/service 

• Amount of 

financing requested 

Detailed, realistic analysis 

of costs to be incurred;  

potential additional funding 

sources given 

Realistic analysis of costs 

to be incurred 

Costs to be incurred are 

estimates without 

supporting data  

• Projection for 

becoming profitable 

Conservative projection 

with alternative approach if 

slower than expected. 

Conservative projection Overly optimistic 

projection 

• Anticipated price 

for service/ product 

Attractively priced; neither 

too low to delay 

profitability nor too high to 

reduce sales 

Reasonably priced given 

costs to produce 

Unrealistic pricing –either 

too high or too low  

• Marketing plan Creative; shows 

understanding of target 

market 

Shows understanding of 

target market 

Not well thought out; is 

not realistic for target 

market 

Animals –Now and Then
Three exciting nonfiction titles celebrate the wonders and diversity of the animal kingdom. The lushly detailed torn 

and cut- paper illustrations of Steve Jenkins will draw the eye—and hands  -of students to The Animal Book: A Collection 
of the Fastest, Fiercest, Toughest, Shyest—and Most Surprising—Animals on Earth (Houghton Mifflin, 2013, 208 p. ill. 
978-0-547-55799-1). The book is divided into seven sections: Animals!, covering the definition, numbers, and other 
overall concepts; Family, the need to reproduce, finding a mate, and all about offspring; Animal Senses, heat, electricity 
and magnetism in addition to the regular five; Predators, their various techniques for getting their prey; Defenses, the 
many ways prey avoid being eaten; Animal Extremes, size, longevity, and more; and The Story of Life, from the beginnings, 
evolution, variations and mutations, and good designs.  Each section ends with “Facts,” and the book concludes with More 
Information including additional facts and a glossary.  A must have for your collection—and let it circulate. (Gr. 1-4)

Catherine Thimmes shows the science and art of paleontology in Scaly Spotted Feathered Frilled: How Do We Know 
What Dinosaurs Really Looked Like?  (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 56 p. ill. 978-0-547-99134-6).  Using illustrations 
by outstanding paleoartists, Thimmes shows the challenges of determining how dinosaurs looked, moved, and what their 
exteriors were like.  She traces how understanding changed as scientists discovered more fossils and had increasingly 
sophisticated technological tools to help them. She carefully observes, despite all that has been learned, paleontologists 
only can present a “probability,” but with every new discovery, the picture becomes more clear.  An authoritative resource 
on dinosaurs as well as a demonstration of how scientists carefully construct theories.   (Gr. 4-7)

Jinny Johnson’s entry in the Animal Planet series Wild World: An Encyclopedia of Animals (Millbrook Press, 2013, 132 
p. photos. 978-1-4677-1597-3) is copiously illustrated.   Divided into five sections from Mammals to Invertebrates, the 
chapters cover numerous animals falling within the class.  Most focus on a single family such as “cats” while a few deal with 
“Caring Parents,”  “ Nest building,” or “”Mimicry and camouflage” to more fully explore the class.  The page layout invites 
exploration and looking for more information.  (Gr. 4-8)
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Getting Down to Business
Explain how the following words and terms refer to starting your own business.

1. Brand

2. Business Plan

3. Crowdfunding

4. Employer Identification Number (EIN)

5. Entrepreneur

6. Franchise

7. Initial Public Offering (IPO)

8. Limited Liability Corporation (LLC)

9. Patent

10. Prototype

11. Marketing Plan

12. Startup

13. Stock

14. Trademark

www.slworkshop.net
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Getting Down to Business

Answers in brief
1.  Brand - a unique symbol, phrase, or other identifier of 

your product or service; defines your image; should deliver 
a clear message, motivate a buyer, make an emotional 
connection.

2.  Business Plan - document outlining the direction your 
company will take in the next three to five years; to get a 
bank loan you would have to show a strong business plan; 
components include an executive summary, description 
of the company; a market analysis, marketing plans, 
financial projection, and funding needs.

3.  Crowdfunding - Using the Internet to raise small 
amounts of money from a large number of people.  

4.  Employer Identification Number (EIN) - unique nine 
digit number given by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) 
to small businesses for identification for tax purposes; 
application is through the IRS and can be done online;  
it’s important to also check with your state in case a state 
number or charter is also needed. 

5.  Entrepreneur - Someone who identifies a need and 
undertakes developing business usually requiring financial 
risk and initiative to meet that need. 

6.  Franchise - a license granted by a successful business 
allowing someone to operate the same business elsewhere; 
franchisor normally provide levels of support for the 
franchisee; successful entrepreneurs sometimes franchise 
their product or service.

7.  Initial Public Offering (IPO) - the first sale of stock 
from a formerly private business; small businesses do 
this to raise capital; an investment or underwriter helps 
a company through the process; the company must show 
its books and the Securities and Exchange Commission 
(SEC) has oversight.

8.  Limited Liability Corporation (LLC) - a legal structure 
combining the limited liability feature of a corporation 
with the flexibility of a partnership; LLCs are not taxed 
as a corporation, instead profits go to members who are 

taxed through their personal federal income tax; small 
businesses with one or a few members frequently choose 
this structure.

9.  Patent - protection for intellectual property granted by 
the government to an inventor; prevents others from 
making, using or selling the invention; three types of 
patents are: design (for an original ornamental design 
for manufacture; utility (for a new invention, process, 
machine, etc.), plant (a new discovery or invention of an 
asexually reproduced, distinct new variety of a plant; fees 
for filing a patent and having an attorney can cost well 
over $15,000 although it could be as little as $5,000 for a 
simple item.

10.  Prototype - sample or working model of a product you 
wish to market; necessary for funding and/or getting a 
patent.

11.  Marketing Plan - identifies strategies to be employed 
to create a demand for a product or service; includes 
identifying competition, target market, pricing, budget, 
and advertising /promotion plan.

12.  Startup - a new company in its early stages of operation; 
often funded by venture capitalists; when an entrepreneur 
has moved from the idea to getting the financial backing 
needed to begin the business.

13.  Stock - security issued by a company; investors purchase 
shares of the stock represent what portion of the company 
the shareholder owns; common stock has voting rights, 
preferred stock doesn’t but has a higher claim on the 
company’s assets; a stock’s value is determined by the 
marketplace.

14.  Trademark - a legally registered word, phrase, or symbol 
identifying a company or product preventing its use by 
others; the process can take from six months to over a 
year; costs for registering a trademark if an attorney is 
used can be upward of $1,000.

Websites
7 Small Business Ideas for 

Teenagers & Kids - http://www.
moneycrashers.com/business-ideas-
teenagers-kids Includes how to get 
started

101 Business Ideas for Kids 
- http://olm.bloomington.k12.
mn.us/sites/default/files/content_
file_attachments/101%20Kids%20
Business%20Ideas.pdf  - List with 
brief explanations

Business Plan Guide - http://www.entrepreneur.com/businessplan/index.
html  Writing a plan, includes videos

How to Write a Business Plan - http://www.sba.gov/category/navigation-
structure/starting-managing-business/starting-business/how-write-business-
plan  Government site with links on how to write each part of the plan

Kids and Business - http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/15/kids-
business-entrepreneur_n_1020850.html Article on By Kids for Kids 

Teaching Kids Business - http://www.teachingkidsbusiness.com/
entrepreneurship-program.htm Extremely comprehensive

The 37 Greatest Business Ideas for Young Entrepreneurs - http://
www.mikemichalowicz.com/the-37-greatest-business-ideas-for-young-
entrepreneurs  Great as an idea starter
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BOOK REVIEWS
Inside and Outside the Classroom

School may be ending, but it always remains a presence in students’ lives, where most of  
the drama happens outside the classroom.  Send them off on vacation with an annotated 
list of titles they will enjoy.

Picture Books and First Chapter Books (Gr. PK-3)
Brouwer, Sigmund. Justine McKeen and the Bird Nerd. Ill. by Dave Whamond. 2013,Orca, 

51 p. 978-1-4598-0394-7
Since no one seems interested in buying plates made from recycled pig urine, Justine, the 

Queen of Green, undertakes helping Blatzo with his project.  Although his size intimidates many, 
he has been extremely upset by the number of birds killed crashing into windows. For his science 
project, he learns over one billion birds die this way.  Justine has him explain both his concern and 
ingenious solution to the mayor and town council.  Meanwhile she has another green project—
reusable toilet paper. Notes at the end give more information on all the green ideas mentioned. 
Readers will love this engaging Orca Echoes environmental series.  (Gr. 1-3)

Coven, Wanda.  Heidi Heckelbeck and the Tie-Dyed Bunny. Ill. by Priscilla Burns.  Little 
Simon, 2014, 110 p.

Heidi is thrilled when she is chosen to bring Maggie, Principal Pennypacker’s white rabbit, 
home for the weekend.  Her family is dyeing Easter eggs in her father’s lab, and Heidi breaks a 
big rule taking Maggie from her pen without an adult present and brings the bunny into the lab.  
Maggie squirms out of Heidi’s arms, hopping through bowls of dye.  Now Heidi must get the 
tie-dyed rabbit back to her pristine white.  Bathing doesn’t work so she uses a magic spell but that 
causes Maggie to be white with blue spots.  Fortunately, Aunt Trudy has a spell that works, and the 
spunky Heidi has learned a lesson.  Maybe. (Tenth in the chapter book series) (Gr. 1-3)

Diesen, Deborah.  Picture Day Perfection.  Ill. by Dan Santat. Abrams, 2013, unp. 978-1-
4197-0844-2

The narrator intends for this to be the best picture day ever. He wakes with a bad case of bed 
head.  His favorite shirt is smelly, wrinkled, and stained at the bottom of the hamper, and he has 
a “large syrup disaster” at breakfast just as the school bus arrives. All through the day, events make 
him messier and messier. Sitting before the photographer, he is so happy that all his plans for a 
perfect picture has worked so well, he ruins it by breaking into a big smile.  His mother says it’s his 
best picture ever.  Children will relate to what picture day is like— especially those who have had 
picture comes out weird.  End papers have “photos” of students.  (Gr. PK-3)

Moreillon, Judi. Ready and Waiting for You. Ill. by Catherine Stock. Eerdmans, 2013, unp. 
978-0-8028-5355-4

Starting with the bus ride, school is a warm, welcoming place. Each page, many as fold-outs, 
show how many people—crossing guards, principal, school mascot, secretary, and nurse, are all 
“ready and waiting for you.” The refrain repeats as more members of the school community from 
librarian and other specialists eagerly greet students.  Lunch and recess are opportunities to meet 
more workers – and of course the teacher is also ready and waiting.  A warm, reassuring welcome 
for those nervous about starting or returning to school.  (Gr. PK-1)

Nees, Susan. Field Trip.  Branches, Scholastic, 2013, 72 p. ill.  978-0-545-49612-4
As always, it’s one of Missy’s Super Duper Royal Deluxe chapter book adventures. Missy’s class 

is going on a field trip and she knows what that means—shopping in the gift store. While Missy 
chatters away, her partner Oscar finally tells her visiting state capitol is a chance to learn about laws and 
the job of the governor.  She is impatient throughout the tour and then is disappointed to hear there 
is no gift shop.  Seizing on the rule about staying with your partner she drags Oscar away, searching 
the building until she finds the governor.  Using what Oscar has told her, she convinces the governor 
a gift shop would be a great idea. (Gr. 1-3). 

Lower Middle Readers (Gr. 2-6)
Cox, Judy. Ukulele Hayley. Ill. by Amanda Haley. Holiday House, 2013, 82 p.  978-0-8234-

2863-2
After buying a ukulele at a garage sale, third grader Hayley decides to learn to play it as her 

act in the school’s talent show.  The new music teacher gives her lessons and inspired by her great-
great aunt with a disability who played in a band, she works hard and is a huge success at the show.  
Other kids want to learn to play, and soon there is a ukulele band.  Kids who were having a tough 
time in school join and become part of the band.  When a Board member plans to cut the music 
program to save money, Hayley rallies the band, parents and others, performing just before the 
board meeting. A good story about persistence and the importance of music.  (Gr. 2-4)

Haig, Matt. To Be a Cat. Ill. by Stacy Curtis.  Atheneum, 2013, 289 p.  978-1-4424-5405-7

Barney is tired of being bullied by 
Gavin, cruelly tormented by his principal 
Miss Whipmire who hates him even more 
than other children and at a loss since his 
divorced father disappeared.  Seeing a cat, he 
wishes he were one himself. The next morning 
he has turned into one, discovering his life 
has only gotten worse.  Miss Whipmire is 
a cat turned into a human and she wants 
him dead.  His efforts to get his mother and 
Rissa, his best friend, to realize who he is are 
fraught with peril.  He perseveres, figures out 
a way to convince Rissa, and learns what really 
happened to his father.  A Dickensian school 
situation with a unique perspective.  (Gr. 4-7)

Lowry, Lois.  Gooney Bird and All Her 
Charms. Ill. by Middy Thomas.  Houghton 
Mifflin Harcourt, 2013, 151 p.  978-0-544-
11354-1

The popular series continues, as Gooney 
Bird enlivens the class’s study of the human 
body when her uncle, an anatomy professor, 
brings a skeleton to use for a few weeks.  The 
students place it around the school to teach 
others about the body’s systems, starting in 
the library with it reading a book when they 
study the brain.  Despite one parent protesting 
the skeleton as disgusting and un-American 
(and stealing it), the students move it around 
adding explanatory signs. The day the skeleton 
is to be returned, parents come to a finale, and 
students use Gooney’s charm bracelet to share 
what they learned. The engaging Gooney 
Bird, as always, captivates readers. (Gr. 2-4)

Pakkala, Christine.  Last-But-Not-Least 
Lola Going Green. Ill. by Paul Hoppe. Boyds 
Mills Press, Highlights, 2013, 170 p. 978-1-
59078-935-3

Lola Zuckerman is always last because 
her teacher loves alphabetical order. Her 
former best friend, Amanda Anderson comes 
first, making it hard for Lola to come up 
with an original idea for the Going Green 
contest.  She’s determined to win it, just like 
her older brother did. Her compost idea ties 
and then beats Amanda’s trash-free lunch 
suggestion, but the rivalry between the two 
remains heated.  Hearing her mother say sorry 
to Amanda’s mother for an unkind comment, 
helps Lola find a way to apologize for her own 
behaviors.  A friendship is restored and now 
includes a third girl. Readers will want to see 
the next in the new series. (Gr. 2-4)

Tashjian, Janet. Einstein the Class 
Hamster. Ill. by Jake Tashjian. Christy 
Ottaviano Books, Henry Holt, 2013, 148 p. 
978-0-8050-9610-1

Descended from a long line of class 
hamsters, Einstein has accumulated an 
enormous assortment of facts which he uses 
for his quiz show, “Answer That Question.”  
Unfortunately, only the class animals and Ned, 
a good student without any friends, can hear 
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him. When the teacher announces she wants 
her students to enter an audition to be on 
“Kids Know Stuff,” Einstein is sure this is his 
opportunity to train the class.  However, the 
best he can do is coach Ned over the weekend. 
The class does well thanks to Ned—and 
Einstein,but the principal’s python has ideas 
about the hamster.  Loaded with trivia to 
delight readers. (Gr. 3-5)

Upper Middle Readers (Gr. 5-8)
Auch, MJ.  One + One = Blue. Christy 

Ottaviano Books, Henry Holt, 2013, 262 p.  
978-0-8050-9405-3

Discovering others don’t see numbers as 
colors, Basil feels he is a freak. A poor student 
and non-athlete, he likes his lonely place 
and is annoyed when Tenzie, a new girl at 
his middle school, joins him at the tiny desk 
where he has lunch, and amazingly has a 
similar sensory reaction to numbers.  She loves 
his grandmother, hangs around his home, and 
is delighted when Carly, Basil’s long absent 
mother returns and takes over directing 
the school play.  Carly’s flees responsibility 
once again, but this time Tenzie convinces 
Basil they should find and join her. Family, 
friendship, and secrets keep readers turning 
pages.  (Gr. 5-8)

Balaban, Bob. Sink or Swim. Ill. by 
Andy Rash. Viking, 2013, 253 p.  978-0-670-
01272-5

Charlie Drinkwater, mutant dinosaur 
because of a recessive gene, is back as The 
Creature from the Seventh Grade. Despite 
being eight and a half feet tall, he is still afraid 
of almost everything. When someone robs 
salmon from the father of his nemesis Craig, 
Charlie is the prime suspect. More crimes 
point to him despite his alibis. He finds the 
true thief, but it’s a cousin he didn’t know he 
had. To aid his relative, Charlie keeps his secret 
but must deal with one of his huge fears as 
he is required to be on the swim team.  How 
Charlie faces his phobias despite himself 
makes for continuing fun in this ongoing 
series. (Gr. 5-7)

Chapman, Clay McLeod. The Tribe: 
Homeroom Headhunters. Disney, Hyperion, 
2013, 295 p.978-1-4231-5221-7

He didn’t burn down his last school—
just a few classrooms. Now in a new school, 
Spencer is in constant trouble because of his 
smart mouth and propensity for spinning 
tales, but mainly because of a band of runaway 
kids who inhabit the school, hiding above the 
ceiling panels and in the basement.  Compass, 
Peashooter, Yardstick, Sporkboy (named for 
their weapons of choice), and Sully, the only 
girl, having been losers are now determined 
to create their own world and want Spencer 
to join them.  A climax involving school-
wide vomiting and diarrhea will delight male 
readers. Peter Pan meets Lord of the Flies in this 
new series. (Gr. 5-8)

Gownley, Jimmy.  The Dumbest Idea Ever! Graphix, Scholastic, 2014, 235 p. 978-0-545-
45346-2

In an autobiographical graphic novel, Gownley shows how he became a cartoonist. A top 
student and basketball star until eighth grade when chicken pox followed by pneumonia sets him 
back. His GPA plummets as he starts high school, partly because he stays up late drawing comics.  
With the help of parents and friends, he self-publishes, getting media attention. It goes to his head, 
until he goes with his new girlfriend on a field trip to New York and sees the work of real artists. 
Depressed at his lack of ability he wants to quit but decides to learn his craft instead.  A true tale of 
perseverance and the importance of friends which will engage readers.  (Gr. 5-8

Mills, Claudia.  Zero Tolerance. Margaret Ferguson Books, Farrar Straus Giroux, 2013, 231 
p. 978-0-374-33312-6

Seventh grade Sierra is an honors student who always does the right thing. When she 
mistakenly takes her mother’s lunch instead of her own and finds a knife in it. Sierra turns it in, but 
it’s too late.  The school has a zero tolerance policy.  She must serve in-school suspension pending 
an expulsion hearing. Her lawyer father springs to action.  The media mobilizes. While all this 
spins around her, she discovers special qualities in the kids serving in-school suspension with her, 
particularly one who tries to cover for Sierra’s first “bad” act, and she comes to understand that zero 
tolerance works for no one. Much food for thought and discussion. (Gr. 5-7)

Older Readers (Gr. 7-12)
Clark, Kristin Elizabeth.  Freakboy. Farrar Straus Giroux, 2013, 435 p. 978-0-374-32472-8
Brendan is a star wrestler. He loves his wrestler girlfriend, Vanessa.  He can’t be gay, even if 

his coach calls him Brenda.  He’s always liked girls, but is it how guys like girls?  Why does he 
dream of having breasts and wake excited?  Does he love Vanessa or want to be her?  This novel in 
verse follows his tortured path as he tries to discover who he is and come to terms with it.  Angel, 
a transgender female working at the LGBTQ teen center has her own demons but helps him 
understand himself.  The three voices echo the worst fears of teens while exploring many gender 
identities.   A list of resources and further reading suggestions are at the end. (Gr. 9-12)

Crane, Caprice.  Confessions of a Hater. Feiwel and Friends, 2013, 352 p. 978-1-250-00846-6
Sophomore Hailey thinks she will still be an “invisible” when her family moves to California 

until she finds a diary, written by her popular older sister who’s in college.  Taking her sister’s cast 
off clothes and the diary, she successfully remakes herself, but once in Skyler’s inner circle she finds 
she doesn’t like being a hater.  She aligns with other “invisibles” and they organize around the diary’s 
advice, using it to blur the popularity lines.  In her quest to bring Skyler down, Hailey finds she is 
becoming a hater herself, and the consequences are huge.  High school language and life is accurate 
and the cover and endpapers are great.  Bitingly funny.  (Gr. 9-12)

Fishman, Seth.  The Well’s End. G. P.  Putnam’s Sons, Penguin, 2014, 347 p. 978-0-399-
15990-9

After falling down a well as a baby, sixteen-year-old Mia has always been afraid of the dark. 
Her ability to fight the fear becomes critical when a virus causing rapid aging infects her posh 
boarding school where she is a “townie.”  A call to her father who has a top-secret job at the Cave, 
an installation under a mountain, reveals he knows about the virus and wants her to avoid the 
quarantine and come to him.  Joined by other “townies,” she dodges soldiers in hazmat suits, finally 
reaching her father.  Although they are safe, the danger is still present and the secrets of the Cave 
are not yet revealed.  The taut drama will have readers eager for the sequel. (Gr. 7-12)

Holland, L. Tam.  The Counterfeit Family Tree of Vee Crawford-Wong.  Simon & Schuster, 
2013, 357 p. 978-1-4424-1264-4

A non-athletic sophomore with a Chinese father and Texan mother, Vee knows he is never 
to ask them about their families.  Faced with needing to write a report on his family’s history, he 
researches China, creating fictitious roots.  The assignment makes him want to know more and he 
begins prying into his family past and learns much of his parent’s secrets. He cajoles his best friend 
Miao-Ling who embraces her heritage into forging a letter from his Chinese grandparents saying 
“all is forgiven, please come visit.”  Knowing the trip is a lie, Vee is worried but could never anticipate 
the results.  Many-layered and funny, this will hook readers. (Gr. 9-12)

Valentine, Allyson.  How (Not) to Find a Boyfriend. Philomel, Penguin, 2013. 300 p. 978-0-
399-25771-1

To hide being a brainiac, sophomore cheerleader Nora transfers out of her AP and Honors 
classes only to discover that Adam, new to the school and brilliant isn’t in any of her new classes.  
Using dormant chess skills she gets reassigned to his classes by making a series of trades including 
giving her nerd older brother’s old Hamlet paper to the head cheerleader.  Her machinations 
eventually cause havoc and pain to those she has involved. Taking her kid brother’s advice, she 
apologizes and undoes much of the damage. Although she has learned her lesson, she needs to do 
some final swaps. A well-told message about being yourself.  (Gr. 7-10)   s
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TECH TALK
6 Ways to Use Google Forms  

in a Library Program
by Meghen Ehrich

Google Certified Trainer, Author
Columbia, Maryland

meghenehrich1@gmail.com

F
ast, easy, and organized!  These are just a few of the reasons I love using Google 
Forms for surveys, assessments, and more.  Google Forms is one of the core tools in 
the Google Apps suite of collaboration tools and is automatically available to anyone 

with a Google account. It allows you to build and distribute forms, track responses, and 
analyze the responses.

Highlighted Features
Before reviewing how easy it is to create and administer a Google Form, look at 

some of the features that make it such an appealing tool.
 • Cloud-based - Since Forms is part of Google Drive, you can access your existing 
forms and responses on almost any internet enabled device.

 • Question Types - There are nine different question types, including various 
selected response styles, short answer, scale, date, and time.  

 • Images and Video - Add an image or YouTube video and combine it with a 
question for a media-rich form.  

 • Collaborators - Like the rest of the tools in Google Drive, you can invite other 
users with Google Accounts to collaborate on the form questions and layout.

 • Organized Responses - All responses are automatically collected into a Google 
Spreadsheet and time stamped with the date and time the form was submitted.

 • Summary of Results - Results for all selected response type questions (multiple 
choice, checkbox, choose from a list) and scale/grid questions are displayed as 
charts.  This makes analyzing the results a fast and easy task.

 • Customizable - While you can’t create your own theme, you can choose from 
a small selection and edit the confirmation message that is displayed upon form 
submission.

 • Easy Sharing - Forms cans be embedded into a website, making it convenient for 
your target audience to complete them.  You can also share the link to the form via 
email or as a post on G+, Facebook, or Twitter with just a few clicks.

 • Page Breaks and Logic Branching - Longer forms can be broken down into 
several pages using the page break feature.  You can even insert a progress bar at the 
bottom of the form to indicate how much of the form has been completed.  Page 
breaks also allow you to create branching forms where users are presented with 
different questions based on their response. For example, if the initial questions is, 
“Do you like ice cream?” and the user selects “yes”, “What is your favorite flavor?” 
will be the next question displayed. If the user selects “no”, “Why don’t you like ice 
cream?” would be displayed. Creating a branching form takes a bit of planning, but 
can result in more effective data collection.

Ideas for Use
Media Wish List - Find out what resources students or teachers would like to see 

added to your media center.   When funds become available through school budgets, or 
even fundraisers, you have a wish list to consult.  http://goo.gl/xzIR3J 

Equipment Requests and Tracking - Are you the person responsible for 
distributing and collecting equipment in your building?  Put an end to the “Oh, 
I need....” hallway conversations or scraps of paper left in your mailbox.  Require 

everyone to complete the Equipment 
Request form.  Add a “Returned On” 
column to the responses spreadsheet 
and update when the items are returned.  
http://goo.gl/E5TI1b 

Collaboration Planner - Help your 
teachers help you develop a collaborative 
lesson. It won’t do the work for you, 
but at least you have a consistent set 
of questions that teachers can think 
through before starting a project 
that includes media center resources.  
http://goo.gl/sGyhkP 

Media Reviews - Give students 
an opportunity to share their opinions 
about the books they are reading or 
even educational apps they are using. If 
you have a website for the media center, 
highlight some of the reviews and give 
students an authentic audience for their 
writing. http://goo.gl/PfRN2l 

Call for Book Fair Volunteers - This 
short form allows you to quickly collect 
contact and availability information from 
anyone interested in volunteering at the 
book fair (or any other event.) Even if 
you aren’t able to use everyone this time, 
you have started building a database of 
potential volunteers - and who couldn’t 
use more help? http://goo.gl/SiQbsS 

Assessment - Use pre/post a 
lesson, as a formative or summative tool.  
http://goo.gl/lrMaqJ

Getting Started
In order to create a Google Form, 

you must have a Google account 
(respondents do not need a Google 
Account to complete your form).  If you 
have a Gmail account or your school or 
district uses Google Apps, you should be 
good to go. If you don’t have a Google 
Apps account or Gmail, you can create 
one for free at https://accounts.google.
com.
CREATE

 • Access Google Drive and select 
Form from the Create menu

 • Give your form a title and select a 
theme.

 • Edit the sample question: include 
a question title, select the type of 
question, enter answer choices or 
details, then choose whether or not 
the question is required.

 • Using the Add Item button or 

www.slworkshop.net
http://goo.gl/xzIR3J
http://goo.gl/E5TI1b
http://goo.gl/sGyhkP
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https://accounts.google.com/.
https://accounts.google.com/.
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the Insert menu, add additional 
questions or layout elements 
(images, videos, or page breaks) to 
your form.

 • Rearrange any question by 
dragging and dropping them.

 • Edit your confirmation message to 
make it more personalized.

 • Preview your form before you send 
it out by clicking on the View live 
form button.

DISTRIBUTE
 • Click the Send Form button.  
Choose your method of distribution:

 • Copy the link that is displayed 
and put it on your website, in a 
newsletter (use a URL shortener or 
QR Code maker first), or include it 
in an email.

 • Click Embed to update settings 
and to copy the embed code for 
your website.

 • Click inside the box below Send 
form via email and enter the email 
addresses of your target audience.  
By default, users will receive a link 
to the form and the actual form in 
the email message. This will make 
it easy for them to complete the 
form, though they will not see the 
theme and may not see the images 

- depending on how their mail client processes images.
TRACK and ANALYZE RESPONSES 

 • Now that people have started responding to your form, it’s time to review the 
responses.

 • Access Google Drive and open your form.  
 • From the Responses menu, select View Responses.  This will open a separate spreadsheet 
with all of the responses. (You can also access this spreadsheet directly from the 
Drive list.)

 • Column A will display the timestamp for when the submission was received.
 • You can use all of the regular spreadsheet tools, such as sorting and filtering, to 
examine the data.

 • From the Responses menu in the Form (or from the Form menu in the 
spreadsheet), select Summary of Responses.  

 • A new tab will display the total number of responses received as well as a chart 
or graph of the distribution of responses for all selected response, scale/grid or 
date questions. Responses to text questions will also be shown, but they are easier 
to view in the spreadsheet.
For a complete, step-by-step guide to creating a form, visit http://goo.gl/2cQfHk.  

Things to Know
 • Before you get too excited and start creating your form, here are a few tips to 
consider:

 • If you’re a Google Apps user, and the people completing the form are in your 
domain, you can collect their email addresses automatically.

 • For easier data analysis, via the Summary of Responses feature, try to frame 
questions as selected response or grid/scale.

 • If you anticipate that there will be a lag time between form submissions, you may 
want to turn on Notifications (Tools menu) so you can receive an email when a 
form has been submitted.   s

EDITOR’S NOTE: Email us at hilda@slworkshop.net or comment on our 
Facebook page and let us know how this tool worked for you.

PRIMARY 
SOURCE  

CONNECTIONS
The Yosemite Story

by Gail Petri 
Primary Source Specialist

“Whether one sits with religious 
veneration at the foot of Mount Shasta; or 
cools himself in the refreshing shade of the 
natural caves and bridges; or walks beneath 
the giant shadows of the mammoth trees of 
Calaveras; or stands in awe, looking upon 
the frowning and pine-covered heights of 
the Valley of the Yo-Ham-i-te – he feels 
that ‘A thing of beauty is a joy forever.’ And 
that the Californian’s home may compare 

in picturesque magnificence with that of any other land.” 
James Mason Hutchings – Hutchings Illustrated California – Volume 1
https://archive.org/details/hutchingsillust01unkngoog

(1879) Yosemite Valley from Inspiration Point by Carlton Watkins
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2005696766/

1
50 years ago (30 June 1864) U.S. President Abraham Lincoln granted Yosemite 
Valley to the State of California for ‘public use, resort and recreation’, making it 
the first park in the USA to be permanently set aside. This timeline will help your 

students get a sense of the amazing history of this national wonder. 

 

http://goo.gl/2cQfHk
mailto:hilda@slworkshop.net
https://archive.org/details/hutchingsillust01unkngoog
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2005696766/
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 z In 1855, James Mason Hutchings was one of the first people to lead tourists 
to view the wonders of Yo-Ham-i-te as it was earlier referred to. Teacher Tip: 
Read more in Hutching’s Illustrated California. https://archive.org/details/
hutchingsillust01unkngoog

 z 1864: President Abraham Lincoln signs federal legislation establishing the 
“Yosemite Grant,” the first time the US Federal Government sets aside 
land for use as a park. http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/today/jun30.html 
Teacher Tip: Read text of Senate Bill 203 http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/
query/r?ammem/consrvbib:@field(NUMBER+@band(amrvl+vl001))

 z 1865: Frederick Law Olmsted, as a commissioner managing the Yosemite 
Grant, writes a report on Yosemite and the Mariposa Grove, which the 
commission suppresses. http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/
consrvbib:@field(NUMBER+@band(amrvm+vm02))

 z 1869: John Muir arrives in Yosemite in October and sets pen to paper to 
capture his experience of awakening in the Sierra Nevada Mountains of 
California. Published in 1911, My First Summer in the Sierra is based on 
Muir’s original journals and sketches of his 1869 stay in the vicinity of the 
Yosemite Valley. http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/today/jul19.html 

“Watching the daybreak and sunrise. The pale rose and purple sky changing softly to 
daffodil yellow and white, sunbeams pouring through the passes between the peaks and over 
the Yosemite domes, making their edges burn; the silver firs in the middle ground catching 
the glow on their spiry tops, and our camp grove fills and thrills with the glorious light.”

 z 1880: President Hayes visits Yosemite.
 z 1889 Muir returns to Yosemite and discovers it has deteriorated and is in need 
of restoration and protection.

 z October 1, 1890: Yosemite becomes a national park. http://www.history.
com/this-day-in-history/yosemite-national-park-established 

 z May 28, 1892: Establishment of the Sierra Club http://www.sierraclub.org/
history/timeline.aspx 

 z 1903: John Muir and Theodore Roosevelt camp at Yosemite.
(1903) President Roosevelt and party, 

Inspiration Point, Yosemite Valley, California 
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/
cph/item/2009633778/

 z 1905: Yosemite National Park is 
expanded by adding Mariposa Grove 
and Yosemite Valley. Teacher Tip: Read 
1910 book for more history: Mariposa 
Grove of Big Trees: A Short History of 
the Mariposa Big Trees and the Yosemite 
Valley https://archive.org/details/

mariposagroveofb00leit  
 z 1909: President Taft visits Yosemite
 z 1909-1910: Attempts made to develop water resources in Hetch Hetchy 
Valley for use by the city of San Francisco. Teacher Tip: Read John Muir’s 
persuasive message - Let Everyone Help to Save the Famous Hetch-Hetchy 
Valley and Stop the  Commercial Destruction Which Threatens Our National 
Parks. http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/AMALL:@
field(NUMBER+@band(amrvg+vg50))

 z 1913: Raker Act passes US Congress, which allows the flooding of Hetch 
Hetchy Valley. http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/
AMALL:@field(NUMBER+@band(amrvl+vl556))

 z 1916: National Park Service established. (Today in History) http://memory.
loc.gov/ammem/today/apr05.html 

Additional Yosemite Resources – Primary sources related to the history of 

Yosemite are available in many formats, 
both in the Library of Congress and 
from sites across the Internet. Use the 
Library of Congress Teacher’ Guides 
with your students as they discover the 
fascinating history of Yosemite through 
primary sources. http://www.loc.
gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/
guides.html 

 z For Younger Students
 S (America’s Library) Yosemite 
Land Grant Signed June 
30, 1864 http://www.
americaslibrar y.gov/jb/
civil/jb_civil_yosemite_1.
html 

 S (America’s Library) John 
Muir and the Sierras July 
19,1869 http://www.
americaslibrar y.gov/jb/
civil/jb_civil_yosemite_1.
html 

 S (America’s Library) The 
National Park Service was 
Established April 5, 1916 
http://www.americaslibrary.
g o v / j b / j a z z / j b _ j a z z _
parkserv_1.html 

 z Books (A Short Selection)
 S Yosemite Online Writings 
http://www.yosemite.ca.us/
library/ The goal of this 
site is to preserve and make 
accessible, online, as well as 
through books and other 
writings Yosemite National 
Park. Note: This is a treasure 
trove of primary source 
material. 

 S (1862) Scenes of Wonder 
and Curiosity in California 
by James Mason Hutchings 
http://www.yosemite.ca.us/
library/scenes_of_wonder_
and_curiosity/ Note: This 
is the first travel guide for 
Yosemite. Chapter 4 is 
devoted to Yo-Semite Valley. 

 S (1870) The Yosemite Guide-
book: A Description of 
the Yosemite Valley and 
the Adjacent Region of 
the Sierra Nevada, and of 
the Big Trees of California 
https://archive.org/details/
yosemiteguideboo00geol
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 S (1880) The Yosemite By Wallace Bruce. Illustrated by James D. Smillie. 
This is written as a poem. https://archive.org/details/yosemite00bruc 

 S (1901) Our National Parks, by John Muir. Note: This collection of essays 
went through a dozen printings and established Muir’s national reputation 
as the great philosopher-defender of wilderness, the man who did as much as 
anyone to influence and articulate the wilderness-preservation movement, 
the climate of sentiment which led to the creation of the national park 
system https://archive.org/details/nationalparksour00muirrich 

 S (1904) Yosemite Legends by Bertha H. Smith https://archive.org/
details/yosemitelegends00smit 

 S (1919) Yosemite National Park California https://archive.org/details/
yosemitenational01unit -

 z Images, Drawings and Maps
 S (Historic American Buildings Survey, 
Engineering Record, Landscapes Survey) 
Yosemite National Park Roads & Bridges, 
Yosemite Village, Mariposa County, CA 

h t t p : / / w w w . l o c . g o v / p i c t u r e s /
item/2013634544/

 S http://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/hh/item/ca1673/ Teacher Tip: 
This rich resource includes historical data, maps, measured drawings and 
photographs.

 S (Library of Congress – Prints and Photographs Online Catalog) http://
www.loc.gov/pictures/ Teacher Tip: Search using the terms Yosemite, 
Yosemite Valley, Yosemite National Park for hundreds of beautiful images. 

 S (c.1865-1866) Lower Yosemite Falls by Carleton E. Watkins 
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/AMALL:@
field(NUMBER+@band(cph+3b52349)) Note: Carleton E. Watkins 
was one of California’s early commercial photographers. In the 1860s, he 
created some of the first and most important photographs of the Yosemite 
region. Teacher Tip: Search LOC using his name.

 S (1871) The Yosemite Valley / L. Prang & Co. http://www.loc.gov/
pictures/collection/pga/item/94508695/ 

 S (2007) Yosemite Valley by Carol Highsmith http://www.loc.gov/
pictures/resource/highsm.04968/ 

 S (2011) Mural “Themes of the National Parks: Yosemite National Park,” 
by David McCosh at the Department of Interior Building, Washington, 
D.C. http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2013634544/ Photo by Carol 
Highsmith. 

 S National Park Service – Yosemite Historical Images http://www.
nps.gov/media/photo/gallery.htm?id=B17BC4E5-155D-4519-
3EC6B73FCE2806A8# Note: This is a sampling of historical images 
from the park’s collection.

 z Lesson Plan and Teacher Resources 
 S (Library of Congress Teacher Page) The Conservation Movement at 
a Crossroads: The Hetch Hetchy Controversy http://www.loc.gov/
teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/conservation/index.html 

 S (Collection Connection) Mapping the National Parks http://www.loc.
gov/teachers/classroommaterials/connections/mapping-national-
parks/ Teacher Tip: The Collection Connection offers teaching tips for 
using this material.

 S (Collection Connection) The Evolution of the Conservation Movement 
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/connections/
conservation/ 

 z Maps
 S (National Archives) Map of Yosemite National Park http://www.archives.

 

gov/historical-docs/todays-
d o c / i n d e x . h t m l ? d o d -
date=630 

 S (Yosemite Library) Yosemite 
Historic Maps http://www.
yosemite.ca.us/librar y/
maps/ Note: This site offers 
a fantastic selection of historic 
and current maps of Yosemite. 

 z Music
 S (1872) Yosemite Valley 
March http://www.loc.gov/
item/sm1872.05019/ 

 S (1881) Yosemite Valley 
Waltzes http://www.loc.
gov/item/sm1881.09296/ 

 S (1890) Yosemite Echoes 
http://www.loc.gov/item/
ihas.100001585/ 

 z Newspapers
 S (Chronicling America) 
Yosemite National Park: Path 
to Conservation – links to 
primary source historical news 
articles. http://www.loc.gov/
rr/news/topics/yosemite.
html Teacher Tip: Find 
additional articles by entering 
the search term -Yosemite 
- on the Chronicling 
America search page. http://
chroniclingamerica.loc.gov 

 z Personal Narratives
 S (1876) Two years in 
California. By Mary 
Cone http://memory.
loc.gov/cgi-bin/quer y/
r ? a m m e m / c a l b k b i b : @
f i e l d ( N U M B E R + @
band(calbk+126)) Teacher 
Tip: Her trip to Yosemite 
begins p. 196

 S (1881) Over the purple 
hills, or Sketches of travel 
in California, embracing 
all the important points 
usually visited by tourists. 
By Caroline M. Churchill 
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gdc/
calbk.092 Teacher Tip: Click 
on “View Text” to locate 
chapters describing her visit 
to Yosemite. 

 z Yosemite and National Parks– 
Just a few more treasures!

 S (National Archives – Our 
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http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/AMALL:@field(NUMBER+@band(cph+3b52349))
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/pga/item/94508695/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/pga/item/94508695/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/highsm.04968/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/highsm.04968/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2013634544/
http://www.nps.gov/media/photo/gallery.htm?id=B17BC4E5-155D-4519-3EC6B73FCE2806A8
http://www.nps.gov/media/photo/gallery.htm?id=B17BC4E5-155D-4519-3EC6B73FCE2806A8
http://www.nps.gov/media/photo/gallery.htm?id=B17BC4E5-155D-4519-3EC6B73FCE2806A8
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/conservation/index.html
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/conservation/index.html
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/connections/mapping-national-parks/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/connections/mapping-national-parks/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/connections/mapping-national-parks/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/connections/conservation/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/connections/conservation/
http://www.archives.gov/historical-docs/todays-doc/index.html?dod-date=630
http://www.archives.gov/historical-docs/todays-doc/index.html?dod-date=630
http://www.archives.gov/historical-docs/todays-doc/index.html?dod-date=630
http://www.archives.gov/historical-docs/todays-doc/index.html?dod-date=630
http://www.yosemite.ca.us/library/maps/
http://www.yosemite.ca.us/library/maps/
http://www.yosemite.ca.us/library/maps/
http://www.loc.gov/item/sm1872.05019/
http://www.loc.gov/item/sm1872.05019/
http://www.loc.gov/item/sm1881.09296/
http://www.loc.gov/item/sm1881.09296/
http://www.loc.gov/item/ihas.100001585/
http://www.loc.gov/item/ihas.100001585/
http://www.loc.gov/rr/news/topics/yosemite.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/news/topics/yosemite.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/news/topics/yosemite.html
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/calbkbib:@field(NUMBER+@band(calbk+126))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/calbkbib:@field(NUMBER+@band(calbk+126))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/calbkbib:@field(NUMBER+@band(calbk+126))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/calbkbib:@field(NUMBER+@band(calbk+126))
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/calbkbib:@field(NUMBER+@band(calbk+126))
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gdc/calbk.092
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gdc/calbk.092
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Documents) Act Establishing Yellowstone National Park (1872) http://
www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=45

 S (National Parks Service) Yosemite Anniversary http://www.nps.gov/
featurecontent/yose/anniversary/index.html 

 S (PBS) The National Parks: America’s Best Idea PBS film series by Ken 
Burns http://www.pbs.org/nationalparks/history/ Don’t miss the 
timeline http://www.pbs.org/nationalparks/history/timeline/ 

 S (Smithsonian) John Muir’s Yosemite http://www.smithsonianmag.com/
history/john-muirs-yosemite-10737/?no-ist

Summer vacation is fast approaching. I hope you and your students will take some 
time to visit a national park in your area. It might not be Yosemite, but you’ll find national 
treasures and parks in all of the fifty United States. Photographer Ansel Adams spent time 

photographing the wonders of Yosemite. 
His words sum up its beauty and magic.

“Yosemite Valley, to me, is always a 
sunrise, a glitter of green and golden wonder 
in a vast edifice of stone and space. I know of no 
sculpture, painting, or music that exceeds the 
compelling spiritual command of the soaring 
shape of the granite cliff and dome, of patina 
of light on rock and forest, and of the thunder 
and whispering of the falling, flowing waters. 
At first the colossal aspect may dominate; then 
we perceive and respond to the delicate and 
persuasive complex of nature.”   s

POETRY
A Global Perspective

P
oetry can be a means for helping 
students become aware of the 
larger world and take the first steps 

toward global citizenship.  Jon J Muth 
brings his Zen approach to the easily 
understood haiku explaining its origins 
and evolution in his opening “Author’s 
Note”, and Brian P. Cleary expands 
on it by broadening the subjects of his 
poems as well as lantern poems poetic 
form from Japan.  Alma Flor Ada and 
F. Isabel Campoy explore what being 
Latino means bringing history and a 
personal touch.  

Around the Year with Panda Bear
Muth, Jon J Hi, Koo! A Year of 

Seasons. Scholastic, 2013, unp. ill.  
978-0-545-16668-3

Koo, the nephew of Stillwater, the 
Zen teaching panda, introduced in Zen 
Ties has a starring role in this haiku 
celebration of the seasons.  The title 
is as clever as the twenty-six poems, 
each with a succeeding letter of the 
alphabet in capital letters, giving the 
collection another dimension. The six 
poems under Fall begins with Autumn 
who is possibly “…dreaming of new 
clothes”—a concept for students to 
ponder.

Seven haiku characterize Winter.  
Icicles  are “dripping fingers” but 
crocuses in the Morning show “winter 
is old now.”   Among the six for Spring 
are the two very Zen-like, “Quiet and 
still/ long enough/ for birds to make 
nests” and feeling Sad after “killing a 
bug.” The final seven poems for Summer 
conclude “becoming so quiet/Zero 

sound/only breath.” Tranquil and thought provoking, two worthy things for the end 
of the school year. (Gr. PK-4)

Nature and More
Cleary, Brian P. If It Rains Pancakes: Haiku and Lantern Poems.  Ill. by Andy 

Rowland. Millbrook , 2014, 32 p.978-1-4677-1609-3
In his explanation “What Is a Haiku?” Cleary briefly gives the background 

and explanation of haiku and how he has included topics other than the customary 
nature, and urges students to try writing their own.  Six of the twenty focus on the 
traditional subject such as April with tulips rising “as if they’re awakening/from 
winter’s slumber” and Reflection observing “Sunset on the lake--/like a brilliant 
yellow road/to a sinking ball.” By contrast, he also offers four on food including 
What If?  with the title lines, “If it rains pancakes” syrup, fork and a plate rather 
than an umbrella are needed.

Cleary describes the shape and the syllabic structure to introduce his fifteen 
lantern poems.  The one syllable noun is the subject (and title of sorts) followed 
by the descriptor lines, and a single syllable end.  Despite its rigid format, the 
results can be humorous as in “Sneeze--/ah-CHOOOO--/hurricane/out of my 
nose/blows” or the more philosophical “Hug:/ a gift/ that is best/when you return/
it.” The full-color illustrations have a light-hearted cartoon quality.  An engaging 
introduction to the new Poetry Adventures series. (Gr. 2-5)

Hispanic Heritage
Ada, Alma Flor and Campy, F. Isabel.  Yes! We Are Latinos, Ill. by David Diaz. 

Charlesbridge, 2013, 96 p. 978-1-58089-383-1
There are over fifty million Latinos or Latinas living in the United States.  

They have arrived at different times and work at all levels of American society 
from the farm and factory to being doctors, scientists, entrepreneurs, and artists.  
To bring their varied backgrounds to readers as well as promoting Latino pride, 
the authors offer thirteen portraits in the form of a narrative poem each with a 
title beginning My Name Is followed by a descriptor giving their ethnic origin and 
where they currently live, and the statement, “I am Latino” (or “Latina”).

 The narrator of My Name is José Miguel—not Joe, not Mike is Cuban and 
Nicaraguan, living in Tampa, Florida.  He deals with kids who kids who mock 
his name, first calling him “No way, José” and then teasing him with his middle 
name after Miguel’s Tacos opens.  His teacher wants him to make things easier 
on himself by using Joe or Mike, but José Miguel reminds him of the great 
writers such as Dom Miguel de Cervantes. The view of Latino life is powerful 
and varied, including Lili who is Guatemalan and Chinese and Michiko, Peruvian 
and Japanese, both living in Los Angeles.  A brief essay after each poem explores 
the history and culture represented by that narrator ranging from Africa roots, 
Sephardic Jews, Asian presence in Latin America, Native Americans, as well as the 
more expected origins.  A rich source of information and well-written poetry make 
for a strong contribution to your collection.  (Gr. 4-8)   s
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BOOKS IN FOCUS
Thinking Outside the Box

R
ecognizing innovation comes from curiosity, cultivating creativity has become an 
educational issue.  Kids are naturally curious, but their creativity is often stifled 
by the confines of the Common Core curriculum.Use your story time to keep 

their minds open.  There are really boxes in two of these stories.  Drew Daywalt 
has crayons complaining, and George in Sam Zuppardi’s tale  finds a box from the 
washing machine to go “nowhere” and make is special. The girl in Katie Becker’s 
story has a dream for a playground which is turned into reality.

Daywalt, Drew. The Day the Crayons Quit. Ill. by Oliver Jeffers. Philomel, 
Penguin, 2013, unp. ill.  978-399-25537-3

“We are not happy” says the sign outside the box of twelve crayons on the title 
page. In a series of letters, all written and mostly illustrated in that color, the crayons 
in turn let Duncan know why they are unhappy. Red is overworked. Purple doesn’t 
approve of his coloring outside the lines.  Beige feels he comes in second to brown. 
Gray, White, and Black have their own complaints.  Green is perfectly happy but 
wants Duncan to settle a dispute between Orange and Yellow who driving everyone 
crazy. Blue is worn to nub from being the favorite, while Pink is unhappy at being 
ignored, and Peach is hiding in the box since Duncan peeled off his paper wrapping. 
Duncan responds to the complaints with a multi-color drawing, earning an A for 
coloring and an A+ for creativity.  (Gr. PK-2)

Activities
1. Colors

 • What are your favorite colors? Which ones do you like least?  Create a 
class graph to show the most and least popular.

 • Many colors are named for things such as “moss green.”  What do you 
think would make a good color that is not in a large box of crayons? What 
would make a terrible color?

 • Make a drawing with a partner with each of you choosing your two favorite 
crayons to create it.  Share the drawing with the class.

2. Playing by yourself
 • Duncan obviously enjoys drawing with his crayons. What do you like to 
do when you don’t have friends around.  Draw a picture showing you 
doing it and explain why you like it.

 • Choose items from among your toys.  What complaints would they have?  
Share your ideas with your classmates.

Zuppardi, Sam.  The Nowhere Box. Candlewick, 2013, unp. ill.  978-7636-
6367-4
George’s two younger brothers follow him everywhere—even to the bathroom. 

When he runs from them, they ask him where he is going.  He replies, “Nowhere! 
And you can’t follow me.” In the background a washing machine has just been 
delivered and George decorates the outside, and the inside, where he escapes, 
flashlight in hand, and goes Nowhere. It’s big and empty, until George populates 
it with his imagination. His brothers hunt for George but can’t find him because 
he is Nowhere.  Except nowhere has no one there, neither enemy pirates nor 
dragons, but he knows where to find them.  He gets back in his ship and sets his 
course for home. (Gr. PK-3)
3. Brothers and Sisters

 • What is great about having a sister or brother? What makes having a sister 
or brother a problem? If you are an only child, what is good and bad about 
it?

 • How many in your class are the oldest child?  How many are the youngest?
 • What other brother/sister categories are there?  Who in your class fits into 
each?  How can you show the numbers in each category? 

4. Imaginary trips
 • Draw an imaginary trip you 
would like to take.

 • Find more books about 
imaginary trips such as Journey 
by Aaron Becker, a 2014 
Caldecott Honor Book.  Explain 
what you like or don’t like about 
this type of book.

Becker, Kate M.  My Dream 
Playground. Ill. by Jed 
Henry. A KaBOOM! Book, 
Candlewick, 2013, unp. 978-
0-7636-5531-0
A young girl believes someday 

her dream of a playground in her 
urban neighborhood will come 
true.  Every day she sketches what 
should be constructed in the empty 
lot.  Her mother hangs her drawings 
on the fridge and tells her to “Never 
stop dreaming.” After dinner her 
brothers join her, adding to the 
drawings.  One day she sees a man 
in the lot and knows he’s the one 
who will make her dream come true. 
She shows him her drawings, and 
he makes her a project manager and 
a hardworking volunteer. He asks 
her advice on everything.  Then she 
makes the final drawing. Hundreds 
of people show up to help build the 
playground.  Local people bring 
food and other items turning it 
into a party. After a week, it is done.  
The media arrive and the girl is 
interviewed. The dream has become 
a reality.   The story is based on the 
first playground KaBOOM built. 
(Gr. PK-3)
5. Dreams

 • Share something you dream 
could come true.

 • Plan how you could make it 
happen. Who would you need 
to convince that your idea was a 
good one?

6. Volunteers
 • The playground was completed 
quickly because so many people 
volunteered.  Have you ever 
volunteered to do something?  
Were other people volunteering, 
too?

 • National Volunteer Week is in 
April.  Next year it will be from 
April 12 -19.  Find out how you 
can be a part of it. (You will need 
to be with an adult.)   s
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United States History
Common Core Standards have placed an increased emphasis on reading nonfiction.  Support your teachers and start with the youngest 

students, by using narrative nonfiction such as these three books focused on different times in United States history. Don Brown recounts how an 
overweight book seller became a hero in Henry and the Cannons: An Extraordinary True Story of the American Revolution.  (Roaring Brook Press, 
2013, unp. 978-1-59643-266-6).  In the winter of 1775, George Washington desperately needed cannons to drive the British from Boston, but the 
only ones available were three hundred miles of lakes, rivers, hills, and forests away in Fort Ticonderoga, New York. Henry Knox had a plan.  Once 
he reached the fort, he selected the cannon to transport, had men haul it to a boat, and begin the arduous journey all detailed here.  Fifty days later, 
Knox reached General Washington, without losing a single cannon. When the British saw the big guns aimed at them, they fled the city leaving 
their own cannons behind. (Gr. 1-4)

Narrative is interspersed with background pages, a diagram of the Mayflower II, brief biographies, and relevant photos, in Joan Holub’s answer 
to the query What Was the First Thanksgiving? (Ill. by Lauren Mortimer. Grosset & Dunop, Penguin, 2013, 105 p. 978-0-448-46463-3).  After a 
brief answer to the title question in which she notes that we can’t be certain of all the facts, Holub starts with the difficulties the Puritans faced and 
follows them as they make their way across the Atlantic, sign the Mayflower Compact, settle in, are befriended by the Native American tribe, and 
thank them for helping them making through the first winter. She doesn’t end with celebration, but chronicles what happened to the Wampanoag 
as well as how Thanksgiving came to be a national holiday.  (Gr. 3-6)

Despite being a country founded on the concept of liberty, blacks faced discrimination and were denied the right to vote well into the twentieth 
century.  Fifty years ago, as Susan Goldman tells it, the nation experienced Freedom Summer: The 1964 Struggle for Civil Rights in Mississippi. 
(Holiday House, 120 p. photos, maps, 978-0-8234-2920-2). June 13, 1964, Andrew Goodman said good-bye to his parents, leaving for the 
Mississippi Summer Project.  As with the others, he had bond money in case of arrest. Michael Henry Schwerner and his friend James Earl 
Cheney arrived soon after.  By June 21 they were dead.  The investigation and other beatings, bombings and shootings that marked that summer 
are told in a compelling narrative. By August, black people from Mississippi were ready to challenge the official delegation for rights to be seated 
at the Democratic National Convention. A lot had been accomplished, more needed to be done, and even today the fight continues. (Gr. 7-12)

BULLETIN 
BOARD

Take Me Along
Send students off with a gentle reminder 

to bring a book with them as they 
enjoy summer activities.  Adjust the 

illustrations to match the age level of your 
students.  For example, use a playground icon 
at the elementary level and outdoor barbecues 
or golf for high school.  Talk with students 
about their vacation plans to give you a better 
idea of what to include – and what to suggest 
they try.

No books are suggested here.  The choice 
is yours.  You can feature titles with a summer 
theme, award winners, or those related to the 
activities.  Add a display of recommended 
books, and where possible, allow students to 
borrow books over the summer.

Materials
 • Yellow and light green construction 
paper (or colors of your choice)

 • Clip art of a book and summer activities
 • Black Marker
 • Scissors      •  Stapler/staples

Directions
 • Cover the bulletin board with yellow 
construction paper.

 • Cut out the picture of a book.
 • Print “Take Me Along” on a sheet of 
green paper. Draw a “thought bubble” 
around it, outline with black marker, 
and cut out.

 • Make small cut in the “pages” of the 
book, and slip the pointing part of the 
bubble into it. Staple the two to the 
center of the bulletin board.

 • Attach your chosen clip art around the 
book.

 • Add titles if desired, and set up a display 
of suggested summer reading.  s

BULLETIN BOARD BONUSES
Read, Read, Read

W
ith all the distractions summer offers, it’s easy for all kids to read minimally and 
possibly not at all.  These bulletin board ideas are meant to encourage them to 
find fun in reading and incorporate it into their vacation activities.

What Do You Read?
While many students love to read, it’s a chore –and a bore—for a 

significant number.  What teachers and parents sometimes fail to realize 
is that reading is reading. Books are not the only thing to read—although 
you certainly want to include them in the display.

Cover the bulletin board in strong colors to catch the eyes of students 
entering and exiting the library.  Feature magazines, popular websites, and 
e-books along with traditional print-fiction, graphic novels, biographies, 
and informational books.  By showing all of these are “reading” materials, 
some reluctant readers might discover that they do read, and develop a 

willingness to expand into graphic novels and possibly other genres. 
Reading “Series”ly

It’s easy to get hooked into reading once you latch on to a 
series.  Many of your students love them, but may not know all 
the possibilities.  Here is an opportunity to introduce them to new 
authors and genres.

Use a pastel color scheme for the bulletin board to not detract 
from the many titles you choose to feature.  Copy and expand 
thumbnails of the first in a series so students see what the covers look like.  Don’t limit 
your selection to fiction. There are numerous nonfiction series which will appeal to those 
who don’t read fiction unless forces to do so. 

Write Reviews
Everyone is a critic in this participatory culture from Amazon to Yelp and many 

other sites, people write reviews about what they like and don’t like.  
Encourage students to share their opinion either on the bulletin board, a 
wiki, or other online resource which will allow them to post reviews for 
their classmates to see.

 A black and white color scheme will suggest the printed page, 
although most reviews will probably go online.  Be sure whatever format 
you choose, you administer it to prevent anything inappropriate from 

being posted. On the bulletin board include suggestions/recommendations for what 
constitutes a good review. Give sample ideas.   s

www.slworkshop.net
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