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TEACHING TOGETHER
Gods, Heroes, and Culture

TITLES ON A TOPIC
It’s about the Competition

tories of gods and heroes have been around probably as long
as humans. They attracted listeners then and continue to
fascinate people. Western literature regularly draws on classic
mythologies from Greece and Rome and less so from Norse tales
(the Marvel Thor films have increased their popularity). Students
today are fans of Rick Riordan’s Heroes of Olympus series and read
the various other series using characters from the myths.
Work with teachers as you set up this learning experience.
Depending on the curriculum, you may limit student selection from
a few pantheons or throw it wide open. The superhero topic offered
in the Information Sheet may be problematic for some teachers,
but science fiction can also be integral to mythology. Star Wars
and Luke Skywalker’s journey has often been cited as following
the format of a hero tale. Include those civilizations from which
students can choose a mythological story on the Information Sheet.

S

To structure the unit on comparative mythologies, begin
with Essential Questions, the most basic of which is “What is
the attraction of myths?” but there are other lasting questions as
well: What similarities exist between the stories from one culture
and another? What do the differences say about their society and
values? What are the modern equivalents and what do they say
about us?
Another important question to consider is what students will do
with the information they find and the understandings they reach.
For this project, you will want all presentations brought together in
one place. Discuss possibilities such as an e-book produced by the
class, Glossi (now Slipp) http://slipp.it/glossi, or other website or
app you want to introduce. Check the AASL web page and click
on Best Apps for Teaching and Learning and/or Best Websites for
Teaching and Learning for more ideas.

Jonah. Joltin’ Joe DiMaggio. Ill. by James E. Ransome. Atheneum,
2014, unp. 978-1-4169-4080-7 (Gr. PK-3)

Guiding Questions and Content Creation
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ports fiction or nonfiction is a lure for reluctant readers and for
anyone who loves the action and thrills of competing against
others—or themselves. Have students pair a fiction and
nonfiction book to compare and contrast them for information and
enjoyment, using Common Core standards as a guide.

The New York Yankees

Born in the 1920s, Joe DiMaggio loves baseball and doesn’t
want to become a fisherman like his father. With a big family, he
tries to hide that he has dropped out of school, and is playing a lot of
baseball with his friends. While playing for a minor league team, his
skills attract the New York Yankees who sign him at age nineteen
for $25,000, a huge sum in those days. Brought in to replace Babe
Ruth, he proves his worth but still tries not to be noticed although
he becomes the most popular baseball player in the country. His
fifty-six game hitting streak still stands. This is a well-illustrated
picture book for young baseball and New York Yankee lovers. Winter,
Jeter’s autobiographical novel recounts his time in grade school
when he announces his dream of playing shortstop. Born in New
Jersey, he roots for the New York Yankees unlike his Kalamazoo
classmates, and it’s the team he wants to be on. His parents support
his aspirations but point out to achieve such a big dream he must
work hard for it. It’s an uphill challenge when the coach of his Little
League team obviously favors his own son despite his shortcomings.
Not always perfect, Jeter follows the contract his parents write to
keep him on his path. Jeter’s many fans will make this an instant
hit. Jeter, Derek with Paul Mantell. The Contract. Jeter Children’s.

Simon & Schuster, 2014, 151 p. 978-14814-2312-0 (Gr. 4-7)
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BOOKS IN FOCUS
Making Good Choices

veryone is faced with temptation, and no one is perfect,
but with these three stories students can look at how they
decide whether to do what they know is right or to give
in to the lure of something that seems like fun. Judith Viorst
is back with another story about Alexander, Caldecott Medal
winner Chris Raschka points to the problem with extremes,
and Lauren Castillo shows how feelings change when you are
the one losing a special stuffed animal.
Viorst, Judith. Alexander, Who’s Trying His Best to Be the
Best Boy Ever. Ill. by Isidre Monés (in the style of Ray
Cruz). Atheneum, 2014, unp. 978-1-4814-2353-3.
After getting a bellyache from eating a whole box of
doughnuts and then having to stay in his room without video
games or TV as a “consequence,” Alexander decides to mend
his ways and be the best boy ever for the rest of his life. His
father suggests he try it for one week first. Although it starts
off well, he is constantly faced with the urge to do stuff the
“best boy” wouldn’t do. Before the week is out, he has made
several “maybe-mistakes and one not-on-purpose” accident
and the thought of doing this for the rest of his life gives
him a bellyache—which he takes care of by eating a box of
doughnuts. (Gr. PK-3)

Activities

1. Being good – and not-so-good
• Draw two side-by-side pictures showing you being good and
not-so-good. Explain what you are doing.
• Which of the two is easier? Work in pairs to discuss what makes
being good difficult and what you can do about it. Share your
ideas with the class.
2. Visual literacy
• What do the illustrations tell you about where Alexander lives
and what he likes to do that are not mentioned in the story?

click to read entire article
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IN THIS ISSUE
he library program connects to all subject
areas. This issue shows the scope of what you
do.

English /Language Arts
•• Book Reviews (Gr. PK-12)
•• Books in Focus (Gr. PK-3)
•• Bulletin Board (Gr. PK-12)
•• Poetry (Gr. 6-12)
•• Teaching Together (Gr.6-12)
•• Titles on a Topic (Gr. PK-12)
•• Box – For February (Gr. 1-5)
Social Studies
•• Bulletin Board Bonuses (Gr. PK-12)
•• Information Literacy Unit (Gr. 3-7)
•• Puzzler (Gr. 3-6)
•• Primary Source Connections (Gr. 5-12)
•• Box – Fighting for Civil Rights

(Gr 1-4, 6-12)
•• Box – Women to Celebrate (Gr 1-8)

Science/Health/Art
•• Research to Go (Gr. 6-12)
•• Web Cites (Gr. 5-12)
Professional Development
•• Being a Professional
•• Making Connections
•• Tech Talk
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n February and March we take time to acknowledge
good and bad moments in our history, and this issue
gives you a number of resources to help students
make meaning from lessons built around the calendar.
For African American History Month, Gail Petri’s
Primary Source Connections provides an extensive array
of links stretching “From Slavery to Civil Rights” and
the Box on “Fighting for Civil Rights” shows that
the struggle continues into our times in many places.
Research to Go takes an unusual twist, having students
explore the barriers faced by African American artists.
Adapt that research project for Women’s History
Month in March. Young students can find out more
about women’s contributions with the Puzzler, and
don’t miss the biographies reviews in “Women to
Celebrate.” Check out Tech Talk on “An IWitness to
History” for a way to make history come alive. March
also brings “Read across America Day.” Think about
reaching out to parents in Making Connections with
Brandi Young’s idea for a family reading night.
Do join our every growing School Librarian’s
Workshop Facebook page. (http://www.facebook.
com/#!/groups/57409801076). More members are
adding their own posts in addition to mine. You will
also get a weekly reminder and link to my latest blog
post on our on our website at http://www.slworkshop.
net. Also follow me on Twitter @hildakw or search on
#slworkshop.
There is so much more in the issue. Take a few
moments to see what is here even if you don’t have
time to read it all. I know how busy you are. Please
email me at hilda@slworkshop.net and tell me what
you want to see in School Librarian’s Workshop. My
goal is always to help you be indispensable. s
Hilda K. Weisburg

Fighting for Civil Rights

African American History Month is a time for exploring and reflecting on the fight for civil rights, past
and present. It’s important for students to realize while progress has been made the war has yet to be won.
Gretchen Wolf recounts Mumbet’s Declaration of Independence (Ill. by Alix Delinois, Carolrhoda Books, 2014,
unp. 978-0-7613-6589-1) a story of a slave in Massachusetts in 1776. Mumbet hated everything about being
a slave to the richest man in the county. She listened while the men met in the house to discuss independence
from Britain. She listened as people heard about the Massachusetts Constitution, and met with a young lawyer
arguing the law made her free. He took her case to court and the jury agreed the constitution made owning
slaves illegal. Mumbet changed her name to Elizabeth Freeman, living free for the rest of her life. An Author’s
Note gives background on this little known piece of history. (Gr. 1-4)
Another type of civil rights battle was fought in 1965. Larry Dane Brimner recaptures the issue and the
drama surrounding the Strike: The Farm Worker’s Fight for Their Rights (Calkins Creek, Highlights, 2014,
172 p. 978-1-59078-957-1) led by Larry Itliong. On September 8, 1965 in Delano, California, Filipino field
hands refused to harvest the fruit, demanding better wages. The growers worked to break the strike, using
Mexican workers. César Chávez and his organization joined with the fight. Before the conflict ended, countless
Americans joined in boycotting table grapes and lettuce. Black and white photographs bring the story to life
and the Author’s Note, timeline, and bibliography add to this excellent account of a troubling time period in
U.S. history. (Gr. 6-10)
Slavery seems a part of the distant past, but Alison Marie Behnke shows it is still with us in Up for Sale:
Human Traff icking and Modern Slavery. (Twenty-First Century Books, 2014, 72 p. 978-1-4677-1611-6).
Some are kidnapped or trapped into this life in payment for debts. Others are lured by false jobs. More than
half of those in slavery are women. Children represent more than a quarter of the total. Many are forced
into prostitution, while others do dangerous mining. Pictures and stories of the victims fill the pages. Behnke
demonstrates the problem is a global challenge and explains what can be done to fight it. Good for reports as
well as awakening awareness. (Gr. 7-12)
THE SCHOOL LIBRARIAN’S WORKSHOP (ISSN 0271-3667) is published online six times a year by
Weisburg Associates, LLC, 38 Indigo Lane, Aberdeen, New Jersey, 07747. February/March 2015 Issue #4.
Subscription $50 per year. Vol. 35, No. 4 © 2015 by Hilda K. Weisburg. Volume discounts available. Materials
published here may be reproduced for use in only one school not an entire district. Send changes in e-mail addresses
to hilda@slworkshop.net.
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TEACHING
TOGETHER
Gods, Heroes, and Culture

S

tories of gods and heroes have been around probably
as long as humans. They attracted listeners then and
continue to fascinate people. Western literature
regularly draws on classic mythologies from Greece and
Rome and less so from Norse tales (the Marvel Thor
films have increased their popularity). Students today
are fans of Rick Riordan’s Heroes of Olympus series
and read the various other series using characters from
the myths.
Work with teachers as you set up this learning
experience. Depending on the curriculum, you may
limit student selection from a few pantheons or
throw it wide open. The superhero topic offered in
the Information Sheet may be problematic for some
teachers, but science fiction can also be integral to
mythology. Star Wars and Luke Skywalker’s journey
has often been cited as following the format of a hero
tale. Include those civilizations from which students can
choose a mythological story on the Information Sheet.

Guiding Questions and Content Creation

To structure the unit on comparative mythologies,
begin with Essential Questions, the most basic of which
is “What is the attraction of myths?” but there are other
lasting questions as well: What similarities exist between
the stories from one culture and another? What do the
differences say about their society and values? What are
the modern equivalents and what do they say about us?
Another important question to consider is what
students will do with the information they find and the
understandings they reach. For this project, you will
want all presentations brought together in one place.
Discuss possibilities such as an e-book produced by
the class, Glossi (now Slipp) http://slipp.it/glossi, or
other website or app you want to introduce. Check the
AASL web page and click on Best Apps for Teaching
and Learning and/or Best Websites for Teaching and
Learning for more ideas.

Getting Started

Students will be bringing a fair amount of
knowledge to the project. They may have read some
classical myths as part of an introductory assignment.
They also have, as noted, a familiarity with Greek
mythology from movies and middle grade and young
adult fiction. Rather than just asking what they know

or having them name some gods and goddesses, discuss
the opening Essential Question—why these stories are
popular. Their responses will point to what they already
know.
While they may be aware of the Roman tales that
are close to the Greek ones, they are less likely to know
that all civilizations have their own myths, hero tales,
and legends. Hand out the Information Sheet and
give them some time to ask any questions and form
into groups of three to four. In addition to the websites
suggested here and any you add, fill a cart with titles
from your collection including any reference resources.

The Endurance of Myths

Have groups use Google Docs to keep their work
together, help each other by adding information, and
edit as needed. This also gives you and the teacher access
to what they are doing. You can remind them to have
a page for their citations and, when necessary, re-focus
them if they are going off track. Show them the resource
to use for their presentations, and help as needed to get
their final presentation posted.
Have each group share their findings and personal
discoveries. Let the class determine the sequence for
the overall product. As presentations are given, focus
the discussion on the Essential Questions. Go back to
the core question – What is the reason or reasons for the
lasting attraction of myths?
And don’t forget to let your administration see the
final projects as well. They appreciate being informed of
new and important initiatives in student learning. s

Websites

Ancient Egypt: The Mythology - http://www.
egyptianmyths.net – Gods, myths, symbols, and the
ancient kingdom. Has ads.
Encyclopedia Mythica - http://www.pantheon.
org – Long-standing site for all myths. See the drop
down menu on the right to locate mythologies from
virtually every culture in the world.
Godchecker.com - http://www.godchecker.com
– The Pantheons include just about everyone worldwide. Entries are somewhat brief but make a good
starting point.
Greek Mythology - http://www.greekmythology.
com – Links for the gods, heroes, and other myths
including creation stories.
Theoi Greek Mythology - http://www.theoi.
com/greek-mythology/greek-gods.html Lists show
Greek gods and their Roman equivalent. Lots of
illustrations from classical art. Has ads.

Information Sheet
Topics
• Compare a Greek or Roman god with one from another pantheon.
• Compare a Greek or Roman goddess with one from another pantheon.
• Compare a Greek or Roman hero tale with one from another civilization.
• Compare a Greek or Roman core story (for example, creation of the world) with one from another
civilization.
• Compare a hero story with the actions and abilities of a
super-hero from a graphic novel, movie, etc.
• Topic of your choice with approval
Directions
1. B
 riefly summarize the stories.
2. I dentify what they have in common.
3. E
 xplain where they are different.
4. D
 etermine what cultural, geographical, or other elements affect the differences.
5. E
 xplore the factors that made the story relevant to the civilization it came from.
6. D
 iscuss what, if any, relevance it has today along with your reasons.
7. A
 dd any questions or aspects you think will add to the understanding of the topic.
8. L
 ocate visuals (and any appropriate audio) that will add to the impact of your presentation.
9. C
 ite all sources, including graphics and audio.
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TITLES ON
A TOPIC
It’s about the Competition

S

ports fiction or nonfiction is a lure for reluctant
readers and for anyone who loves the action and
thrills of competing against others—or themselves.
Have students pair a fiction and nonfiction book
to compare and contrast them for information and
enjoyment, using Common Core standards as a guide.

The New York Yankees

Born in the 1920s, Joe DiMaggio loves baseball
and doesn’t want to become a fisherman like his father.
With a big family, he tries to hide that he has dropped
out of school, and is playing a lot of baseball with his
friends. While playing for a minor league team, his
skills attract the New York Yankees who sign him at
age nineteen for $25,000, a huge sum in those days.
Brought in to replace Babe Ruth, he proves his worth
but still tries not to be noticed although he becomes
the most popular baseball player in the country. His
fifty-six game hitting streak still stands. This is a
well-illustrated picture book for young baseball and
New York Yankee lovers. Winter, Jonah. Joltin’ Joe

DiMaggio. Ill. by James E. Ransome. Atheneum, 2014,
unp. 978-1-4169-4080-7 (Gr. PK-3)

Jeter’s autobiographical novel recounts his time in
grade school when he announces his dream of playing
shortstop. Born in New Jersey, he roots for the New
York Yankees unlike his Kalamazoo classmates, and
it’s the team he wants to be on. His parents support his
aspirations but point out to achieve such a big dream
he must work hard for it. It’s an uphill challenge when
the coach of his Little League team obviously favors
his own son despite his shortcomings. Not always
perfect, Jeter follows the contract his parents write
to keep him on his path. Jeter’s many fans will make
this an instant hit. Jeter, Derek with Paul Mantell. The

Contract. Jeter Children’s. Simon & Schuster, 2014,
151 p. 978-14814-2312-0 (Gr. 4-7)

More Baseball

What does it take to become a pro baseball
player? Young athletes with a big dream will seize
on the information presented. “Getting There” most
often includes time in the minors even after having
been a star in high school. “Being an All-Star” mean
knowing how to live with the demands of being in
the majors. The season and the days are long so it’s
important players stay healthy—and safe. Concussions
are an issue. The motivated will take advantage of the
advice from Bandon Phillips on how to “Train Like
a Pro.” Perfect even for reluctant readers who long
for a pro-career. Howell, Brian. Playing Pro Baseball.

Lerner, 2015, 64 p. 978-1-4677-3846-0 (Gr. 4-7)

Raised in his father’s and grandfather’s umpire
school, Casey sees things as black or white. His mother
left his father, so she is out. He dreams of becoming
a sports journalist but is thwarted by a rule keeping
sixth graders from being published in the school paper.
Upset to learn his father has let a pitcher, discredited
for giving steroids to other players, be a student at the
school, he writes an exposé, revealing who and where
he is. When the paper’s advisor points to his lack
of objectivity and invasion of privacy, Casey speaks
to the player and discovers life is not umpire school
and his own integrity is not perfect. Readers will be
fascinated by the umpires’ training and enjoy the
family dynamics. Vernick, Audrey, Screaming at the

Ump. Clarion, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2014, 250 p.
978-0-544-30669-1 (Gr. 5-8)

Soccer

The most popular game in the world, soccer, called
football everywhere but the U.S. and Canada, is played
all over the globe. You need almost no equipment. The
goalposts can be made from two stones and the ball
from rolled-up socks or an orange in a plastic bag. The
two-page spreads feature a full color picture of soccer
being played in place such as Togo, Ghana, Iran, Nepal,
Pakistan, and Brazil. Each page has a fact box about a
player or team from a different country. A game that
can be played anywhere using whatever is available,
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it’s no wonder soccer is so widespread. Young soccer
players will devour this one. Taylor, Sean. Goal! Photos

by Caio Vilela, Henry Holt, 2014, unp. 978-1-62779-1236 (Gr. PK-3)

The Kicks have made it to the play-offs, and a local
paper did a story on them, but the reporter misquoted
Devin as saying, “I don’t know where my team would
be without me,” instead of “I don’t know where I would
be without my team.”The other seventh graders on the
team believe her but the eighth graders are mad and
are ignoring her. They manage to win the first game
sending them to the championship, but when their
coach has a family emergency and the boys’ coach
takes over, there is no way to talk about the simmering
dissension. It takes a great effort by Devin to get them
back working as a team. Great soccer action combines
with the importance of team dynamics and coaching
styles. Morgan, Alex. Win or Lose. Simon & Schuster,

2014, 151 p. 978-1-4424-8580-8 (Gr. 4-6)

There’s No “I” in Team

When exuberant Oddrey, who loves sports, joins
her school’s soccer team, she doesn’t bring many skills
other than her unique practice drills to the Picadilla
Bees. The team star gives everyone advice, but they
don’t work for Oddrey. On the day of the big game,
the team can’t get anything right, until Oddrey realizes
they have to be like bees. To work together, they need
to concentrate on the single job each of them does
best. They don’t win, but they have fun playing as a
team. A nice reminder, that everyone has something
to contribute. Whamond, Dave. Oddrey Joins the

Team. Owlkids, 2014, unp.978-1-77147-061-2 (Gr. PK-2)

His older brother Markus, the star of the lacrosse
team, is a constant irritation to Nick who feeds him
the ball setting up his goals. Making it worse, the
girl he has a crush on is now dating his brother. His
enmity leads him to hurt Markus in a game and
then violate his brother’s trust by telling everyone a
top-flight prep school is recruiting him. But when
the school withdraws his scholarship when Markus
is accused of cheating in the Provincials, Nick allows
himself to be considered in his place to find out what
really happened. The action-packed hi-lo in the Orca
Sports series with a Canadian setting will be a draw
for reluctant readers. McIsaac, M. J. Underhand. Orca,

2014, 180 p. 978-1-4598-0758-7 (Gr. 7-10)

In the Ring

The late 1960s and the 1970s were turbulent
times, and Muhammad Ali was a part of it. Born
Cassius Clay, he converted to the Nation of Islam
and changed his name. Photos, newspaper accounts,
quotes, and other primary sources bring to life his
career in the ring and in the limelight as a Vietnam
War protester. Students can choose articles capturing
their attention or read straight through. All his great
fights are captured: Sonny Liston, Floyd Paterson, Joe
Frazier, the “Rumble in the Jungle,” and the “Thrilla
in Manila.” His refusal to serve in the War had him
banned from boxing for several years. The story ends
in 1996 before he experienced the debilitating health
effects of boxing. The vibrant layout makes it a winner,
just like Ali. Denenberg, Barry. Ali: An American
Champion. Simon & Schuster, 2014, 82 p. 978-1-48140141—8 (Gr. 5-8)

Those unfamiliar with his wrestling career know
“Andre the Giant” from Princess Bride. Chronicling
his life from boyhood in France through the arranged
triumphs in the ring to his death at age 47, this
graphic novel captures in gritty detail and sometimes
crude language the excesses marking his career.
Born with acromegaly, his size was a strength and a
weakness. He couldn’t fit on the school bus, he had
a voracious appetite, and the disease inevitably killed
him. Although the author did his best to verify the
facts, wrestling includes pretense making the task
difficult. While wrestling as he practiced it was not a
sport, he was an athlete. Fans and those who know
his name will enjoy the un-sugar-coated story of the
man behind the legend. Brown, Box. Andre the Giant:
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BOOKS IN FOCUS
Making Good Choices

veryone is faced with temptation, and no one is
perfect, but with these three stories students can
look at how they decide whether to do what they
know is right or to give in to the lure of something
that seems like fun. Judith Viorst is back with
another story about Alexander, Caldecott Medal
winner Chris Raschka points to the problem with
extremes, and Lauren Castillo shows how feelings
change when you are the one losing a special stuffed
animal.
Viorst, Judith. Alexander, Who’s Trying His Best
to Be the Best Boy Ever. Ill. by Isidre Monés
(in the style of Ray Cruz). Atheneum, 2014,
unp. 978-1-4814-2353-3.
After getting a bellyache from eating a whole
box of doughnuts and then having to stay
in his room without video games or TV as a
“consequence,” Alexander decides to mend his
ways and be the best boy ever for the rest of his
life. His father suggests he try it for one week
first. Although it starts off well, he is constantly
faced with the urge to do stuff the “best boy”
wouldn’t do. Before the week is out, he has
made several “maybe-mistakes and one not-onpurpose” accident and the thought of doing this
for the rest of his life gives him a bellyache—
which he takes care of by eating a box of
doughnuts. (Gr. PK-3)

Activities

3. Being good – and not-so-good
•
Draw two side-by-side pictures showing you
being good and not-so-good. Explain what you
are doing.
• Which of the two is easier? Work in pairs to
discuss what makes being good difficult and what
you can do about it. Share your ideas with the
class.
4. Visual literacy
• What do the illustrations tell you about where
Alexander lives and what he likes to do that are
not mentioned in the story?
• Talk about why Alexander is the only one in
the book who is in color. Do you think having
everything else in black and white is a good idea?
Why?
Raschka, Chris. Give and Take. A Richard
Jackson Book, Atheneum, 2014, unp. ill. 9781-4424-1655-0
A farmer fills a basket with apples from the
tree. When he puts the last apple in, a tiny man
jumps from the tree, announces he is “Take” and
if the farmer listens to him his life will be fine. The
farmer puts him in the basket. A neighbor who
has grown pumpkins offers them to the farmer
and Take tells him to take all them all and then
take a woman’s advice to make pumpkin soup.
It’s a lot of work, and he doesn’t like the soup.

H

He goes to bed hungry. Next day, he throws
Take out, and picks more apples. This time a
little man called Give offers to make his life
finer. Now he gives all his apples to a pig farmer
along with all his opinions. He has nothing to
eat and goes to bed hungry. When he returns
to the orchard, he finds Give and Take arguing
as to who is the greater. He separates the two
and puts them in his basket. Now sometimes he
gives and sometimes he takes, and ends up with
a wonderful apple pie. (Gr. PK-3)
5. Choosing
• When is it good to give? What do you like to give
the most? Create a poster showing all the ways
giving is good.
• When is it good to take? Create a poster showing
all the ways taking is good. Talk about how you
make the best choice. (Think also of Alexander.)
6. Apples and pumpkins
• Make a picture showing your favorite things to
do with pumpkins or what you like best about
apples.
•
Pair up with another student and find out
more about how pumpkins grow and the many
different types apples. Share what you learn with
the class.
Castillo, Lauren. The Troublemaker. Clarion,
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2014, unp. ill.
978-0-547-72991-6
While everyone in the family was busy doing
things, a bored little boy decides to play pirate
with his stuffed raccoon. Quietly, they sneak up
on his sister’s tea party and make her stuffed
rabbit a prisoner, blindfolding him and putting
“off to sea” in a toy sailboat. His Mom finds out,
instructing him not to take his sister’s things,
and makes him apologize. When the bunny
goes missing again, he is blamed and no one
believes he didn’t do it. His own stuffed animal
disappears along with his boat and pirate hat,
and it’s too late to look for them. In the morning
he wakes to find his cover is gone. Looking
outside he spots the thief—a raccoon. (PK-2)
7. Getting into trouble
•
The boy was bored and possibly angry that
everyone was busy except him which might have
caused him to take his sister’s stuffed animal.
Share “reasons” that you had for getting into
trouble.
• What are some “consequences” you have had for
getting into trouble?
8. More visual literacy
• Look for where the raccoon shows up in the
story. Did you see all those places when you first
heard the story?
• What did the raccoon take besides the things the
boy mentioned?
• What happens after the ending?
• Talk about how looking carefully at illustrations
makes a book more interesting. s

Ask Hilda

ave question about managing your library program?
Demonstrating leadership? Reaching out to teachers?
When you want answers, email hilda@
slworkshop.net and I will send a reply within 48 hours.
I want to be your “silent partner” keeping you informed,
inspired, and invaluable.

Life and Legend. :01 First Second, 2014, 240 p. 978-159643-851-4 (Gr. 9-12) s
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POETRY
Novels in Verse

hether students are searching for a “quick
read,” are already poetry lovers, or like
emotion-packed literature, novels in verse
make an excellent choice. These three range from a
rebellious teen who keeps making poor choices, to
one caught in opposing views on Vietnam, to a star
basketball player who thinks it’s all about winning.

Risks of Being a Rebel

Prendergast, Gabrielle. Capricious. Orca, 2014,
343 p. 978-1-4598-0269-1
In the sequel to Audacious, 17-year-old Ella
is back in school after having gotten in trouble
for sexting an image of a portion of her anatomy
in homage to Georgia O’Keeffe to her boyfriend,
Samir. Ensuing events led to him breaking up
with her, but he is back now and they are sleeping
together—secretly. She is also seeing David,
but keeping the truth from him and Samir is a
juggling act. Her problem revealed in the poem
Procrastination is she is “Afraid/Of/Losing/Him”
but she doesn’t know which of the two she means,
and later wonders if she is afraid of losing herself.
The Judgment reveals she sees herself as “… and
abomination/ A self-obsessed, destructive brat/ A
nihilist, a saboteur.” The mean girls are meaner than
ever, but summer is finally here. She keeps David’s
secret and Samir’s, but eventually loses both of them,
only to restore an old friendship. When summer is
over, Ella can hope that twelfth grade will be better.
With hard hitting, strong language and strong
subjects, Prendergast uses a variety of verse forms to
portray a teenager adrift. It will resonate with many.
(Gr. 10-12)

War Abroad—and in the Home

Crowe, Chris. Death Coming Up the Hill.
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2014, 204 p. 978-0544-30215-0
The son of a “… flag-/waving hawk…” racist
father and a pacifist mother wearing a “…Hell no,/
I won’t go!’ tee shirt,” Ashe lives the turbulence of
the Vietnam War era in his home. Set in 1968,
his mother and father are polar opposites joined
because of an unwanted pregnancy that forced
them to marry. His history teacher Mr. Ruby
posts the number of the dead in Vietnam as well as
from racial upheavals, causing Ashe to recognize
Vietnam isn’t “the only place where/ Americans
were getting killed….” The Tet Offensive and the
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assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr bring
opposing reactions. Ashe meets Angela, and
African American girl whose brother is in the
war. Her family is in anguish because they haven’t
heard from him in some time.
Summer comes, Ashe’s mother is pregnant
by another man, his father leaves, and Robert
Kennedy is assassinated. His own world and
the larger one are in turmoil. Back in school, he
and Angela are in Mr. Ruby’s Contemporary
Civilization class. Ashe’s sister is born, “... She
was perfect,/ beautiful—and black.” His father’s
determined to ruin his mother and get custody
of Ashe. Ashe, desperate to help his mom and
new sister he does the one thing he fears
and enlists. The final poem May 1968 Hill 937
he sees “… Death coming/ up the hill, and I am
not/ ready to meet him.” From its start in January
1968 until the end, the juxtaposition of the war at
home and abroad, much like James Lincoln Collier’s
My Brother Sam Is Dead, gives deeper meaning
to the conflict of the times. Powerful and poignant.
(Gr. 9-12)

B-Ball Rap

Alexander, Kwame. Crossover. Houghton
Mifflin Harcourt. 2014. 237 p. 978-0-544-10771-7
Almost thirteen, Josh Bell is a basketball
phenom who tells his tale in rap, claiming “…
Filthy McNasty is my claim to fame/ Folks call me
that/ ‘cause my game’s acclaimed.” His identical
twin brother Jordan aka JB is another baller who
loves betting more than basketball. “He is the
better jumper, but I’m the better/ slasher. And
much faster….” Their mom is the assistant
principal, their father a former pro. Josh knows
“When done right,/a crossover can break/ an
opponent’s ankles.”
The boys learn what ended their father’s career,
and JB becomes seriously attracted to a new girl.
Josh walks home alone after practice wondering “…
what JB/ and his pink Reebok—wearing girlfriend
are doing” deeply feeling the separation the girl has
caused. He is so angry, he throws an extra hard pass
to his brother breaking his nose and is suspended
from the team by his mother, and JB won’t accept
his apology. Their father who has been ignoring his
hypertension has myocardial infarction, and Josh,
instead of playing in the county semifinal, is “sitting
in a smelly room/ in St. Luke’s Hospital.” Life is
not a game, and sometimes there are no comebacks.
This one will attract the boys. (Gr. 6-10) s

BEING A
PROFESSIONAL
An International Conference
by Cintia Bastos
Librarian
The Pan American School
of Porto Alegre
Porto Alegre, Brazil
cbastos@panamerican.com.br

EDITOR’S NOTE: Many of you attend your
state’s library conference and some of you go to
national conferences, but have you ever considered
attending an international conference? Consider a
crowd funding program to help you financially with
a trip like this.
n August 2014,the IASL (International Association
of School Librarianship) Conference took place in
Moscow, Russia. It was an amazing event with a
diverse program hosting over 300 teacher-librarians
from all over the World, including Russia, Brazil,
Croatia, South Africa, USA, Canada, New Zealand,
Japan and more. I had been awarded the “Da Vinci
Huis Award” for Brazil 2014 (NOTE: Information
on the award can be viewed here), which gave me
the chance to attend the conference, and the award
also a included one year membership of IASL.

I

First Timer Perspective

Being able to go to the conference for the first
time was particularly special for me as Brazil doesn’t
have an association just for school librarians. I find
the much larger association for librarians to be a
little overwhelming sometimes so the IASL is the
first organization for school librarians in which I
am a member. I am personally in love with this idea
of an association that fits your need as a librarian
because the field is huge and school librarianship
is a whole world itself. Also, it is great to get
together with other librarians facing the exact same
challenges and successes that you are.
The IASL conferences was a great opportunity
to exchange experiences with teacher-librarians
who had a variety of background knowledge and
skills. Through these interactions I and the others
enlarged our understanding and reflected on what
we are doing every day. Discussing ideas with those
who are on the same focus inspires me, making
me even more motivated to keep working at the
great job we are doing which is so important to our
community. I know everyone there felt the same
way.
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The Power of Connection

Conversations at the conference brought up
the reality of teacher-librarians all over the world
including the many similarities and differences
we have depending on where you are from. Some
countries are focused on the 21st century learners
and information literacy, while others stress the
literary aspect of school librarianship and the
importance of connecting kids with books.
However, in general, the way that students
and teachers interact with the library is the same
everywhere, and as teacher-librarians we are all
facing the same challenges no matter which stage
your school library is in, such as:
• Teaching information literacy curriculum
through K-12(skills/knowledge)
• Getting kids involved and excited about the
library
• And especially collaborating with teachers on
a regular basis

Conference Highlights

Dr. Ross J. Todd, professor of the Department of
Library & Information Science at Rutgers University
reinforced the concept during his presentation that
“no one is teaching alone.” It is all about connection
and collaboration. We should keep in mind that we
are all moving toward the same target which is student
learning. We are all in it together—teachers, teacherlibrarians, parents, and students. We shouldn’t fight
over teaching time but rather be collaborating and
working together to achieve this goal.
The talk led us to discuss the challenge of how
teacher-librarians can create collaborations with
teachers in all subject areas. We need to change the
mindset in our community to showing how the
combined approach helps kids succeed in all subjects.
There is no magical recipe to define how to respond
to the challenges we face as teacher-librarians since
schools place emphasis on different parts of the
program. What is most important in one location is
quite different in another. However, one theme that
came across at the conference is that if you think you
have a good solution for some of those issues, give
yourself and your colleagues a pat on the back because
it is not the reality in most of the libraries. And more
importantly, come and share your experiences with
us so we can try some of them out and see if they fit
in our reality.
Again, most of us are facing the same
challenges and hoping to meet again next year (in
the Netherlands IASL 2015) with new experiences
and ideas to make our libraries an even more special
place where we can see learning taking place and kids
excited about coming to the library either to read a
book or to learn something new. s
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INFORMATION
LITERACY UNIT
Living in the Middle Ages

C

alling this project “Living in the Middle
Ages” rather than “Life in the Middle Ages” is
purposeful. Students need to become involved,
making the topic personal rather than a report they
do and forget. By connecting them to the medieval
time period through what it was like to be a child in
those days, they come to realize not just the obvious
(much has changed since then), but Essential
Understanding that children’s lives have always
been a preparation for adulthood.
The core Essential Questions are “Why do
we study the Middle Ages, and what do we find
fascinating about the topic?” Further Questions
include: “What were the challenges children
had growing up in medieval times?” “Why was
education so different from today?” “Why were
castles so important?”

Planning the End First

The Information Sheet mainly focuses on
the time period from two perspectives – that of
children and castles and castle life. Students with
some knowledge of the era might want to explore
knighthood and chivalry or possibly the role of the
church. If you have a Makerspace program in your
library or are considering one, have students create
castles as part of their final project using LEGOs
or painted cardboard. (Plan on adult volunteers to
help with cutting if necessary.)
Choose a resource for students to use to
make their presentations in addition to the
castle. Animoto is one possibility but use one
you know best. Record students’ castles and their
discussions of them and incorporate it into what
the students produce and make certain that your
administration and school committee are told
about the final project and how they can see it.

Getting Started

Show one of the videos to focus the class on
what they will be researching. Have students choose
their topic and form groups of four to five to get
the project done expeditiously. Help them break
the task down by having pairs work on different
questions. Set up a cart with your print resources
and let them know of the suggested websites
however you usually do so.
Check in with groups briefly every so often.
Make sure they are following directions and are on
track. If they haven’t used the resource before, show
them how to use it to make their final presentation.

Then and Now

Plan time for castle construction if you are
doing it. They need to be completed before the final
presentations. Put them on display to showcase
student work. Consider inviting your principal
when students present their projects.
Have students share what they learned. Focus
them again on the Essential Questions. Ask them
who had the hardest life? Girls or boys? Noble or
peasant? Make sure they give solid reasons for their
answers. Discuss what makes medieval children
similar to kids today. Look for the Enduring
Understandings students have. Conclude by
having them express what they will most remember
about the project. s

Websites

Castles for Kids -- http://www.castles.org/
Kids_Section/Castle_Story Click on Parts, Inside,
and People for information
History: Middle Ages:Timeline -- http://www.
ducksters.com/history/middle_ages_timeline.php
Extensive links covering all aspects of medieval times
Middle Ages for Kids -- http://medievaleurope.
mrdonn.org Numerous links to brief description on
all topics relating to medieval life
Middle Ages for Kids: Medieval Europe Facts
for Kids -- http://www.historyforkids.net/middleages.html Good overviews of early, high, and late
middle ages as well as daily life

Videos

A Day in the Life of a 10-Year-Old in
Norman Times -- https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=GVMvl05hCrI Animated look (with
British accent) – under 2 ½ minutes
Castles and Life in the Castle -- https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=p_3n-mxDSeU
Castle
design and the people who lived in them – 2 ½
minutes
Medieval Europe: Design of a Castle -- https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=o_w4FGgOVsM
Excellent video showing parts of a castle - under 3
minutes
The Middle Ages in 3 ½ minutes -- https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=6EAMqKUimr8
Animated history from the fall of Rome includes
rise of Islam and the Crusades to the start of the
Renaissance

Information Sheet

Topics
1. Peasant (serf ) boy 2. Peasant (serf ) girl
3. Noble boy
4. Noble girl
5. Castle
6. Topic of your choice
with approval
Directions
For topics 1-4 find out:
• What did they do each day?
• What kind of education did they have?
• How were they a help to their parents?
• What would they do when they grew up?
• What did they do for fun? How is this similar
and different from what you do?
• What did their clothing look like?
For topic 5 find out:
• What were the parts of a castle?
• Who lived in the castle?
• What was the purpose of a castle?
• How were castles the same and different?
For all topics:
• Find pictures showing
what you have discovered.
• Research answers to any
additional questions you have.
• Cite all your sources.
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RESEARCH
TO GO
Artists - Breaking the Race
Barrier

M

ost of your collaborations are with English and
history teachers. Science, health, and ELL
classes also work with you, but look for ways to
make connections with other departments. African
American History Month presents an opportunity to
reach out to art teachers for a special project. (You can
adapt the concept for music teachers as well.) With art
being added to STEM, making STEAM, this might
also be a project for April Math Awareness Month.

Framing the Project

Suggest the idea and discuss possible Essential
Questions. The overarching one is likely to be, “Who
decides what art is good or great?” Others are, “To
what extent did African Americans give art a new
dimension?” “How did they break though the barrier
of race?” “Is there still a race/gender barrier?”
Be open to those questions the teacher thinks
are important and modify the Information Sheet
accordingly. Review the artists’ works to be sure they
are age-appropriate. You might want to restructure

and focus on women artists. If you do so, see the list
of women artists through the ages. The core concepts
in the Essential Questions would still apply. Discuss
the form the final presentation will take. Should the
“exhibition” be a display that could be mounted in the
halls or would an electronic version be better? In the
latter case explain the various online resources that
could be used.

Discovering Black Artists

It is likely that students will be familiar with few
if any of the African American artists on the activity
sheet. For some, the stories of their lives will be an
eye-opener. Others more aware of racism—and gender
discrimination—will be less surprised. Prepare for the
activity by setting up a cart with any print resources
you have. Check your databases for additional sources
and let students know of helpful websites.
Have students work in pairs or groups of three
with each exploring two artists. When they complete
their brief research, have them report their findings
back to the class. Discuss what they have learned so
far. Do they think African American women artists
had a greater challenge than men in being recognized?
What evidence shows that?

Researching an Artist

Go over the directions on the Information Sheet

to be sure students know what is required. Do they
understand what is needed to create an “exhibition?”
Have them form into groups of four and select the
artist they will research. Focus them by having them
explain their plan for finding information.
Once students have begun, monitor their work.
Speak to group members, asking them what they
are discovering and whether they are having any
difficulties. Guided questions will get most of them
back on track. Remind them to keep a record of the
sources they are using. When appropriate, ask them
one of the essential questions to see if they are honing
in on core ideas.

Art in America- From a Black Perspective

If at all possible, be present when groups present
their “exhibition.” Remind students of the final five
questions on the Information Sheet. They need not
answer all of them at the end of each presentation,
but these will foster a serious discussion of what they
learned and encourages them to think critically while
being open to different viewpoints.
Conclude by asking the Essential Questions,
although some will have been addressed when they
discussed the presentations. Were there any artists
whose works they particularly liked? Most important,
what do they think they learned? s

Websites

Information Sheet

About Art History: Art Basics, Movements and
More - http://arthistory.about.com Good place to
start searching for artist biographies
Exhibition Features 30 of the Most
Influential Contemporary Black Artists http://
www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/09/27/30americans_n_3997477.html
Explore Artists: Art21: PBS - http://www.pbs.
org/art21/artists Biographies and videos
Smithsonian American Art Museum - http://
americanart.si.edu Search under artists’ names for
bios and examples of work
Twenty Important African American Female
Artists of the 20th Century http://www.complex.
com/style/2014/02/african-american-femaleartists

Directions
• Form a group
• Choose an artist
• Read several biographical overviews
• Develop list of questions to explore
• Divide out research responsibilities
• Additional questions to consider:
• How did race and/or gender affect the artist’s work?
• How did the artist overcome barriers?
• How was the artist’s work received initially?
• How is the artist’s work viewed today?
• What is the artist’s “style” (e.g. “Abstract”)? Explain the term.
• Identify significant works and make copies (being sure to cite the source)
• Create an “exhibition” on the artist and his/her work.
• Cite all sources
Questions to Consider/Discuss When Groups Present Their Exhibition
• To what extent is life and experiences of the artist being presented similar to the one you researched?
• What, if any, overall themes are present in the works of all the artists?
• Are the race/gender barriers still present today?
• If so, are they the same as always or not as difficult?
• What else would you like to know about any of these artists?

Artists - Breaking the Race Barrier
Briefly describe the lives and work of these African American artists

Women Artists through the Centuries
1. Rosa Bonheur (1822-1899)
2. Mary Cassatt (1844-1926)

3. Camille Claudel (1864-1943)
4. Sonia Delaunay (1885-1979)

5. Jessie Benton Evans (1866-1954)

6. M
 arie Anne Gérard Fragonard / Madame
Fragonard (1745-1823)
7. Helen Frankenthaler (1928-2011)
8. Wanda Gag (1893-1946)

9. Artemesia Gentileschi (1593-1652
10. Grandma Moses (1860-1961)

1. Edward Mitchell Bannister

11. Barbara Hepworth (1903-1975)

2. Jean-Michel Basquiat

12. Frida Kahlo (1907-1954)

3. Romare Bearden

13. Elaine Fried de Kooning (1920-1989)
14. Maya Ying Lin (1960- )

4. Barkley L. Hendricks

15. Elizabeth Leveson-Gower, Countess
of Sutherland (1765-1839)

5. Joshua Johnson

16. Alice Neel (1900-1984)

6. William Johnson

17. Louise Nevelson (1900-1988)

7. Loïs Mailou Jones

18. Georgia O’Keeffe (1887-1986)

8. Jacob Lawrence

19. Sarah Miriam Peale (1800-1885)
20. Dorothea Rockburne (1932- )

9. Edmonia Lewis

21. Anna Maria Van Schurman (1607-1668)

10. Samella Lewis

22. Patience Lovell Wright
(1725-1786)

11. Henry Ossawa Tanner

Websites

12. Alma Woodsey Thomas

Where Are All the Women? http://nymag.
com/arts/art/features/40979/
Eighteenth Century Women Painters in France
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/18wa/
hd_18wa.htm

13. Kara Walker
14. Charles Wilbert White

Answers in brief
1. Edward Mitchell Bannister – Canadian born (possibly 1826), he grew up in the US.; his part-Native American wife encouraged his art; won a first prize bronze medal at the
Philadelphia Centennial Exposition for Under the Oaks, a huge painting; he co-founded the Providence Art Club still in existence; his work was rediscovered in 1978.

2. Jean-Michel Basquiat – Haitian-American (1960-1988) first known as a graffiti artist under the name SAMO; collaborated with Andy Warhol; sold sweatshirts with his art
to survive; became known in 1980; died of an overdose; made art world aware of Latino and African American experience. Movie about his life, starring Jeffrey Wright, made
in 1996.

3. Romare Bearden – Extensive career (1911-1988); Known for collages; also an art historian and social worker; started as a cartoonist in college; studied at the Art Students
League (NY) and at the Sorbonne under GI bill; in Spiral Group, he collaborated with other African American Artists to define their role in American society and culture.
4. Barkley L. Hendricks – (b. 1945) Contemporary painter and photographer; portraits of people of color done in realistic and pop styles, capturing their attitude and style; turned
from portraits to landscapes in the 1980s; teaching at Connecticut College since 1972.

5. Joshua Johnson – The earliest documented African American painter (1763-1832); self-taught; Baltimore portrait painter; painted mostly whites; was financially successful;
possibly trained by Charles Peale Polk whose style is similar.
6. William Johnson – From the rural south (1901-1970), he knew poverty and prejudice; had only a grade school education; known for Scandinavian landscapes and emotional
and witty scenes of African American life; studied at the National Academy of Design (NY); denied a travel scholarship possibly because of his race, got to Europe with a
$100 gift from his teacher; he stayed in Europe, mainly in Scandinavia and married a Danish woman.

7. Loïs Mailou Jones – Harlem Renaissance artist (1905-1988), she trained at the Boston Museum School of Fine Arts; also a teacher, book illustrator, and textile designer;
experienced racial prejudice when denied a job at the Boston Museum School; known for African and African American themes, French scenes and Haitian themes, all
drawn from her life experience.
8. Jacob Lawrence – Most widely praised 20th century African American artist (1917-2000); discovered his love and talent for art at an after-school program; won a scholarship
to the American Artists School (NY); got funding from Works Progress Administration Federal Arts Project and created narratives of 30+ works; best known is Migration
of the Negro.

9. Edmonia Lewis – First professional African American/Native American sculptor (c. 1844–c. 1911); falsely accused of poisoning two white classmates at Oberlin, she was
severely beaten and escaped to Boston; an abolitionist and sculptor there taught her and helped her set up a studio; clay and plaster medallions gave her some success; money
she made from copies of a bust she made of a Civil War hero funded her move to Italy; she depicted African American themes as well as patriotic and Catholic-inspired works.
10. S
 amella Lewis – Artist, art historian, and a founder of Museum of African American Art (L.A.), she was born in Louisiana in 1924 and was first African American woman
to get a doctorate in fine arts and art history; her realistic paintings depict African American life in the South; later works are in mixed media, drawings, and sculpture.

11. H
 enry Ossawa Tanner – First internationally known African American (1859-1937), he depicted Biblical scenes from an African American perspective; studied under
Thomas Eakins at the Philadelphia School of Fine Arts; a visit to Europe resulted in him taking up residence in Paris where he felt free from prejudice; was first African
American to be made a full academician of the National Academy of Design.

12. A
 lma Woodsey Thomas – An avant-garde painter who dealt with both racial and gender barriers (1891-1978); her first art training was at a technical high school and later at
the newly forming art department at Howard University; her early work was influenced by Cézanne and Matisse; later paintings were abstract expressionist using bold colors;
she began her serious painting at age 80; was first African American woman artist to have a solo exhibition at the Whitney Museum in 1972.

13. K
 ara Walker – Known for her paper silhouettes portraying issues relating to African American history, gender, race, and sexuality (1969 - ); winner of a MacArthur “genius”
grant; earned Masters from the Rhode Island School of Design; has been criticized by African Americans artists for using stereotypes.
14. C
 harles Wilbert White – Social realist artist known for his WPA murals (1918-1979); his powerful work portrayed the universality of humans through African Americans
experience; two scholarships, one to the Chicago Academy of Fine Arts, were withdrawn when the schools learned he was African American; being brutally beaten for
entering a New Orleans restaurant was one of two personal events which influenced his life and art.
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Women to Celebrate

For Women’s History Month highlight women
who accomplished much in their lives. Author and
artist Demi brings Florence Nightingale (Henry
Holt, 2014, unp. ill. 978-0-8050-9729-0) to life in
a picture book revealing the contrast between the
wealthy, privileged life to which she was born and
the wretched conditions of the hospitals where she
willingly served bringing caring and research to
make a difference. Her work in the Crimean War
brought her fame. After her return she became ill,
but continued her efforts from her sick bed for the
rest of her life. The founder of the International Red
Cross, Henri Dunant was inspired by her. (Gr. 1-4)
The Little House books have been popular for
a long time. Readers know Laura Ingalls Wilder
based them on her own life, but fiction is not fact.
In a biography that starts with the birth of Wilder’s
mother, Yona, Zeldis McDonough in Little Author
in the Big Woods (ill by Jennifer Thermes, Christy
Ottaviano Books, Henry Holt, 2014, 157 p. 978-162779-279-0) recounts the real people and events
that shaped the author’s life and were the basis for
her books. She points to where reality and story
differ. At the end are famous Wilder quotes, games
played by Laura and her friends, and recipes. Told in
story fashion, students who love Wilder’s books will
enjoy discovering more about her. (Gr. 3-6)
Matt Doeden celebrates a very young modern
achiever in Malala Yousafzai: Shot by the Taliban,
Still Fighting for Equal Education (Lerner, 2014,
48 p.978-1-4677-4907-7). Although aware of the
danger, Malala championed education for girls on
her blog. To stop her, the Taliban had her shot in
the head while she was on her way to school. Public
outrage followed. She was flown to England where
she spent three months in the hospital, unable to
talk at first. Her courage never faulted. She spoke at
the U.N., wrote her biography, and was the youngest
person nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize. Her
fight continues and this book will remind students
they, too, can make a difference. (Gr. 4-8)
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TECH TALK
An IWitness to History
by Melissa Jacobs Israel
Coordinator of Library Services
New York City
School Library System
New York City
Department of Education
New York, New York 10001
Mjacobs7@schools.nyc.gov

Twitter: @missyji

EDITOR’S NOTE: Something to explore
for Holocaust Memorial Day (April 16, 2014) or
significant historical anniversaries of tragedies.
ver the past decade and a half, the saying
“never forget” has become a common adage
in the lives of New York City residents.
Each year as September rolls around the trees
change color, air becomes crisp, and memories
take shape in the minds of New Yorkers who lived
through that horrific period in 2001. The movie in
my mind begins with my then daily walk to work
at a Brooklyn elementary school library…the sky
a shade of Crayola blue I just can’t seem to erase
from memory.
I recall checking books in and out, exchanges
with teachers, the morning Pledge of Allegiance,
and the exact moment life changed. I vividly
remember standing on the school’s roof in the
afternoon with a colleague watching the smoke
billow from the city, walking home numb and
afraid, finding papers strewn across the streets
miles from Ground Zero, the endless stream of
media coverage that seemed to last an eternity,
the questions my mind perseverated on, and the
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discussions educators around the country had to
suddenly have with children young and old. How
would teachers help students’ process what had
just happened?

Dealing with Tragedy Pro-Actively

September 11, 2001 is not the first (nor
undoubtedly the last) unhappy chapter in human
history. It is a contemporary reminder of the
hate and complex issues that plague society
and continues to be endured across the globe.
Multifaceted issues such as 9/11 evoke the need for
having deep conversations with students and have
become a significant facet in student’s emotional
and social development, as well as content
knowledge. These teachings are an essential part
of a proactive, rather than a reactive curriculum
and can be integrated not only in the study of
World War II and the Holocaust, but the study of
Character Development, Civics and Government,
Ethics, Humanities, Media and Digital Literacy,
Genocide Studies, Sociology, and many more.
IWitness
(http://iwitness.usc.edu/SFI/),
a website, interactive digital tool, database, and a
human rights project provides free access to over
1,300 video testimonies, multimedia activities, and
online resources that connect and engage students
and educators in conversations and experiences
with Holocaust survivors. The University of
Southern California Shoah Foundation – The
Institute of Visual History and Education
has curated resources and testimonies of the
Holocaust and other genocides from around the
world in hopes of “never forgetting” and always
remembering the atrocities that can occur against
people of different races, religions, genders, and
cultures. IWitness offers a variety of interactive
activities and lessons integrated with multimedia
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resources including InfoQuests, MiniQuests, and
Video Activities that can be completed in less than
one hour to over five hours.

Connecting with History

Throughout IWitness online activities,
educators and students connect with historically
intimate experiences of survivors by listening and
watching from Survivor testimonies and learn
through parallels to today’s world. Teachers can
customize their own digital activities or use the
packaged activities on the site. There is a wealth
of support available on IWitness including video
tutorials, educator resources (http://iwitness.usc.
edu/SFI/Educators/), recorded Webinars, and a
Tool Kit that includes an embedded encyclopedia
with articles from the U.S. Holocaust Memorial
Museum, a glossary, and a note taking tool.
Students can also use the digital creation and
video editing tools to construct new meaning and
react to the site’s content. IWitness supports skills
at the epicenter of the Common Core Learning
Standards and ISTE standards that includes
developing critical thinking skills, constructing
new meaning, expressing opinions, understanding
point of view, inquiry, and collaborative learning.

Reflection

Teaching sensitive topics can be a difficult
experience for the most seasoned educator.
IWitness engages students using primary sources
and video testimonies to build understanding,
compassion, and remembrance with the hopes that
there will be less traumatic events to remember as
the next generation’s story unfolds. As this time in
history loses its last survivors, it is more important
than ever that we capture their stories, memories
and truths for the future. s
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BOOK REVIEWS
Journeys and Quests

ife is an adventure. Whether it’s vacations gone
wrong, imaginary voyages, fantasy, or a real life
exploit, these stories encourage readers to be
willing to take some risks and trust themselves as part
of growing up.

Picture Books and First Chapter Books (Gr. PK-3)

Bently, Peter. Those Magnif icent Sheep in Their
Flying Machine. Ill. by David Roberts. Lerner, 2014,
unp. 978-1-4677-4935-0
A flock of sheep on a hillside follow something
zooming overhead. They find an air race about to
begin and an empty aeroplane. They crowd in, push
the start button and are off to Paris, Spain, Egypt and
places real and outlandish. They consider visiting other
countries but decide they miss their hill and field. The
rhymed tale lends itself to visual literacy as students
recognize the story is not set in modern times and can
find out more about the places visited. (Gr. PK -2)
Broach, Elise. The Miniature World of Marvin &
James. Ill. by Kelly Murphy. Christy Ottaviano, Henry
Holt, 2014, 104 p. 978-0-8050-9190-8
Marvin the beetle misses his best friend James
who is on vacation with his mother and little brother.
With no other option he plays with his cousin Elaine
who leads him on an adventure. She disappears into a
hole in a black box on the desk in the study. He follows
her, landing on a pile of wood shavings. They are
having fun when a stick plugs the exit and box begins
to shake and stuff rains down. Marvin realizes they are
in a pencil sharpener and comes up with a solution to
escaping. When James finally returns, Marvin finds
it’s good to be missed—and reunited. The unusual
friendship in this new series will appeal to beginning
readers. (Gr. 1-3)
Rocco, John. Blizzard. Disney Hyperion, 2014,
unp. ill. 978-1-4231-7865-1
Caldecott Honor winner, Rocco, recalls his
experience as a 10-year-old when the blizzard of 1978
dumped four feet of snow in New England. When
the plows had not arrived after six days, food supplies
were getting short. He strapped tennis racquets to his
feet, and dragging his sled he made a shopping list and
added to it by stopping at his neighbors. Although he
had fun playing on the way, he made it to the market
and brought back the requested food to everyone.
Students will love checking the fold-out page showing
his route, the illustrations of the snow and the tunnels
he made. (Gr. PK-2)
Stead, Philip C. Sebastian and the Balloon. A
Neal Porter Book, Roaring Brook Press, 2014, unp. ill.
978-1-59643-930-6
Bored, Sebastian fashions a balloon from his
grandmother’s afghans and quilts, packs all he would
need, and flies away. Stopping for a snack, he offers a
sandwich to bear (have students check what he packed)
who joins him in the balloon. A tall bird becomes his
next passenger. When the balloon springs a leak, three
sisters come to his aid and travel with them, taking
them to a perfect roller coaster. Unfortunately, it’s in
bad repair, but Sebastian has all the things he needs.
They all pitch in to fix it and then have fun riding on
it until it’s time to go home. An exuberant adventure
fantasy with wonderful illustrations. (Gr. PK-2)
Walker, Anna. Peggy: A Brave Chicken on a Big
Adventure. Clarion, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt,
2014, unp. ill. 978-0-544-25900-3
A suburban chicken, Peggy is picked up by
a huge gust of wind and blown to a city. Although
far from home, she goes for a walk in the rain, seeing
new things, and enjoying the experience. People don’t
understand her when she asks for directions to get
home. Spotting a sunflower like the one in her yard,
she follows it (and the woman carrying it) on and off
a train. Seeing the pigeons who she watched at her
home, she has them lead her back. Safe in her small
house, she is glad to be home, but sometimes takes the
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train back to the city. The chicken’s eye-view of the
city and people on the street are delightful. (Gr. PK-2)

Lower Middle Readers (Gr. 2-6)

Doan, Lisa. Jack and the Wild Life. Ill. by Ivica
Stevanovic. Darby Creek, 2014, 137 p. 978-1-46771077-0
Practical Jack is back and so are his completely
incompetent parents. Their latest get-rich-quick
scheme has them going to the Rift Valley with a plan
to teach tourists how to live like a Masai Warrior. They
have minimal knowledge, don’t listen to warnings, and,
of course, end up abandoning Jack while they escape
an enraged bull charging after their open jeep. He
manages to survive, barely, using his own resources
and whatever his parents left behind. The role-reversal
makes a humorous series, because one thing readers
can count on is that Jack’s forever-optimistic parents
will come up with another outlandish idea. (Gr. 4-6)
Kinney, Jeff. Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The Long
Haul. Amulet, 2014, 217 p. ill. 978-1-4198-1189-3
Summer vacation has begun, but Greg’s mother
ruins it by determining they will all go on an educational
family car trip. Problems begin with packing the van
and continue to get worse. No video games allowed in
the van, healthy meals, a horrible motel with them all
in one room, winning a pig and taking it in the van, a
stuck sun roof, and major car trouble. While the van
is being repaired, they go to a water park and lose all
their stuff—including their parents’ wallets. Forced to
return home, the trip takes longer than expected and
they have only small change to buy food. The ongoing
series has lots of fans eager for this latest episode. (Gr.
4-6)
Murphy, Jill. The Worst Witch to the Rescue.
Candlewick, 2014, 172 p. ill. 978-0-7636-6999-7
Always the worst witch at Miss Cackle’s Academy,
Mildred is returning to school having completed
the best project ever for Miss Hardbroom. She
researched and created a spell that lets small animals
talk for two weeks. Ethel, a bully and teacher’s pet,
has done nothing over the holidays. She is stunned
to learn what Mildred did and steals it, passing it off
as her own. Then Ethel, planning more harm, takes
Mildred’s tortoise who is finally speaking and hides
him in a tree. When Mildred is caught rescuing him,
the tortoise reveals what he has heard. Mildred’s
misery and validation will resonate with readers. A
good addition to the series. (Gr. 3-6)
Quinn, Jordan. The Lost Stone. Ill. by Robert
McPhillips. Little Simon, 2014, 114 p. 978-1-44249691-0
The Kingdom of Wrenly series begins with Prince
Lucas disguising himself so he can go to the local
school and make friends. His father forbade him to
play with Clara,the daughter of his mother’s seamstress,
and now he is lonely. Palace guards quickly find him
and bring him back, but Lucas is able to convince his
father to allow Clara to return to the palace and be his
friend again. When the Queen’s prized emerald is lost,
Lucas and Clara go on an “epic adventure” to locate
it. They follow a trail taking them through the four
island kingdoms that are part of Wrenly, returning
triumphant. With a map and easy-to-read story, this
is a winner. (Gr. 2-4)
Yolen, Jane. A Plague of Unicorns. Zonderkidz,
2014, 131 p. 978-0310-74648-5
The new Abbot believes his family recipe for
golden cider can bring in funds to restore Cranford
Abbey. But the needed rare golden Hosannah apples
which grow there are eaten every year by a horde of
unicorns. He tries strategies to thwart the unicorns
and find heroes to defeat them—all in vain until young
James, son of the earl, is sent to the Abbey in hopes of
stilling his ceaseless questions. When the unicorns are
about to threaten his horse, James proves a hero, but he
is not fearless enough to stop the “plague.” However, he
does know who is, and the Abbot is wise enough not
to ask questions. The plot twist will surprise readers.
(Gr. 4-6)

Upper Middle Readers (Gr. 5-8)

Alexander, William. Ambassador. Margaret K.
McElderry Books, 2014, 222 p. 978-4424-9764-1
Resourceful and good at resolving disputes, Gabe
is the perfect choice to become Earth’s Ambassador to
the races of the universe. The Envoy who selected him
is also his helper in dealing with his new role. Gabe,
flattered and curious, plunges into his task, discovering
the other ambassadors consider Earth backward with
its minimal experience in space. With his father being
deported (a wonderful ironic twist), learning about a
race bent on conquering everyone, and being under
personal attack from space, Gabe has his hands full.
A strong hero and an original concept make for an
exciting story. Readers will hope for a sequel. (Gr. 5-7)
Bodeen, S. A. Shipwreck Island. Feiwel and
Friends, 2014, 184. 978-1-250-02777-1
The sailing vacation Sarah’s father and new
stepmother plan in an attempt to blend the two
families is a disaster. From the plane trip, to the fleabag
motel, to the boat and skipper who are nothing like the
brochure, everything goes wrong. Sarah’s stepbrother
Marco is her age, and they heartily dislike each
other. Nacho is younger and tries to find a common
ground. A storm takes the captain’s life and the boat
is shipwrecked on an island that first seems paradiselike, until strange creatures emerge. Nacho proves the
most resourceful, and Marco and Sarah begin to find
common ground, but the adventure is far from over.
To be continued. (Gr. 5-7)
Philbrick, Rodman. Zane and the Hurricane: A
Story of Katrina. Blue Sky Press, Scholastic, 2014, 181
p. 978-0-545-63347-5
Until his mother finds he has a great-grandmother,
thirteen-year-old Zane thought he and his mother
were all the family he had, his father having died
before he was born. With his dog Bandy he flies to
New Orleans to meet her, landing only a few days
before Katrina hits. Spooked while on the church bus
taking them out of harm’s way, Bandy bolts and Zane
follows. The two are alone when the storm arrives and
struggle for days to survive. He meets those who help,
and some ready to shoot. With the tenth anniversary
approaching, encourage students to read Zane’s story
to understand the horrors of the time. See timeline
and interesting facts. (Gr. 5-8)
Rocklin, Joanne.
Fleabrain Loves Franny.
Amulet, Abrams, 2014, 280 p. 978-01-4197-1068-1
Lying in an iron lung in 1952, Franny falls in love
with the newly published Charlotte’s Web read to her by
a nun. She learns to breathe on her own, but her legs
are still paralyzed when she returns home. Her friends
think she is still contagious and she feels lonely until
she receives messages from a highly intellectual flea –
her own Charlotte. Over the months of her struggles
to walk with braces, Fleabrain takes her on fantastic
adventures and a strong friendship builds. When
Franny and a new girl become friends, Fleabrain
feels abandoned. The tale is poignant with touches of
humor and has a wonderfully satisfying ending. (Gr.
5-7)
Schulz, Heidi. Hook’s Revenge. Ill. by John
Hendrix. Disney Hyperion, 2014, 290 p. 978-1-42319867-3
The daughter of the infamous Captain Hook,
Jocelyn, resists all attempts to turn her into a lady,
forcing her grandfather to send her to a finishing
school. She is miserable there and seizes on an
opportunity to be taken to Neverland and avenge her
father’s death by crocodile. She captains her own ship
aided by Smee, faces cannibals, and Peter with his Lost
Boys, and the crocodile who proves very difficult to
kill. As told by an irritable narrator, it is only when
Jocelyn faces what she fears most both in Neverland
and from her school is she able to defeat them. The
moral is lightly done, but will resonate—and more is
coming. (Gr. 5-8)

Contents

Older Readers (Gr. 7-12)
Blackburne, Livia. Midnight Thief. Hyperion,

2014, 376 p. 978-4131-7638-1
An orphan and skilled thief with an uncanny
ability to climb walls and stay balanced on narrow
ledges, Kyra ekes out a precarious living in Forge.
Recruited by the head of the Assassins Guild with the
promise of money and not having to kill, she becomes
the central figure in a conflict between the Guild and
the Palace and the role of the Riders who shape-shift
into wildcat. Lies and treachery leave her confused
about her choices as each of the players have right and
wrong on their side. She learns her true roots and who
are the few trustworthy people in her life. A brilliant
debut novel, it offers the possibility of a sequel. (Gr.
7-12)
Block, Francesca Lia, The Island of Excess Love.
Christy Ottaviano Books, Henry Holt, 2014, 214 p.
978-0-8050-963-6
The world as we knew it is gone. The Earth
Shaker followed by the Giants have wrought
destruction everywhere. Pen and Hex along with Ash,
Ez, and Venice are barely managing to cope when a
mysterious ship appears. They are driven to board it,
fight hallucinations, and find themselves on the title
island where all good things abound and the horned
king wants Pen as his queen. She is drawn to him,
betraying Hex who hasn’t succumbed to the illusion.
Love in the Time of Global Warming was loosely based
on the Odyssey, this sequel ties to the Aeneid. Pen has
yet to fulfill her destiny in this intricately spun magical
tale. (Grade 10-12)
Elston, Ashley. The Rules for Breaking. Hyperion,
2014, 309 p.978-1-4231-6898-0
Believing her life can get back to normal now
that her family is out of Witness Protection, Anna is
enjoying friendships and being with Ethan, her new
boyfriend. A package arrives with her old journal,
signed by her nemesis and she is jerked back into the
past. She learns there’s a mole in the program, and she
her family as well as Ethan’s are placed in a remote
location no one should know. But as one of her new
rules says, “They are all foes. Don’t trust anyone.”
Anna, her younger sister, and Ethan are kidnapped.
Who can they trust and how can they escape? The
sequel to The Rules for Disappearing will have readers
guessing –and being wrong. (Gr. 8-12)
Maguire, Gregory. Egg & Spoon. Candlewick,
2014, 475 p. 978-0-7636-7220-1
Elena is a peasant girl living in an obscure village
depopulated by crop failures and men conscripted into
the Tsar’s army. Wealthy Ekaterina is on her way to
a ball in honor of the Tsar’s godson when her private
train is stopped for a few days by a burnt bridge. The
two similarly-looking girls become almost friendly.
In a strange twist, Ekaterina falls off the train, leaving
Elena on as it leaves the village. Ekaterina is carrying
a Fabergé egg. Elena finds what might be a Firebird’s
egg. Baba Yaga, an ice dragon, and an immortal hen
become integral to a layered tale of friendship, class
distinctions, folklore, and climate change. (Gr. 7-12)
Moore, Peter. V Is for Villain. Hyperion, 2014,
327 p. 978-1-4231-5749-6
Unlike his brother Blake, a leader in the Justice
League, Brad has no super powers other than being a
near genius. When he is transferred from the Heroin-Training track within the Academy and placed with
the Alternates, he connects with Layla, Boots, and
Javier. Layla is a secret telepath, an ability considered
criminal, and recognizes Brad’s incredible power. She
helps him develop it, and in the process he discovers
the sinister truth behind the Superheroes and the
monsters they fight, becoming a force determined to
reveal what has been carefully hidden. The plots twists
and turns pitting Brad against Blake in a fast-paced
start of a new series. (Gr. 7 -10) s
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PRIMARY SOURCE CONNECTIONS
From Slavery to Civil Rights

T

by Gail Petri
Primary Source Specialist

he saga of African American history across the centuries is one of many trials and tribulations, but also of
advancements and successes. Use these primary sources with your students to help them develop an understanding
of the long road of progress from early slavery to civil rights today. Teacher Tip: Sample documents from each era
are highlighted, but many more are available by searching loc.gov.
Slavery - The first Africans at Jamestown were purchased as
indentured servants from the Dutch. Over the course of two centuries,
however, most Africans in the Americas were bought and sold as a
source of slave labor, were denied the most basic human rights, and
were often subject to abusive treatment.
• (1797) Bill of sale for Peter http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/
query/r?ammem/fawbib:@field(DOCID+@lit(bmc0187))
(Click “View Page Images” to see the document.)
• (1827 book) A sketch of the laws relating to slavery http://
memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/fawbib:@
field(DOCID+@lit(bbf0004))
• (1841) Argument of John Quincy Adams in the Amistad Case
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.law/llst.025
• (1860 engraving) The Africans of the slave bark “Wildfire”
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/98501624/
• (slave narrative)
Ex-slave story from Texas (William
Byrd)
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/
mesnbib:@field(DOCID+@lit(mesn/161/188182))
Abolition - Antislavery sentiments in America date back to the
1600s. However, the abolition movement didn’t come to the forefront
until the early 1800s, when the first abolitionist periodicals were
published. The movement gained momentum over the next few decades, leading to Lincoln’s 1862 Emancipation
Proclamation, which freed all slaves in rebel states.
• (1800 illustration) Pictorial illustration of abolitionism. Its rise, progress and end. http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.rbc/
rbpe.10004700
• (1857 broadside) Anti-slavery Fair! http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.rbc/rbpe.06203500
• (1860 lecture on John Brown “A Lecture on John Brown.” http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/
aaodyssey:@field(NUMBER+@band(mssmisc+ody0308a))
• (1861 map) Map showing the distribution of the slave population of the southern states of the United States.
Compiled from the census of 1860. http://www.loc.gov/item/99447026
• (1863) Trial issue of the Emancipation Proclamation http://www.loc.gov/item/scsm000957/
Antebellum - Not all blacks were enslaved during the period prior to the Civil War. However, these free blacks
were not treated as equal citizens. Free blacks, found primarily in Northern states, had to carry papers proving they
were not slaves. Otherwise, they faced capture and transport to the South where they could be sold into slavery.
• (1848 newspaper) North Star edited by Frederick Douglass and Martin Delany
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/aaohtml/exhibit/aopart2b.html#0210
• (1860 broadside) $100 Reward Ranaway from the undersigned http://loc.gov/pictures/item/98504563/
• (1879 book) The Underground Railroad: A Record of Facts; Authentic Narratives… http://memory.loc.gov/
cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/aaodyssey:@field(NUMBER+@band(rbcmisc+ody0211))
Civil War - Although they often received lower pay, performed menial duties and faced further discrimination,
black soldiers were allowed to enlist in the Union Army during the Civil War. They
fought in segregated units, under the command of white officers.
• (1862 photograph) Cumberland Landing, Va. Group of “contrabands” at Foller’s
house http://loc.gov/pictures/item/cwp2003000055/PP/
• (1865 Photograph) Arlington, Va. Band of 107th U.S. Colored Infantry at Fort
Corcoran http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/cwp2003000935/PP/
• (1866 engraving) The first reading of the Emancipation Proclamation before the
cabinet / painted by F.B. Carpenter; engraved by A.H. Ritchie. http://www.loc.
gov/pictures/item/96521764/
Reconstruction - From 1865 to 1877, the Constitution was amended three
times to provide equal rights to black Americans. Slavery was abolished, and
citizenship and voting rights were guaranteed. Blacks gained political power as they were elected to office at all levels
of government.
• (1866 drawing by Alfred Waud) Mustered Out http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/aaohtml/exhibit/aopart5.
html#0501
• (undated) Lavinia Heyward’s story of slavery and Reconstruction http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/
r?ammem/mesnbib:@field(DOCID+@lit(mesn/142/280276))
• (1866) Glimpses of the Freedmen http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/aaodyssey:@
field(NUMBER+@band(cph+3a33775))
• (1878 broadside)
Ho for Kansas! http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/aaodyssey:@
field(NUMBER+@band(cph+3c20006))
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Progressive Era - Following the formal period of Reconstruction, laws were passed, severely limiting the freedoms
given to blacks. Poll taxes and literacy tests made voting difficult, while Jim Crow laws, upheld by the Plessy v. Ferguson
decision, created segregated public facilities. Schools such as Booker T. Washington’s Tuskegee Institute provided
quality education for blacks.
• (1898 Edison movie during Spanish American War) Colored troops disembarking http://www.loc.gov/
item/00694179/
• (1898 speech by Mary Church Terrell before the NAWSA) The progress of colored women http://memory.
loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/murray:@field(DOCID+@lit(lcrbmrpt0a13div2))
• (1902 photograph) Laboratory at Tuskegee Institute, AL http://loc.gov/pictures/item/2001703725/
• (1913 broadside) Booker T. Washington http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.rbc/rbpe.1890020a
• (1916 pamphlet) Help for Hard Times by George Carver http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/
aaodyssey:@field(NUMBER+@band(gcmisc+ody0616))
World War I - Even though black soldiers still faced discrimination at home, they fought for freedom abroad.
Once again, they fought in segregated units.
• (1919 book) Scott’s Official History of the American Negro in the World War http://memory.loc.gov/
cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/aaodyssey:@field(NUMBER+@band(gcmisc+ody0702))
• (1919 photograph) 803rd Pioneer Infantry Band, No. 16. http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/
aaodyssey:@field(NUMBER+@band(cph+3g06163))
Between the Wars - During World War I, many blacks fled the South seeking
new jobs in factories in Northern cities. This great migration continued through the
early 1940s. This time period also brought an increased popularity in music and the
arts, centered in the Harlem Renaissance.
• 
(1940 map showing black/white housing statistics) Birmingham,
Alabama, Block Statistics. Sixteenth Census of the United States, 1940
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/aaohtml/exhibit/aopart8.html#0815
• 
(1939 photograph) Negro drinking at “Colored” water cooler in streetcar
terminal, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/
fsa1997026728/PP/
• (1940 photograph) At the bus station in Durham, North Carolina http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/
fsa1998006256/PP/
World War II - The 332nd Fighter Group, the most successful airmen of World War II, flew more than 200
escort missions, not once losing an aircraft. This group, part of the all-black Tuskegee Airmen, proved their superior
skills in the air, but were treated as second-class citizens on the ground. They were not allowed access to the same
facilities as white airmen and had little chance for promotion upon their return.
• (1942) Tuskegee Institute, Alabama. Dr. George Washington Carver talks to members of Reserve Officers
Training Corps http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/owi2001002456/PP/
• (1943 photograph) Negro Marines in Harlem http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/owi2001030204/PP/
• (1943 photograph) Office of War Information news bureau. Besides supplying war news from all government
agencies to 240 Negro papers each week, Ted Poston, editor of the OWI’s Negro desk in Washington, selects
picture sequences of special interest to the Negro press. http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/oem2002007525/
PP/
• (1943 poster) Books are weapons Read about... “The negro in national defense,” “Africa and the war,” [and]
“Negro history and culture” at the Schomburg Collection of the New York Public Library http://www.loc.
gov/pictures/item/98516622/
• (1940s photograph) U.S. anti-aircraft gun crew. Corporal Raymond Elliott holds a clip of anti-aircraft shells
before loading the weapon of his Negro gun crew at a U.S. Army air base in the New Hebrides in the South
Pacific http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/oem2002011463/PP/
Civil Rights - In the 1954 Brown v. Board of Education decision, segregated schools were declared unconstitutional.
This landmark decision sparked the
modern Civil Rights movement. Led by
Martin Luther King Jr., blacks engaged in
a series of nonviolent protests throughout
the South to bring about the end of
segregation and racial domination.
•• (Themed Resources) Civil Rights http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/themes/civilrights/
• (Exhibition) African-American Odyssey http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/aaohtml/aohome.html
• (Prints and Photographs Collection) Images of Twentieth Century African American Activists http://www.
loc.gov/rr/print/list/083_afr.html
• (Prints and Photographs Collection) The Civil Rights Era in the U.S. News & World Report Photographs
Collection http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/list/084_civil.html
• (Exhibition) The Civil Rights Act of 1964: A Long Struggle for Freedom http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/civilrights-act/
• (Exhibition) Brown v. Board at Fifty: “With an Even Hand” http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/brown/
• (Exhibition) Voices of Civil Rights http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/civilrights/
• (Resource Guide) Civil Rights Resource Guide http://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/civilrights/home.html
As your students review these resources, be sure to use the Teacher Guides and Analysis Tool available on the
Teachers Page. http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/guides.html. In addition, have them search the
site on their own so see what primary sources they can locate on their own.
Happy observing and happy hunting. s
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hen working for Westerville City Schools, I
served as a library media specialist for three
elementary schools - Cherrington, Huber
Ridge and Alcott Elementary. Each school had their
own after-school parent involvement nights, but
while I was at WCS, Huber Ridge approached me to
work with our literacy coach to head up the bi-annual
Family Reading Night. Westerville teachers and the
PTA saw the need to get parents involved in their
child’s education, and since we (as educators) know
that literacy and the love for reading is so important,
Family Reading Night was born.
For this Family Reading Night, the PTA had
already given us funds to invite an author or illustrator
to Huber Ridge, and before I began working for
WCS, illustrator Tim Bowers had been signed,
sealed, and delivered. Mr. Bowers was coming in
February, right around Valentine’s Day, so the literacy
coach and I decided to host our Family Reading
Night around his arrival. He was to speak to all of
the students in an assembly and also show how he
begins his illustrations. Since Mr. Bowers visited in
February, we went with a Valentine’s Day theme: For
the Love of Books. Not only was our goal to bring
families together in the school environment for a fun
evening, but also to promote literacy and make sure
that every child left with at least one book to either
start or continue his or her personal library.

Organizing the Event

We went all out. Planning and putting on a
Family Reading Night takes a lot of work and time,
but it was very much worth the effort. To support
the event, teachers signed up to monitor educational
games centered around books. Together, we created
these five stations:
• Station 1 –Author Bingo - The typical bingo
game was played. Additionally, when the name
of an author was called, the book he or she wrote
would show on a screen. I used Symbaloo to
curate all the results.
• Station 2 – Favorite Books - Adults from the city
of Westerville (the mayor, the superintendent,
etc.) read their favorite book aloud.
• Station 3 – Illustrate a Book - Students and
their parents illustrated one page of a wordless
picture book by viewing what others had
completed before them, so that one book could
be put together at the end.

• Station 4 – Write a Book - Families wrote their
own story and dialogue to go along with the
illustrations in wordless picture books.
• Station 5 – Book Walk – Just like a cakewalk
but with books. The version of a cakewalk we
used: families walked around a circle of chairs to
music; when the music stops, you sit in the chair
nearest to you, and if a cake (or book) is in the
chair, that is your prize! A chair is taken away
each round.
• Station 6 – Illustration Scavenger Hunt – A
scavenger hunt was held in the library, in which
families matched the Tim Bowers illustration
with the corresponding book title.
Students carried around a heart-shaped
passport. Once they completed the activity at each
station, they were given a sticker for their passport.
At the end of the event, students could turn in their
completed passports and pick out a book. We had
signs that hung in the hallways, directing families
around, as well as decorations, snacks, drinks, and of
course, books.
And one of our important goals was met - Every
student who came to Family Reading Night left with
a book.

PUZZLER

will require some careful thinking to write them so
they point to the occupation. Use some of the sample
answers to give them an idea of how to construct the
clues. Also, point out that “Actor” in this case refers
to actresses, as many these days prefer the term.
Once students have completed the activity, talk
rossword puzzles are fun, but there’s only one
to
them
about the various careers women have had
right answer and that limits students’ thinking.
and
why
it was hard for many to break into those
For years, School Librarian’s Workshop has
fields which were considered men’s territory. What
been creating reverse puzzles with the grid filled in,
did they learn about these women? Do any of the
requiring students to come up with the clues. Since
occupations interest them? If there is time, have
you also get a blank puzzle, their clues can be passed
them create a hidden word, choosing a field such as
to a classmate to solve. The challenge then is to write
science or literature and fill in the names of women
a clue giving enough information for the solver to use
who made notable contributions. They can provide
in searching for the answer.
clues to the ones they have concealed in their puzzle
Have students work in pairs in developing their
and later discuss why they chose those women. s
clues to this Puzzler for Women’s History Month. It
PUZZLER

Women Achievers:
A Reverse Crossword Puzzle

C

Women Achievers- A Reverse Crossword

Puzzler
Women Achievers- A Reverse Crossword

Directions:
• Find famous women who were known for the occupations shown in the puzzle.
• Write clues in the spaces below or on a separate paper, giving their name and a fact, for someone to solve in the blank
puzzle.
1

Promoting Family Reading Night

To advertise the event, we utilized the monthly
school newsletter that went home in Friday folders,
and also asked teachers to put announcements in
their classroom newsletters that went home weekly
(either in Friday folders or via email). We also utilized
Remind (formerly Remind 101) to send text messages
to parents, and I changed the library overdue slips
to add in messages about Family Reading Night.
Teachers promoted the evening in their classes, and
we used the morning announcements to have a fun
fact about reading or about Tim Bowers’ books to get
the kids excited.
We asked local businesses to donate prizes,
books, food, and drinks, and because of this, word of
mouth spread very quickly. Our only requirement to
attend was that you must have at least one student
currently enrolled at Huber Ridge Elementary.
However, parents were able to bring siblings. From
a school population of approximately 450 students,
we had at least 300 people attend Family Reading
Night.

Assessment

I was overjoyed to see so many parents I had
never met, or who usually did not come into school.
Not only did they attend the event, but they were
bonding with their children over books. I have always
felt schools need more community involvement, and
the Family Reading Night was a fabulous way to
achieve this.
Looking back, the only thing that I would
change would be to start planning, creating, and
collecting the materials we needed for the evening
further in advance. If it weren’t for the love of books,
I would not be a librarian and would not have
had this wonderful opportunity to plan a Family
Reading Night and experience this wonderful
celebration of literature with my amazing students
and their families. s

4
6

7

A

A

D

U

C

O

A

T

O

R

C

C

T

T

O

O

I

O

R

T

M

R

P
T

I

S

M

10

E

N

A

C

5

P

O
8

E

W

3

O
R

L

2

E

9

S

H

I

E

G

A
V

E

R

Y

I

O

N

I

A

E

N

B

G

A

P

R

I

E

E

T

H

L

R

O

E

R

R

S
11

T

P

E

R

R

I

O

E

T

N

A

T

S

Z
12

S

E

O

R

Across
1.
6.
11.
12.

Down
2.
3.
4.
5.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Women Achievers- A Reverse Crossword
Sample Answers

For February

Spring may be around the corner when March arrives, but in February it’s cold in many places. Joyce
Sidman captures what winter means to animals in Winter Bees & Other Poems of the Cold (Ill. by Rick Allen,
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2014, unp. 978-0-547-9650-8). The Dream of the Tundra Swan is of the migration
and the “ice-blue sky and the yodel of flight,/ the sun’s pale wafer,/ the crisp drink of clouds. Each animal has
a two page spread including the poem, and factual information set against Allen’s prints from linoleum blocks
which he then hand-colored. The glossary has some unusual and intriguing terms. (Gr. 1-4)
February is also African History Month and these two titles on the performing arts raise the awareness of
young students to the racial prejudice the artists faced and overcame. The path to artistic success is particularly
difficult for African Americans as Kathleen Benson reveals in Draw What You See: The Life and Art of Benny
Andrews (Ill. by Benny Andrews, Clarion Books, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2014, 32 p. 978-0-544-104877). From the time he was three, growing up in Georgia, Benny Andrews drew, making pictures of the life of the
black people around him. They all worked in the cotton fields, six days a week. He knew he needed more than his
limited grade school education and was able to go to high school and then a small black college. A tour in the air
force gave him the resources to attend a Chicago art school. His style evolved even as he fought for equal rights
for African Americans. A teacher and activist, his paintings illustrate the story, making him more real to students.
Includes a brief biography and timeline. (Gr. 2-4)
Young Benny Goodman, growing up in Chicago, fell in love with jazz in the 1920s. Teddy Wilson, in
Tuskegee Alabama also was being drawn to jazz. Lesa Cline-Ransome tells the story of Benny Goodman &
Teddy Wilson: Taking the Stage as the First Black-and-White Jazz Band in History (Ill. by James E. Ransome,
Holiday House, 2014, unp. 978-0-8234-2362-0). The language is lyrical with the energy of swing. When Gene
Krupa joined them for recordings, they became the Benny Goodman Trio. At first Wilson couldn’t be with
them on stage, but Goodman decided audiences were ready for blacks and whites to perform together. With the
addition of Lionel Hampton, the trio became a quartet making the music that energized people on the dance
floor. Additional facts on Goodman and Wilson and a timeline complete the book. (Gr. 2-5)

Across
1. Mary Lyon, founder of Mt. Holyoke was a leading ________________________.
6. Mary Cassatt’s portrayal of mothers and children show she was a great __________.
11. Maya Angelou’s “Caged Bird” is one example showing she was a great ____________.
12. Margaret Chase Smith served in the House of Representatives before becoming a _____________.
Down
2. Elizabeth Blackwell was the first woman in American to become one _____________.
3. Dorothy in the Wizard of Oz was only one of Judy Garland’s famous roles as a film ________.
4. Indira Gandhi was assassinated while serving as ________________ (two words).
5. Margaret Bourke-White’s work during World War II made her famous as a ______________.
7. Belva Lockwood the first woman admitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court was a _______________.
Women
AchieversA African
Reverse
Crossword
8. Marian Anderson, an outstanding
___________
was the first
American
to appear at the Metropolitan Opera.
BLANK
PUZZLE
9. An adventurer, Amelia Earhart died in 1937 attempting
a daring
feat as an ______________ .
10. Marie Curie won this twice for her work in physics and chemistry _____________.
1

2

3

4

5

6

7
8

W

O

M

E

10

N

A

C

H

9

I

E

V

E

BECOME A CONTRIBUTOR

B

ecome a contributor! Share your successful program, lesson, or unit with our readers. Are you using new
technology, Web 2.0 tools and/or social networking to engage your students and have them thinking
critically? Your experiences are valuable to others. You will receive a byline, mention of your district and
be able to show your administrator and board you have been published in an international newsletter for
practitioners in the field. Please keep in mind we accept only original material not previously published in or
under consideration by another professional publication.
Articles should be sent in the body of the an email to slworkshop@hotmail.com (Attachments will not
be opened.)
Visit our new website at http://www.slworkshop.net and our Facebook page at http://www.facebook.
com/#!/home.php?sk=group_57409801076&ap=1. We would love to see your comments and suggestions.
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WEB CITES
Environmental Disasters

T

by Dawn Ganss
School Library Consultant
Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania 19010

wenty-five years ago, the captain of the Exxon
Valdez was exonerated of three major charges
against him in the famous oil spill. Alaskans
are still dealing with its effects. Environmental
disasters can have natural origins or anthropogenic
(caused by the influence of humans on nature)
ones, and the toll can be heavy in either case. The
sites here focus solely on human-caused disasters.

ENVIRONMENTAL DISASTERS:
TOP 10 ANTHROPOGENIC AND
NATURAL ENVIRONMENTAL
DISASTERS

The following is a list of the top ten disasters:
Bhopal: the Union Carbide gas leak; Chernobyl:
Russian nuclear power plant explosion; Seveso: Italian
dioxin crisis; The 1952 London smog disaster; Major
oil spills of the 20th and 21st century; The Love Canal
chemical waste dump; The Baia Mare cyanide spill;
The European BSE crisis; Spanish waste water spill;
and The Three Mile Island near nuclear disaster. The
links take you to a detailed explanation of each of
the ten. Below these are a list of the top ten natural
environmental disasters including Global epidemics
and the 2004 Asian earthquake and tsunami. A
wealth of ideas to start research projects.
http://www.lenntech.com/environmentaldisasters.htm#Anthropogenic_environmental_
disasters

A State and Federal Partnership:
RESTORING THE RESOURCES
INJURED BY THE EXXON VALDEZ
OIL SPILL AND UNDERSTANDING
ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE IN THE
NORTHERN GULF OF ALASKA

This site contains brief
and informative
information connected by many links Begin the
story of the Exxon Valdez over the past 20 plus
years including 2014 with the four major topics,
each with links on the left side Click on Oil
Spill Facts, the most graphic and comprehensive
on context including Q and A, Spill Map, Photo
Gallery, Details about the Accident, Economic
Impacts, Settlement, Reopener, Restoration Plan,
Status of Injured Resources, Lingering Oil Spill,
Prevention & Response, Topical Bibliographies, and
Teachers Resources. Also check Habitat Protection,
Restoration Projects, and Status of Restoration. Each
has links to keep the story current.
http://www.evostc.state.ak.us

Office of Response and
Restoration. REPORT: THE EXXON
VALDEZ OIL SPILL REVISITED 25
YEARS LATER

For the 25th anniversary on March 24, 2014 of
the Exxon Valdez oil spill OR&R reviewed the
accident, the response, and the toll it took on the
Alaskan environment. Also included information
on Monitoring the Shoreline, What We Observed,
Implications for the Present and Future, More
Information about the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill. See
also the Timeline of Recovery. Take a look at this
infographic to see if and when nearly 30 types of
fish, wildlife, and habitats have recovered in the 25
years after this monumental spill.
http://response.restoration.noaa.gov/oil-andchemical-spills/significant-incidents/exxonvaldez-oil-spill/25-anniv-report

New York Times. EXXON VALDEZ
OIL SPILL (1989)

This web site relates the news about the oil spill
through the 2010 BP oil spill into the Gulf of
Mexico…. after the Deepwater Horizon rig
exploded on April 20, 2010. Followed by Related
Exxon Mogil
(graphic information on the
corporation). The major article begins: “In March
1989, the Exxon Valdez supertanker ran aground
on Bligh Reef, ruptured and spilled 11 million
gallons of crude oil into Alaska’s Prince William
Sound. The spill was the worst that had occurred
up to that point in American history, damaging
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more than 1,300 miles of shoreline, disrupting
the lives and livelihoods …… It occurred after
the ship’s captain, Joseph J. Hazelwood, left the
bridge at a crucial moment ….The damage to the
fishing industry and to native subsistence hunting
has lasted for years. Exxon originally was ordered
by a federal court to pay….Lawyers, fishermen
and environmentalists in the gulf are now calling,
looking for guidance in areas like how to harness
political anger over the spill and the most effective
ecological, triage…. “389 articles appeared in the
NYT after the Valdez oil spill, many are annotated
and listed following the major article. On the
right side of the page find Exxon Valdez Oil Spill
Navigator find a list of resources from around the
Web about Exxon Valdez Oil Spill as selected by
researchers and editors of The New York Times.
Continue scrolling down for Other Coverage.
Don’t miss the Multimedia on the Exxon Valdez.
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/
timestopics/subjects/e/exxon_valdez_oil_
spill_1989/

Los Angeles Times. HAZELWOOD
ACQUITTED OF 3 CHARGES, GUILTY
ON 1: OIL SPILL; AM AMCHORAGE
JURY FINDS THE EXXON VALDEZ
SKIPPER CULPABLE ON A MINOR
POLLUTION COUNT.

At this site find the description of Hazelwood’s
trial…The lone guilty verdict was for the negligent
discharge of oil, a misdemeanor carrying a
maximum penalty of 90 days in jail and a $1,000
fine, far less than the 7 years and $61,000 fine
he faced if convicted on all counts. The article is
marred by the advertisements throughout the
reporting of the trial.
http://articles.latimes.com/1990-03-23/news/
mn-694_1_exxon-valdez

Wikipedia. EXXON VALDEZ OIL
SPILL

This in depth description of the Exxon Valdez oil
spill occurred in the Prince William Sound Alaska,
on March 24, 1989, when Exxon Valdez, an oil tanker
bound for Long Beach, California, struck Prince
William Sound’s Bligh Reef at 12:04 a.m. local time
and spilled 260,000 to 750,000 barrels (41,000 to
119,000 m3) of crude oil over the next few days.
It is considered to be one of the most devastating
human-caused environmental disasters….included
in this description are multiple factors that have
been identified as contributing to the incident;
clean-up and environmental impact looks at;
Both the long-term and short-term effects of
the oil spill have been studied. Immediate effects
included ….In 2003, fifteen years after the spill, a
team from the University of North Carolina found
that the remaining oil was lasting far longer than
anticipated, which in turn had resulted in more
long-term loss of many species than had been
expected. They reported that “species as diverse
as sea otters, harlequin ducks and killer whales
suffered large, long-term losses and that oiled
mussel beds and other tidal shoreline habitats will
take an estimated 30 years to recover….Wildlife
was severely affected by the oil spill. Studies were
done in 2006…..2007….The effects of the spill
continued to be felt for many years afterwards.
As of 2010 there were…On March 24, 2014,
the twenty-fifth anniversary of the spill, NOAA
scientists reported that some species seem to have
recovered, with the sea otter the latest creature
to return to pre-spill numbers….; Litigation and
cleanup costs; Political consequences and reforms;
Coast Guard report; Oil Pollution Act of 1990;
Alaska regulations; and Opposition to oil drilling.
Ending with comments on Economic and personal
impact. Look at
See also. Check
the References,
and select from
the
External
Links.
Read
about History
of Alaska and
ExxonMobil
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exxon_Valdez_oil_
spill#External_links

THE BHOPAL DISASTER AND
ITS AFTERMATH

The U.S. National Library of Medicine gives
an extensive chronicling of what occurred on
December 3, 1984 when more than 40 tons
of methyl isocyanate gas leaked from a Union
Carbide pesticide plant in Bhopal resulting in the
death of at least 3,800 people. The site gives the
History, Aftermath, Lessons Learned, and Since
1984. Students can start here before going to
more biased sites such as the one from the Union
Carbide Corporation http://www.bhopal.com and
Greenpeace http://www.greenpeace.org/usa/en/
campaigns/toxics/justice-for-bhopal.
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/
PMC1142333

CHERNOBYL THEN AND NOW:
28 HAUNTING IMAGES FROM
NUCLEAR DISASTER

On April 26, 1986 a human error caused the
reactor in the Chernobyl power plant to overheat
and explode. Russians who lived in that area (then
the Soviet Union) are still suffering the effects
from that nuclear explosion. RT (Russian Times)
showcases black and white and color photographs
of the area then and now. Students who weren’t
born when it occurred will find them mesmerizing.
http://rt.com/news/155072-chernobyl-imagesnow-then

NRC: BACKGROUNDER ON
CHERNOBYL NUCLEAR POWER
PLANT

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission provides
a succinct report on the environmental tragedy. A
brief Background is followed by Health Effects
from the Accident, and US Reactors and NRC’s
Response. Click on Chernobyl History (Video) for
a You-Tube video of the accident.
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/
fact-sheets/chernobyl-bg.html

THREE MILE ISLAND: TMI 2: THREE
MILE ISLAND ACCIDENT

Students might want to compare/contrast the
nuclear accident that occurred at the Three Mile
Island nuclear power plant in the U.S. with
Chernobyl. The account from the World Nuclear
Association starts with three bullet point noting
that reactor was destroyed, radioactive gas was
released but not at a level to cause harm, and
there were no “adverse health effects.” (Encourage
further investigation.) The site gives a diagram of
the reactor building, The chain of events during
the Three Mile Island Accident, details of what
was done, Public concern and confusion, and
discusses the clean-up and follow-up as well as
Training improvements. There is a link at the top
to the Fukushima Accident.
http://www.world-nuclear.org/info/Safety-andSecurity/Safety-of-Plants/Three-Mile-Islandaccident

BBC NEWS: EUOROPE: ONE YEAR
ON: ROMANIA’S CYANIDE SPILL

In 2000, in the Romanian town of Baia Mare
cyanide was used to leach out gold from the mined
crushed rock. A pipe carries the cyanide solution
to two storage lakes. A dyke in the largest one
broke pouring cyanide-contaminated water into
the rivers including the Danube. The BBC reports
on The Court Case and Illness.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/wor ld/
europe/1146979.stm

BBC NEWS: EUROPE: EUROPE’S
BSE CRISIS

Commonly known as Mad Cow Disease, BSE
(Bovine Spongiform Encephopathy) affected
numerous European countries as the interactive
map shows. The site, with a 2001 date, details what
was happening in the affected countries at the time
and how they were handling it. Testing of cattle
was intensified and affected animals destroyed
among other measures. Those not familiar with
the disease can go to the WebMD site http://
www.webmd.com/brain/mad-cow-disease-basics
for more information.

GULF OIL SPILL: PICTURES,
VIDEOS, BREAKING NEWS

A Huffington Post collection of blog post, reports,
and videos on the BP Deepwater Horizon oil spill
in Louisiana. From the Associate Press is an article
with video on Gulf Oil Spill Left Rhode Island-Sized
Oily ‘Bathtub Ring’ On Seafloor, Study Finds and
another on $627 Million In Gulf Oil Spill Recovery
Projects Approved along with BP’s Damage To The
Gulf Of Mexico Has Been Wildly Exaggerated, Says
BP Flack In Politico Magazine. Also see blog posts
to the left including Robert L. Cavnar’s BP: Tone
Deaf to the End.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/news/bp-oil-spill

OIL SPILL GULF OF MEXICO 2010:
SMITHSONIAN OCEAN PORTAL

The Smithsonian gives more extensive information
on “the worst oil spill in U.S. history.” The Spill
includes The Oil’s Spread, Clean-up Methods,
and Effects on the Ecosystem, followed by Where
Did the Oil Go? and Threats and Solutions.
Photos illustrate the different sections. Click on
Lesson Plans and Activities on the right to find for
directions on creating a kit for students to help
them understand the spill’s impact. There are
separate plans for grades 3-5. 6-8, and 9-12.
http://ocean.si.edu/gulf-oil-spill

BP OIL SPILL: ENVIROMENT:
THE GUARDIAN

A huge resource from the well-known British
newspaper, this has an interactive timeline in
reverse chronological order with the most recent
entry (as of this writing) on October 2014. Each
month has link to several articles with photos. The
reports are from several sources, giving a chilling
look at the corporate response and the human,
animal, and environmental costs. Those willing to
explore it all have close to 900 articles to check.
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/bp-oilspill

THE LOVE CANAL TRAGEDY:
ABOUT EPA

The Environmental Protection Agency reports
on how what was supposed to be a dream
community became the symbol for what happens
when companies bury toxic wastes and depart. In
the 1920s the Hooker Chemical Company used
Love Canal as a dumpsite for industrial chemicals
and then sold it to the city for one dollar. A
record rainfall in 1978 brought corroding waste
drums to the surface of backyards. Puddles with
toxic substances showed up in basements and
playgrounds. The connection was made to the many
birth defects and cancers suffered by the residents.
As a result of the disaster, the government began
closer scrutiny of landfills.
http://www2.epa.gov/aboutepa/love-canal-tragedy

LOVE CANAL: A LEGACY OF DOUBT
– VIDEO NEW YORK TIMES

Footage from network news coverage when the
tragedy introduces the story of Love Canal thirtyfive years after the event. Pregnant women and
children under age two were told to leave the
neighborhood immediately. The state bought the
homes on the row on either side of the fence telling
the others they were safe. Then the EPA found
evidence of chromosomal damage in children.
Finally the federal government bought the homes
of all residents. One headed the fight that led to
the Super Fund to immediately clean-up toxic
sites and take care of residents. Today homes once
again are being sold at Love Canal.
h t t p : / / w w w. n y t i m e s . c o m / v i d e o /
us/100000002566509/love-canal-a-legacy-ofdoubt.html
NOTE:
Sites are in Bold Caps
Underlined Italicized Words refer to Pages/Links
within the Web Site
Underlined words are Titles/heading
Sites were last visited November 2014
Before using with students, always check! s

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/1142660.stm
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BULLETIN
BOARD
Things We Love

emind students that the school library is
more than a source for information related to
classroom work. It’s a first stop to find out more
about their personal interests. Whether they are into
music, animals, learning to create apps, or sports, you
can show them how to delve deeper into the subjects
that mean the most to them. And when they do, they
will be building the skills for academic research as well.
Use pink and red as your theme colors, tying the
bulletin board to Valentine’s Day. Use clip art or book
covers to promote the interests of your students and let
them know where they can locate more information.
Include URLs of any relevant databases. Whatever
you feature, have a large question mark to cover the
topics you may not have addressed but about which
students might want to discover more. s
Materials
• Pink and red construction paper
• White and yellow paper
• Red marker
• Clip art or book covers on featured topics
• Scissors
• Stapler/staples
• Books for display
Directions
1. Cover the bulletin board with pink construction
paper
2. Cut out the letters for “Things We Love” from
red construction paper.
3. Print out featured topics on white paper. Cut
them into rectangles or other shapes and outline
with red maker.
4. 
Cut out a large question and print “What
do you LOVE to do? Ask the librarian for
information” onto yellow paper. Attach the
question mark over the two sentences and
staple to the bulletin board.
5. Arrange the clip art or book covers around the
bulletin board and staple in place, slipping the
matching topics underneath.
6. Display books on the topic you are featuring.
Add any other subjects based on student queries.
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BULLETIN BOARD
BONUSES
Leading the Way

ebruary and March celebrate those who made
a difference. In February, of course, it’s African
American History Month while March does the
same for women. To balance this seriousness, there
is Valentine’s Day (see the Bulletin Board) and the
arrival of spring.

It’s My Right!

Honor those who stood up for their rights.
You can keep the focus on African Americans
with Martin Luther King, Jr., Rosa Parks, James
Meredith, and others or consider taking a broader
view and incorporate women’s rights. In that case
add Elizabeth Cady Stanton and her associates as
well as twentieth century women such as Gloria
Steinem.

796.323
BASKETBALL

Take the topic global and include Mahatma
Gandhi, Nelson Mandela, and the youngest Nobel
Peace Prize Winner, Malala Yousafzai. Post their
pictures along with a brief biographical note, and
display books about them. Set up a box for students
to comment on any of the people you feature and/or
add a candidate of their own.

Women Who Made a Difference

Continue the theme of spotlighting those who
dared to stand up and stand out. Again, it’s your
choice whether to feature Americans only, go global,
or span the centuries. Whether you focus only on
women in the U.S, or decide on a wider coverage
include women scientists, explorers, artists, athletes,
and entertainers. There are so many candidates, you
might want to limit your selection to those who were
“first” in some way.
To help you decide on whom to feature,
check some timelines such as Timeline of Famous
Women or Women Who Left Their Stamps on

History. Label sheets of construction paper with the
categories you have selected and post pictures of those
who fall within the heading. Add the biographical
information and set up a display.

The Things We

What do you LOVE to do?
Ask the librarian for
information

LOVE

Spring Reading

Make your bulletin board pop to welcome
spring. Cover the top with sky blue paper and the
bottom two thirds in green, cutting a jagged edge to
suggest grass. Cut out a few cloud shapes from white
paper and add to the “sky.” Use a sunny yellow for the
bulletin board title.
Make “springs” from pipe cleaners, green cord,
or follow the directions on How to Make a Paper
Spring. Paste pictures of book thumbnails or tiles
onto the tops of your spring. Staple to the bulletin
board for a 3-D greeting to the season. s

780
MUSIC

636.8
CATS

796.9
SNOWBOARDING
741.5 CARTOONING
005.1
APPLICATION
SOFTWARE

636.8
DOGS

Find out more in the Library
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